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Welcome to the first newsletter of the 
Wiltshire Bat Group. Thank you to the 
contributors of this newsletter; we 
always welcome contributions from 
mammologists throughout Wiltshire!  

 

Handover from the previous Chair 
The last year and a half has been pretty eventful 
for the WBG. As you will all know, Steve 
Laurence who had been the 
Coordinator of the Bat Group for 
many years decided to retire, so to 
keep the group going I was 
persuaded to take on the role. I’m 
really glad I did, because it is obvious 
there is still a massive appetite from 
bat workers in Wiltshire to go out 
and get involved, to carry on with 
cutting edge scientific studies and 
projects and to promote the bat 
conservation cause. I’m now really 
pleased to hand the role over into 
the capable hands of Richard Dodd. 

I’ve kept two very simple questions in 
mind over the last eighteen months, 
they were ‘what is the bat group 
for?’ and, ‘how can the WBG support 
individuals and groups studying bats within the 
county?’ I am very aware that bat work would  

continue in Wiltshire whether there was a bat 
group or not, and I quite like that, but the WBG 

provides a focus, aiding funding requests, gets 
messages out to a wide audience and provides 
support through the network of skilled bat 
workers we have in the group. Importantly, it 
also reminds the wider Bat Group community 
that we exist, and have a real role to play locally 
in Bat Conservation in the South West. 

We haven’t changed much about the group 
itself, we are still pretty informal, we don’t have 
an elected committee, and we still have our two 

meetings a year in May and November where 
everyone is welcome to attend and contribute. 
The WBG is now much more inclusive and 
volunteers have stepped forward to take 
responsibility for data recording, bat care, 
membership and VBRV training. We are also 
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reinvigorating some of our projects and 
expanding others.  

Please get out and about, in reality we gain little 
by sitting around in rooms talking about bats, the 
real work and enjoyment is through being with 
friends in a wood at midnight, rescuing an 
injured bat, checking boxes, or bringing on the 
next generation of bat workers. The WBG will 
always be keen to encourage new projects and 
will do all it can within reason to support good 
ideas with real aims and objectives. 

Finally, thanks to everyone who continues to 
donate to the group, whether active field 
workers or not, and please remember, if you 
have bat records (however historical) please 
send them in to the Wiltshire and Swindon 
Biological Records Centre. 

Will Ponting Chair WBG October 2014 – 
February 2016. 

 

Notes from the Chair 
As the main bat survey season is now upon us 
and as we all gear up and get busy with bat work, 
I just want to say a huge thank you to those who 
have helped out with projects throughout 2015. 
Thanks, of course, to our magnificent volunteers 
but in particular to our funders, who have 
enabled the group to make significant advances 
in our knowledge and understanding of bats 
across the county through the purchase of new 
equipment, hire of venues and contributions to 
support costs. This newsletter outlines the 
amazing projects we, as a group, have achieved 
over the course of the year.  We acknowledge 
that funding for projects will be harder to 
achieve, as austerity measures continue to 
threaten valuable services and facilities across 
the UK. As such, we must ensure that we 
maximise the contributions made by our funders.  
As a member of the bat group your annual 
subscription helps match fund projects as well as 
enabling us to function as a group though 
insurance and meeting room costs. It’s simple 

maths. The more members we have, the more 
we can do!  There’s a lot more to come in 2016 
with a varied programme of activities. So, please 
ensure you renew your membership when it 
becomes due, encourage people to join the 
group and of course get involved with our 
wonderful projects.  

Richard Dodd 

Wiltshire Bat Group Chair 

 

Partners and Funders 
Wiltshire Bat Group has recently been the 
fortunate recipient of funds supporting a number 
of our projects. 

Lush kindly supported and enabled the Devizes & 
Stert Valley Bechstein’s and Barbastelle Project 
in 2015, funding the radiotracking equipment 
and radiotags described elsewhere in this 
newsletter. Wiltshire Council also supported this 
work with a small grant, whilst Wessex Water’s 
Grid Community Award enabled the purchase of 
bat boxes for this project. Thank you to Carl 
Barry (Lush), Alison Rasey (Wiltshire Council) and 
the team at Wessex Water for supporting this 
project. 

During 2014 the Wiltshire Local Nature 
Partnership Link2Nature Small Grants Fund 2014 
supported Wiltshire Bat Group’s purchase of a 
bank of eight basic bat detectors (Magenta Mk4) 
for use in public events and guided walks. These 
detectors are stored in Devizes and are available 
to members for use in guided walks and talk. If 
you need them, contact us to arrange booking 
and collection. Thank you to Bill Blumsom for 
supporting this application. 

