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Welcome to the spring edition of the Wiltshire 

Mammal Group newsletter. We hope you 

enjoy this newsletter, and indeed, the recent 

events that the group has provided. A huge 

thanks you to all, whether you have helped 

organise the events or supported the group 

by attending them! 

Notes from the Chair 

Ben Williams 

After a wet and grey winter spring is now well 

and truly set in there are a plethora of 

mammals out and about. Young are 

emerging and playing in the open making it 

a great time to sit and watch.  These often 

playful and charismatic creatures can 

reinvigorate anyone's interest in the natural 

world.  It is a great time of the year to do 

some mammal surveys, with lots of activity 

and vegetation at just the right height (long 

enough to make tracks / paths easily visible 

but not too long that e.g. stinging nettles are 

prohibitive).  I encourage each and every 

one of you to take a mammal walk, whether 

it is along a river looking for signs of otter and 

water vole or in a local park looking for signs 

of fox and badger or in the wider 

countryside keeping an eye out for brown 

hares.  

The Wiltshire Mammal Group now has 

constitution in place formalising the group 

and many of the things we are already 

doing.  All WMG members and those 

undertaking mammal training with us are 

covered under our insurance provided that 

certain conditions are met, for further details 

please get in touch.  The insurance provides 

a peace of mind for any surveyors and land 

owners which may be worried about e.g. 

public liability, let’s just hope that we never 

have to use it  

We are now in the process of producing the 

Wiltshire Mammal Atlas which we hope will 

be out this summer for all to read.  Thank you 

to everyone who submitted records to us.  

However, we have noticed a steep decline 

in records since the deadline of the Atlas – 

please keep the records coming! There are 

still a number of blank patches on many of 

the species maps, to find out where your 

effort would make the biggest impact 

please contact us on 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk.   

Lastly, but certainly not least, I am sure you 

would all like to join me in welcoming two 

new committee members Grace Elwood, 

the groups Secretary and Jasmine Walters 

who will be leading on the Wiltshire 

Hedgehog Project. 

Wiltshire Mammal Atlas:  

A Mammal Atlas for Wiltshire – 

Publication pending!  

Gareth Harris 

Thank you to all recorders contributing data 

thus far to the Wiltshire Mammal Atlas 

Project! 

Progress so far….. 

In 2013 The Mammal Society launched a 

national atlas project to update the current 

knowledge of the distribution of mammals in 

the UK and to promote further conservation 

effort. At this time, Wiltshire Mammal Group 

(WMG) and Wiltshire & Swindon Biological 

Records Centre (WSBRC), launched the 

Wiltshire Mammal Atlas Project (WMAP) to 



contribute to the national project and to 

enable the update of the previous Wiltshire 

Mammal Atlas, Mammals in Wiltshire, 1997. 

WMG was galvanised into action, recruiting 

new members and rolling out a series of 

training events and surveys to promote 

mammal recording and monitoring in during 

2013-2015, including basic mammal 

identification, owl pellet analyses, Hedgehog 

survey, Brown Hare survey and Dormouse 

Monitoring. WMG members have collected 

over 5000 mammal records during 2013-2015 

and initiated a series of long-term monitoring 

projects. 

During 2014 Wiltshire Bat Group (WBG) 

became a project partner and rolled out 

“square-bashing” surveys targeting the 

under-recorded areas of the county, yielding 

considerable new bat data. WBG delivered 

training events for members and established 

3 new monitoring schemes. 

Additional datasets relating to long term 

monitoring of bats and other mammals have 

also been received from existing projects 

and ecological consultancies – a huge 

thank you to all contributors. 

WSBRC have supported this partnership 

throughout, by guiding the collection and 

management of data, promoting the 

Groups and the atlas project, helping to 

recruit new members and providing venues 

for training events. All data are also being 

shared with the Mammal Society for the 

national mammal atlas project. 

The WMAP has already increased the 

recording and monitoring of mammals in 

Wiltshire and promoted considerable 

partnership working across the county, 

ensuring that these projects will continue 

beyond the publication of the Wiltshire and 

National Atlases. Living Record, the online 

recording tool, has been a key part of this 

project, encouraging data submission and 

stimulating interest in mammal recording in 

Wiltshire. 

