
Wiltshire Mammal Group       

Small Mustelid Footprint Identification.  
 
Like their larger cousins, smaller mustelid 
species present round footprints with five 
digits. Size isn't always a reliable identifier 
unfortunately, as size of footprint will vary 
with the age of the individual who left them, 
but in many cases it is the best bet at 
identifying species. Small mustelid 
footprints are often very difficult to tell 
apart, so it could be wise to seek out other 
supporting evidence (such as scats or fur 
caught on foliage) to prevent confusion. All 
mustelids are characterised by a five-digit 
profile unlike other carnivores in the UK, 
but the may be confused with hedgehog 
and larger rodents  
 
 

Stoat (Mustela erminea). 
 
Stoat footprints by 
contrast show a more 
convoluted heel, with 
more exaggerated 
“lobes”. Some stoat 
footprints may also show 
a further depression 
behind the heel.  Adult footprints should 
measure about 2 cm in width, and 2.2 cm 
in length.  
 

Weasel (Mustela nivalis). 
 
Weasel footprints are 
very rounded, and in 
adults are usually even 
smaller than stoat 
footprints, coming in at 
about 1 cm in width by 
1.3 cm in length. The 
heel/plantar should be 
quite simple in shape, 
with a possible further 
depression after the heel. 
 

Polecat (Mustela putorius).  
 
Ferrets and Polecat-Ferret hybrids. The 
footprints of these three species are 
indistinguishable from each other since the 
ferret was domesticated from the polecat. 
Compared to other small mustelids, the 
polecat footprint 
has a fairly 
elongate shape to 
it and the 
heel/plantar 
occupies a more 
central position 
rather than being 
far to the back.  
The footprints are 
approximately 3-
3.5 cm in width 
and 2.5 – 4 cm in 
length. 
 
 
American Mink (Neovison vison). 
 
American Mink 
footprints are 
almost identical 
to polecat 
footprints in 
terms of shape 
and size; being 
around 3-3.5 cm 
in width and 2.5 
to 4 cm in 
length. On 
harder ground mink footprints may be more 
splayed out with the plantar occupying a 
more rearward location (a hard ground 
print is seen above, as the soft ground print 
is so similar to that of the polecat).  
 
 
 
  