During 2015, the North Wessex Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
sustainability fund supported the Savernake 
Forest Bat Project through provision of funding 
for the purchase of survey equipment to support 
the bat box monitoring, hibernation surveys and 
swarming surveys at Savernake Forest and 



Savernake Tunnel. Thank you to Oliver Cripps for 
supporting this work. 

We also owe considerable thanks to a number of 
partners for supporting our projects in recent 
years, including; 

• The Forestry Commission, supporting 
projects in The Savernake, Collingbourne 
Wood, West Wood and the Braydon Forest. 

• Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records 
Centre, supporting our projects by 
promoting the group, helping us to 
promote recording projects, and 
assisting with the collection and 
management of data. 

• Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, provision of 
reserves data and access for 
monitoring projects, hosting meetings 
and training event. 

• Cotswold Water Park Trust, provision 
of reserve’s data, and providing access 
for monitoring projects.  

• Bat Conservation Trust – loan of 
specialist bat survey equipment in 
2014-2015 for the survey of rare 
woodland bats. 

• And a considerable number of private 
landowners across Wiltshire who host 
various surveys and monitoring projects and 
who routinely provide access and a warm 
welcome. They are too numerous to list in 
full. 

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire County Bat Recorder, 
Wiltshire Bat Group 

 

Cotswold Water Park Bat Atlas 
The year 2014 was the 10th Year of the Cotswold 
Water Park Bat Initiative. During this time a lot of 
people have done a lot of bat survey work across 
the CWP (thank you to you all). During this time 
however, the only publications produced have 
been the annual project newsletters for 
volunteers and landowners and although all of 
the bat data we produce is shared with the local 

records centres, we have not previously 
produced an interpretation of what we have 
found thus far.  
   
Thanks to some funding from Lower Mill Estate 
(administered by Cotswold District Council) we 
have recently been able to compile all of the 
data so far into one document. Working with the 
WSBRC we have been able to include maps for 
field records and roost records for each species 
(all 14 species) recorded so far.  

This document represents simply an interim 
report of bat survey and monitoring undertaken 
thus far (we’ve not finished yet!).  This interim 
report, which grew into something larger than 
originally intended (!!) is the first formal 
publication arising from this project. It is hoped 
that these data and this interpretation can feed 
into forthcoming local policies and planning 
decisions (with indications that this is already 
happening).  
   
Where possible we’ve tried to highlight some 
future directions, but to be honest, just browsing 
the maps is equally interesting. It is of course 
recognised that the maps may simply highlight 
recorder/surveyor activity, but some interesting 
points may be noted nevertheless.  
   

 
Endoscoped image of Daubenton’s bats in a drain pipe under a 
bridge, Cotswold Water Park, April 2016 © Gareth Harris 



Thank you to all those who contributed to this 
publication and helped to improve earlier drafts, 
in particular, Eric Palmer, Jenny Bennett, Will 
Ponting and Ben Welbourn. But in particular 
thank you to many of the bat workers who 
helped us with the surveys in the first place. 
Furthermore, thank you to all of the numerous 
funders, landowners and householders who 
supported these surveys by enabling purchase of 
equipment and training, access to land and 
roosting sites for generally supporting this bat 
conservation in the CWP.  
   
Gareth Harris, Cotswold Water Park Bat 
Initiative. 

Download the atlas here or here.  

 

Bat Records and Data Submission 
One of the key reasons for the existence of 
Wiltshire Bat Group is to promote the survey and 
recording of bats across Wiltshire to enhance our 
understanding of the species currently present in 
the county. Using such information we can 
promote and deliver the conservation of 
Wiltshire’s bats. In order to do this most 
effectively we need to share our data with 
partner organisations (with the appropriate 
caveats in place of course, for example regarding 
names and addresses of roost locations and 
location resolution).  

Managing our data, which is growing rapidly at 
present, is a considerable task for your county 
recorder, and so thankfully, WSBRC are able to 
offer considerable support in this regard. A 
steady flow of data is arriving from a variety of 
sources ranging from monitoring schemes on 
Wildlife Trust reserves, bat group projects and a 
wide variety of ecological consultancies. We are 
currently receiving historical datasets as well as 
more recent data, all of which is incredibly useful 
to the bat group and its partners. 

It is worth reminding bat group members that 
Wiltshire is a superb county for bats (arguably 
one of the best in the UK!), for example: 

• Supporting nationally and internationally 
important populations of Greater and Lesser 
Horseshoe Bats in the SACs of Chilmark 
Quarry and Bath & Bradford-on-Avon and 
various SSSIs, which may also be notified for 
hibernating Barbastelle and Bechstein’s Bats 
too.  

• The Cotswold Water Park supports 14 
species including the Nathusius’ Pipistrelle 
bat,  

• The Braydon Forest supports significant 
numbers of Bechstein’s Bats.  

• The Savernake Forest is well known for its 
Barbastelle bats, but Bechstein’s and Lesser 
Horseshoe have also been recorded here (in 
2015-2016!). 

• The Bentley Wood / Blackmoor Copse area 
is known to support Barbastelle and 
Bechstein’s bats.  

• The woodlands in the south of the county, 
within the New Forest National Park for 
example, likewise support rare woodland 
bats such as Bechstein’s bat as well as both 
horseshoe bats,  

• The Westbury / Trowbridge area likewise 
supports Bechstein’s bat and both 
horseshoes.  

• Recent surveys have highlighted new 
populations of species such as Bechstein’s 
and Barbastelle bat in Devizes, foraging on 
the edge of town, highlighting that much 
remains to be found in Wiltshire!  

So, another plea from me – please submit your 
bat data! We urgently need your bat data. The 
following information may not be news for many 
of you, but it perhaps serves as a reminder as to 
why submitting your data is so important. Data 
can be submitted to either WSBRC or to the bat 
group. Everything the bat group receives is 
shared with WSBRC. 

Why do we need your bat data? 

http://www.waterpark.org/cwp-bat-atlas-published/
http://www.waterpark.org/what-we-do/conservation/


Bat data is needed within Wiltshire for a variety 
of reasons; 

• Ensuring that planning and development 
proposals are fully informed and that bat 
populations aren’t significantly 
negatively impacted 

• Monitoring of existing designated sites 
for bats, e.g. Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) such as Box Mine, Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs) such as 
Chilmark Quarry and Bath & Bradford-
on-Avon. Wiltshire is blessed with a 
number of SSSIs for bats and 2 SACs for 
Bats, an indication of how important our 
county is. It’s also worth noting that 
important bat populations are known on 
SSSIs where the primary reason for 
notification wasn’t originally bats – for 
example, woodland SSSI designated for 
their flora, fauna, lichens and/or veteran 
trees. 

• The Wiltshire Mammal Atlas Project 
(WMAP) – this project is also 
contributing to the National Mammal 
Atlas Project (NMAP). WMAP will result 
in publication of an updated county atlas 
for mammals, including bats, in the near 
future. Help us update the known 
distribution of bats in Wiltshire by 
submitting your bats. Large parts of 
Wiltshire remain unsurveyed for bats, so 
even your records of common species 
are of great interest. 
 
 

Historical Data 

We urgently need your bat data – if you have 
data in notebooks, on recording forms or in excel 
spreadsheets that are yet to be shared, please 
consider doing so. If you need help reformatting 
these records, please ask and please get in 
touch. We’ll help if we can! 

How should you submit the data?  

Data can be sent to either: 

• The Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records 
Centre; email records to 
Records@wiltshirewildlife.org.  

More information can be found here: 
http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/ContactUs/Email
Form.aspx  

• Wiltshire Bat Group’s county bat recorder, 
Gareth Harris, wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com  

Please submit data using the Wiltshire Bat 
Group template spreadsheet, available on 
request from Gareth Harris.  

If you have ANY questions, queries or 
concerns, please let me know. Gareth 
Harris, March 2016. 

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire County Bat Recorder, 
Wiltshire Bat Group 

 

Ten Years in the Cotswold Water 
Park 
Well, that went by in a flash. I remember sitting 
in the Bakers Arms pub in Somerford Keynes, in 
early 2005, with Gareth Harris (Cotswold Water 
Park Society) and Jenny Bennett (the then 
Wiltshire County ecologist) feeling enthused 
about what we could find out and how we could 
make a difference in this ever-evolving 
landscape. Nationally important populations of 
waterbirds, aquatic plants, insects and even 
Black Poplars, but very little quality data existed 
on the bat front at all. 

The aim of the Cotswold Water Park Bat Initiative 
(grandly named after a few pints) was always to 
contribute to the CWP Biodiversity Action Plan, 
working with the CWP Society (which became 
the CWP Trust), landowners, mineral companies, 
local residents and conservation groups, to 
collect data and then take concrete steps to 
make the difference we wanted. 

For those of you not familiar with the CWP, 
(which incidentally is bigger and more complex 
than the Norfolk Broads), it covers an area of 

mailto:Records@wiltshirewildlife.org
http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/ContactUs/EmailForm.aspx
http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/ContactUs/EmailForm.aspx
mailto:wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com


about 45 square miles of North Wiltshire, a little 
bit of west Oxfordshire, and a chunk of south 
east Gloucestershire. The area includes a 
diversity of habitats including 155 lakes created 
by gravel extraction (1000+ ha of standing 
water), over 200 km of rivers, streams and 
ditches, damp meadows, small pockets of 
woodland and villages. It is an area under 
constant pressure, from mineral companies, 
leisure groups, holiday and second home 
development.  

We’ve always maintained that the CWPBI is 
independent of any Bat Group, so we were able 
to call on volunteers from Wiltshire, 
Gloucestershire, Avon, Oxfordshire, Dorset and 
Hampshire to help out. Over the years we’ve had 
over 150 volunteers from these groups, but also 
from the CWP Trust, Wildlife Trusts, Natural 
England and other bodies. Thank you, your 
contribution has been enormous. 

We’ve also received funding support from a 
number of organisations including 
Gloucestershire Naturalist’s Society, Wiltshire 
Bat Group, Gloucestershire Bat Group, GETCO 
and Cotswold District Council and many others! 
Again, thank you to you all. 

So what have we done? Statistics don’t tell the 
true story about the immense fun we have had, 
but to put it into perspective for you: 

• 30 transect surveys in 2005-2006 to 
launch the project, 

• Put up 230 bat boxes and monitored 
twice a year, 

• Put up and monitored 16 American-style 
bat boxes, 

• 12 Church surveys, 

• 35 bridge surveys, 

• 3 farm surveys, 

• Numerous walks, talks and training 
events, 

• Assisted in the construction of the Berry 
Farm bat house, a bat house constructed 
for Lesser Horseshoe bats (which moved 
in within 5 months of construction!), 

• Trapping surveys with mist nets and 
harp traps sometimes followed by 
radiotracking, for example of 
Daubenton’s bats. 

• Roost monitoring of a series of large 
roosts of Soprano Pipistrelles, plus 
Daubenton’s and Natterer’s roosts. 

• Published a yearly Newsletter, 

• Confirmed 14 species of bat within the 
CWP 

• Published the first Bat Atlas of its kind 
for the area. (More on this in another 
article). 

 

Over the years 1,200 bats have been processed 
from the bat boxes in the CWP, mostly Soprano 
pipistrelles, but with increasing incidence of 
Natterer’s and Daubenton’s, plus very 
occasionally Bechstein’s and Whiskered bats. 
Another upward trend has been in the recording 
of Nathusius’ pipistrelles on static detectors, no 
real surprise there and the quest to find their 
roosts continues. 

For the last 5 years, one of our box schemes has 
been checked monthly between April and 
September specifically to record and ring the 
Soprano pipistrelles using the boxes. The 
purpose of this study is to build up data on this 
species, the interactions between the males and 
females, their relationships, site faithfulness, and 
potentially their longevity.  This study is 
beginning to show some interesting findings, and 
a formal report will be published in due course. 

In 2006 the project branched out into the 
Braydon forest in North Wiltshire as a result of 
our discovery of a male Bechstein’s bats near 
Somerford Keynes.  This led to the discovery of a 
new Bechstein’s maternity site and then wider 



work across the rest of the Braydon Forest. This 
project has proved enormously successful too 
with Bechstein’s bat being recorded across the 
area, this work is continuing alongside the 
Wiltshire Bechstein’s Project in 2017.  

 
Ringing Soprano pipistrelle © Will Ponting 

 

A massive thank you to everyone who has 
helped out, including those individuals and 
groups who have provided funding over 
the years. I think we’ve made a real 
difference for bat conservation in the CWP 
and beyond, from knowing very little we 
have built up a consolidated picture of how 
the 14 species recorded so far use the 
landscape.  The data we have submitted to 
the Environmental Record Centres in 
Wiltshire and Gloucestershire has been 
used effectively to influence planning 
mitigations and improvements. It just goes 
to show what you can achieve if you put in 
a bit of effort.  

Will Ponting. Wiltshire Bat Group 

 

The Braydon Forest Bechstein’s 
Bat Project  
In Spring 2005 the Cotswold Water Park Trust 
(then, Society) launched the Cotswold Water 
Park Bat Initiative (CWPBI) with the support of 
the Gloucestershire and Wiltshire Bat Groups. As 
many of you may remember, the CWPBI was a 

partnership project originally led by Will Ponting 
and Jenny Bennett from Wiltshire Bat Group, and 
myself.  

One of the first surveys that this project 
launched was a series of bat box schemes across 
the CWP, amounting to over 150 bat boxes. One 
of the very first box checks near Somerford 
Keynes produced a male Bechstein’s Bat, the first 
such record in the area and one of the first 
records that the project ever generated! Not a 
bad start…… 

An assessment of nearby woodlands led us to 
the Braydon Forest, the old Royal Hunting Forest 
lying to the south of the CWP, bounded by 
Malmsbury to the west, Purton to the east, and 
the M4 to the south. The Braydon Forest had 
been subject to considerable conservation effort 
over a long period by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 

due to its species-rich meadows and woodlands 
supporting breeding Curlew, Great Crested 
Newts, various hairstreak butterflies and White 
Admiral and much more. Little was known of the 
bat interest. 

We (Will Ponting, Lisa Wade, and others) 
undertook some trapping surveys in one of the 
closer woodlands to the CWP in 2007 and again 

 
Processing Bechstein’s bats in the Braydon Forest, taking DNA 
samples with Dr Fiona Mathews and Patrick Wright, Exeter 
University © Will Ponting 



in 2008. And we trapped female and juvenile 
Bechstein’s bats. We established a bat box 
scheme and continued monitoring with trapping 
surveys and box checks. 

In 2010, supported by Eric Palmer, radiotracking 
studies of the Bechstein’s bat was undertaken in 
order to find tree roosts and then undertake 
emergence surveys to clarify the size of the 
population here. Three female Bechstein’s were 
tracked in 2010 and a number of roost trees 
were found, including some within the woodland 
and some on adjacent hedgerows. Emergence 
surveys indicated these were small colonies of 
only 12 bats. In 2011 the team aimed to catch 
and track another 2 bats. In late May 2011 bats 
were recorded in the bat boxes for the first time, 
notably 11 and 21 female Bechstein’s bats. A bat 
was tagged from each box and these bats were 
also tracked for several nights enabling location 
of additional tree roosts. 

Since 2011 the maternity 
colony has used the bat boxes 
each year, enabling ringing of 
adult females and juveniles 
each year. Notably they seem 
to prefer boxes placed in a 
high degree of clutter, in some 
cases obstructed by the 
canopy growth. 

Since 2010 we have surveyed 
a number of other woodlands 
across the Braydon Forest, 
confirming the fifth woodland 
in 2015. Dr Dani Linton, whilst 
working for Wiltshire Wildlife 
Trust, also confirmed 
Bechstein’s bats in one of the Trust reserves too.  
Thus far there have been no recorded 
movements of ringed bats between woodlands – 
considerable work remains to clarify how this 
(and other) species use the Braydon Forest.  
Surveys to date have indicated the presence of 
12 species of bat including all four Annex II 
species. 

The Braydon Forest Project is ongoing…… 

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire Bat Group (November 
2015) 

 

Wiltshire Bechstein’s Bat Project 
During 2007 BCT launched the national 
Bechstein’s Bat project, inviting involvement 
from a number of bat groups across the species’ 
range in southern England. Since Wiltshire Bat 
Group didn’t have a relationship with BCT at this 
time, WBG didn’t participate in this project and 
therefore didn’t benefit from the loan of 
equipment such as harp traps and Sussex 
Autobat acoustic lure, nor the training to use it. 
The result was a Wiltshire-shaped hole in the 
distribution maps produced by this project. (See 
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/bechsteins_bat_p
roject.html  and British Wildlife, August 2013). At 
this time, in Wiltshire, breeding Bechstein’s bats 

were known primarily from the Trowbridge area 
and the Braydon Forest in Wiltshire, with 
additional records from swarming sites 
elsewhere in the county. 

In 2014 therefore, I approached BCT to see if 
they’d loan me a Sussex Autobat (we already 
have access to harp traps and mist nets from 
other projects) for the 2014 field season, during 
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which we’d survey as many sites across Wiltshire 
as possible. Happily, BCT agreed and in 2014 the 
field team caught Bechstein’s bat in four new 
woodlands and caught Barbastelle bats in two. 
Many of the woodlands surveyed had previously 
received little or no bat survey so static detectors 
were deployed to these woodlands too in order 
to maximise the generation of records, helping 
to add a few more occupied squares to the 
distribution maps of a number of species, a 
valuable outcome for the forthcoming Wiltshire 
Mammal Atlas Project. 

Further surveys in 2015 confirmed lactating 
female Bechstein’s at a further two sites as well 
as Barbastelle’s (also lactating females) at a 
further site in the east of the county. 

The findings of the 2014 surveys highlighted 
some further research priorities and so I applied 
for funding to purchase radio-tags and 
radiotracking equipment. Lush (the high street 
ethical cosmetics store) obliged with £4000, 
Wessex Water with £303 and Wiltshire Council 
with £350.  

The study area comprised the woodlands and 
pastures of the valleys bounded by Devizes in the 
north, Urchfont in the south-east, West 
Lavington in the south-west. Bechstein’s Bats 
were first confirmed here in 2013 by Phil Brown, 
Bristol University, whilst doing research at Drews 
Pond Wood Devizes. We returned in 2014 and 
caught another male Bechstein’s, as well as 
recording Barbastelles on static detectors. We 
also trapped some woodlands near Market 
Lavington and caught a lactating female 
Barbastelle – the static detectors indicated a very 
high activity of Barbastelles - had we stumbled 
upon a breeding site for this species? We 
returned in 2015 to both locations catching and 
radiotracking a Bechstein’s male and Barbastelle 
female from Drews Pond Wood in May, as well 
as 3 post-lactating Barbastelle bats from the 
woodlands near Market Lavington in August. 
Radiotracking by the team highlighted roosting 
sites and foraging areas. Neither species was 

known from this part of Wiltshire prior to 2013 
so this work has already significantly extended 
our knowledge of these species in Wiltshire. 

Highlights from this work include meeting an 
enthusiastic and welcoming group of local 
landowners who provided unlimited access for 
this work, as well as a brilliant and committed 
radiotracking team who were radiotracking for 
many nights as well as working by day! 

 

Thus far, these projects have confirmed 
Bechstein’s at seven new woodlands in Wiltshire 
(i.e., aside from the long-term studies in the 
woodlands of Trowbridge) as well as 3-4 new 
sites for Barbastelle bats (including the 
radiotracking study sites). Thus far over half of 
the woodlands surveyed have yielded either or 
both of these species, indicating perhaps that 
these species have been very overlooked in 
Wiltshire, as well as indicating that we are 
blessed with some fantastic woodlands in the 
county! Furthermore, a number of woodlands 
yet to be surveyed clearly offer some excellent 
potential too, in particular the woodlands in the 
south of the county on the edge of the New 
Forest. It feels likely that much remains to be 
discovered here (and indeed one of the 2014 
study sites that produced Bechstein’s and 
Barbastelle bat was in this area).  

What’s next? I write this with that slightly 
exhausted end-of-bat-season feeling and so 
thoughts and plans for next year aren’t 
necessarily foremost in my mind! However, 
some additional work is required in the valleys 
south of Devizes to pin down exactly what the 
Bechstein’s are doing here – we need to prove if 
this species is breeding here. Furthermore, there 
are some excellent woodlands and wooded 
landscapes in the south of Wiltshire that I’m 
keen to look at too, that so far have seen little 
survey effort. 

All of this work has been the result of large 
numbers of supportive landowners, funders and 
organisations such as Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 



Forestry Commission, Lush, Wessex Water, 
Cotswold Water Park Trust, Wiltshire & Swindon 
Biological Records Centre and Wiltshire Council. 
Numerous bat group members assisted with this 
work, including the radiotracking – all are 
thanked for their help and good humour during 
early morning surveys!  

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire Bat Group (November 
2015). 

 

Green Lane Wood Bechstein’s 
Monitoring Project 
Last summer I had the opportunity to volunteer 
with the Bechstein population monitoring 
surveys in Green Lane and Biss woods.  
 
The woodlands are an incredible mosaic of 
habitats: glades created for the power lines 
dissect the well-managed hazel coppice, whilst 
deeper into the woods, tall oak standards 
compete with the ash trees for the light of high 
summer.  
 
Finding the bat boxes in the trees was a 
challenge as most of the boxes were labelled 
with the number two and had been moved since 
the last surveys had taken place; however, I did 
seem to have a hidden talent for constantly 
finding the number sixteen box.  
 
Once the group found the boxes, we would take 
turns climbing the ladder to check the boxes for 
bats which meant the group became more 
familiar with me, I found that they would 
retrieve the epiphytic mosses from my beard 
without warning.  
 
When the bats were processed, the team of 
volunteers all had different roles depending on 
experience or rabies immunity. The bats are 
weighed and sexed; we also learned how to 
assess their breeding status using their nipples as 
an indicator of lactation and their age using their 
wings as a sign of bone development.  
 
The Bechstein bats within Green Lane and Biss 
Woods are affected from current development 

within the area, so surveying their population is 
important.  
 
We were also joined by Patrick Wright, a student  
from Exeter University who is doing his PHD on 
the genetic diversity of Bechstein populations. It 
will be interesting to see if the Bechstein’s from 
Green Lane share the same genetics with the 
population from Biss Wood.  
 
We found a lot of active Bechstein’s roosts: the 
bat roosts would range from the lonely solitary 
male to a warm and lively maternity roost of 
thirty Bechstein’s that were eager to escape. The 
Bechstein bats are amazing, enigmatic creatures; 
their warm, furry bodies almost hide their 
aggressive predatory faces that must create 
nightmares for invertebrates of the night. As I 
felt their delicate body shiver in my hand in an 
attempt to warm themselves, I was reminded of 
their fragile existence in the remnants of 
woodland with which we have left them.  
 
Martin Thomas Smith 

 

 

Savernake Forest Barbastelle Bat 
Project 
The Savernake Project was originally established 
by Steve Laurence, previous Chair of Wiltshire 
Bat Group, to study the Barbastelle bats and 
other species within the Forest and surrounding 
area. Under Steve’s direction, the project 
focussed upon three key components; bat boxes 
within the Forest, trapping surveys and 
radiotracking of Barbastelle bats and hibernation 
checks and swarming surveys of the disused 
railway tunnel (“Marlborough Tunnel”). 

During this time, Steve and other bat group 
members demonstrated that the Savernake 
Forest and surrounding area supports a 
maternity colony of Barbastelle bats (as well as 
other species such as Natterer’s, Noctule, and 
Brown Long-eared Bats). Use of the bat boxes by 
maternity groups, ringing studies and 
radiotracking has allowed improved 



understanding of how this population uses the 
Savernake Forest, where they  roost and where 
they forage (foraging across a wide area across 
the North Wessex Downs AONB and Pewsey 

Vale). Monitoring of Marlborough Tunnel has 
shown that it supports high numbers of 
hibernating bats, mainly Natterer’s bats but with 
smaller numbers of Daubenton’s and occasional 
Brown Long-eared, Whiskered/Brandts, 
Serotine and Barbastelle bats. Swarming 
surveys have shown that the site attracts 
reasonable numbers of bats through late 
summer and autumn, dominated by 
Natterer’s and Daubenton’s bats but 
with Whiskered, Brown Long-eared and 
other species also recorded.  

Following Steve’s departure from 
Wiltshire, I “inherited” the coordination 
of this project with the support of Will 
Ponting. We will continue to focus upon 
the three key components and are using 
2015 and 2016 as an opportunity to 
review how the project continues with 
the resources now available.  

During 2015, most of the 100+ bat boxes across 
the Savernake were checked, maintained and in 
some cases lowered (some were placed knee-
wobblingly high up the trees). No Barbastelle 

bats were found at this time but large numbers 
of Natterer’s bat and Soprano Pips were using 
the boxes. Trapping surveys caught and recorded 
a number of Barbastelle bats. Monitoring of the  

tunnel produced the highest count of 
hibernating bats to date (543 bats) in 
winter 2014-15, whilst in winter 2015-
16 overall numbers were lower 
(presumably due to the warm winter 
conditions) but a Lesser Horseshoe bat 
was recorded for the first time. 
Swarming surveys at the tunnel in 
autumn 2015 recorded good numbers of 
bats, mainly Natterer’s and Daubenton’s 
but also several Barbastelle and a 
Bechstein’s bat (recorded here very 
rarely).  

A large number of bat group members 
supported this work in 2015 – thank you 
to you all. Thanks also to North Wessex 
Downs AONB who provided funds and 

support for this project in 2015-16 and ongoing. 
Forestry Commission are thanked for their 
ongoing support of this project within the 
Savernake Project whilst the owner of 

Marlborough Tunnel is likewise thanked for their 
continued support. 

Lisa Wade, April 2016 

 
Hibernating Natterer’s bat in crevices in brickwork, Savernake 
Tunnel, January 2015 © Gareth Harris 

 
Hibernation checks at Marlborough Tunnel, January 2015 © Will 
Ponting 



Hanging out at Langford Lakes 

This has been my first year running this project, 
following on from some great work by Phil and 
Mary Smith from the Five Rivers Bat Group. It 
has been another soprano dominated year down 
at Langford Lakes WWT reserve.  

The 12 boxes were checked pre and post 
maternity this year with a total of 4 common 
pipistrelles (3F/1M) and 10 soprano pipistrelles 
(8m/2F) in the boxes.  

It would appear that they are favouring some 
boxes with no droppings found in others and I 
will be looking to relocated the unused boxes 
this year.  

I also deployed a static detector, kindly loaned to 
me by Neil Pullen at Wiltshire Wildlife Trust over 
the eastern lake in an effort to possibly pick up 
some Nathusius’ pipistrelles. Unfortunately, I did 
not record any but I will try again in 2016. The 
bats recorded consisted of both common and 
soprano pipistrelles, a large number of myotis 
species and the occasional noctule. The ratio of 
soprano to common pipistrelles passes recorded 
was a whopping 13 to 1 which clearly shows that 
the site has more foraging sopranos than a New 
Jersey Italian Deli-fahgettabouddit!  

I am also delighted to announce that the project 
received a donation of £275 from Lorraine 
Blakey, former chair of the sadly defunct Five 
Rivers Bat Group. I have used this to purchase 
whopping 10 Schwegler 2FN bat boxes thanks to 
the generosity of my previous company (Ecosulis 
Ltd) who allowed me to purchase some of their 
excess stock at a great discount. Ashley White 
(Field Officer for WWT) has kindly offered to help 
me to install them this year in the eastern 
reaches of the reserve and along the banks of 
the Wylie to give a good even coverage and 
possibly attract some different species away 
from the soprano pipistrelle maternity colony. 

I also plan to run a public event to complete an 
emergence count of the maternity colony this 

year and possibly a guided walk to follow so 
watch this space….! 

Ben Mitchell, 2015 

 

 

Lydiard and Stanton Park 

There are fifteen bat boxes each in three of the 
main parks in Swindon: Lydiard Park, Stanton 
Park and Coate Water Country Park. Having 
taken on the Swindon Bat Box Project midway 
through last year (thank you to Danielle Linton 
for all the work she has done for this project in 
the past), we only managed to get out to check 
Stanton Park in 2015.  

 

The check was carried out on the 5th September 
and I was joined by Lorna Roberts and Graham 
O'Mahoney. We found five out of the fifteen 
boxes to be occupied at the time of the survey. 
All the bats we found were adult soprano 
pipistrelles. We had two in one of the boxes and 
individuals in a further four boxes.  

I plan to check the boxes at each park at least 
once each this year, with the first check planned 
for April 30th at Lydiard Park.  

If you would like anymore information about the 
Swindon Bat Box Project please feel free to email 
me on charlottebell6@gmail.com" 

 

 

A Plea to Volunteer Bat Roost 
Visitors for Natural England / Bat 
Conservation Trust 

A number of WBG members are licensed to 
delivered VBRV visits for NE/BCT. WBG and 
WSBRC receives the biological records relating to 
these visits and in processing the data a couple 
of issues have become clear and I’d like to ask for 
your help in resolving them. 

mailto:charlottebell6@gmail.com


Firstly, the roost report form (RRF) asks whether 
you are happy for your name to be shared with 
the local biological records centre when the data 
are shared. Many VBRVs ask for their name NOT 
to be shared.  Can I ask that VBRVs re-consider 
this please – the biological record is of greater 
value with the recorders name attached (rather 
than simply Natural England Roost Visitor). 
Please remember that these records are used by 
WSBRC to inform various planning and policy 
processes. We need the high quality data. 

Secondly, the roost report form asks you to 
provide a 6 figure grid reference of the roost’s 
location. Surprisingly, many VBRVs provide an 
incorrect grid reference. Although the RRF also 
includes the address and post code of the 
location, when the records are shared with us 
the full address isn’t provided, so the location 
provided may simply be a town and the first part 
of the postcode – clearly this isn’t enough to 
accurately locate the record, especially if the grid 
reference provided is incorrect! Can I ask that 
VBRVs ensure that they provide a correct grid 
reference please. The online tool, UK Grid 
Reference 
Finder  http://gridreferencefinder.com/# can be 
used to generate accurate grid references. 

Any queries, please let me know. Gareth Harris. 

 

Bat SAC Guidance published by 
Wiltshire Council 
In autumn 2015, Natural England and Wiltshire 
Council, supported by partners such as local Bat 
Groups and researchers such as Dr Fiona Mathews, 
produced new Bat SAC guidance for Wiltshire.  

This guidance has been prepared jointly by Natural 
England (NE), Wiltshire Council and local experts and 
researchers. It is aimed at applicants, agents, 
consultants and planners involved in producing and 
assessing development proposals in the landscapes 
surrounding Wiltshire’s most sensitive bat roosting 
sites which are protected by European wildlife 
legislation, including the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon 

Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Chilmark 
Quarries SAC, and Mottisfont SAC. 

The guidance can be downloaded from the Wiltshire 
Council website here. 

 

And finally….. 
Huge thanks to all contributors to this, the first, 
newsletter of Wiltshire Bat Group and in 
particular Lis Weidt for compiling and editing it. 

We welcome contributions from all WBG 
members and friends, so if you have something 
of interest to share or projects to report upon, 
please get in touch. 

Wiltshire Bat Group is YOUR bat group, so the 
more you get involved and contribute, the better 
it will become!  

We look forward to seeing you at some of the 
forthcoming training events and surveys. 

 

Richard Dodd, Chair  

wiltsbg@gmail.com  

Will Ponting, Membership & Treasurer 
wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Gareth Harris, County Recorder 
wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com  

 

Website: http://bit.ly/WiltsBG 

Twitter: @wiltsbg  

http://gridreferencefinder.com/
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planninganddevelopment/biodiversityanddevelopment/writingecologicalsurveysplanning.htm
mailto:wiltsbg@gmail.com
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