The deadline for data submission was the 

31st January 2016 and throughout the spring 

the team have been collating and analysing 

data. WSBRC will produce the distribution 

maps, each presenting occupied tetrads 

(2km by 2km squares) for each species. 

The final document will be published during 

the summer of 2016 and will comprise a 

freely-available web-based document 

which will be quick and easy to update with 

new survey findings and updated maps. 

It is hoped that this atlas will help to promote 

the importance of the county, its habitats 

and mammal species, to a wider audience, 

promoting the importance of safeguarding 

important sites for mammals, now and in the 

future, to local planning authorities, statutory 

bodies such as Natural England and 

Environment Agency, as well as nature 

reserve managers across the county. This 

includes those sites where mammals are the 

feature of interest for designated sites, for 

example the bat species listed on the 

Special Areas of Conservation at Bath & 

Bradford-on-Avon and Chilmark Quarries, 

and Dormice included as features of the 

Savernake Forest SSSI. 

Wiltshire is an incredible county supporting 

significant numbers of many of the UK’s 

species of conservation, ranging from 

recovering populations of Otters and 

Polecat, to Brown Hare, Water vole, Harvest 

Mice and Hedgehog. The county also 

supports nationally and internationally-

important sites for bats (such as the SACs 

mentioned above). Furthermore, recent 

surveys are highlighting important 

populations of rare woodland bats such as 

Bechstein’s and Barbastelle bats. 

Help support your local mammal 

populations, whether by supporting the 

Hedgehogs in your garden, or supporting the 

survey work by the mammal group and bat 

group – and of course, don’t forget, please 

send in the records of mammals and other 

wildlife that you see around the county. 

The atlas project may be nearing conclusion, 

but we still need to continue the survey and 

monitoring of mammals across Wiltshire – we 



will deliver updates to the atlas as we make 

new significant discoveries and advances in 

knowledge, for example, following the Brown 

Hare surveys. 

How should you submit the data? 

Data can be sent to either: 

1. The Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records 

Centre; email records to 

Records@wiltshirewildlife.org. More 

information can be found here 

2. Wiltshire Mammal Group; Please submit 

data using the Wiltshire Mammal Group 

template spreadsheet, available on request 

or downloadable from the WSBRC website. 

3. Living Record; Contact us for details on 

signing up to use Living Record and on 

getting started. This system is the preferred 

method for submitting biological records in 

Wiltshire and can be used for all flora and 

fauna. 

Note: where possible we’d be grateful if you 

could avoid using irecord to submit mammal 

and bat records in Wiltshire – Living Record is 

the preferred tool for recording in Wiltshire 

and ensures that we can make the most of 

your records. 

Any problems, or queries, please get in 

touch! 

A touch of the more exotic 
……in Wiltshire? We need these 

records too! 

Gareth Harris 

In recent years, there has been a flurry of 

sightings of more exotic mammal species in 

Wiltshire, ranging from large cats and wild 

boar to wallabies! 

To date there has been no systematic 

collation of such records, a fact which is 

highlighted in the drafting of species 

accounts for the forthcoming Wiltshire 

Mammal Atlas, since we have little historic or 

recent information regarding such species. It 

is easy to discount these species as oddities 

or unimportant, or as insignificant escapes 

from farms and smallholdings, however there 

is increasing interest in the recording of non-

native species at a national level, for 

example, in relation to the National Mammal 

Atlas Project.  

We’d be grateful to receive more 

information regarding more exotic mammal 

species in Wiltshire that are encountered in a 

wild context (i.e. not pets or obviously 

escaped livestock), for example Wild Boar, 

exotic felids, Red-necked Wallabies and 

anything else you might see. But please be 

prepared for requests for additional 

information – such requests are simply part of 

the data collection process. 

Note that there are several reliable records 

of large Leopard-type cats in Wiltshire, as 

well as recent records of Red-necked 

Wallabies during 2015 (and not just the 

reports of “Wanda the Wallaby” around 

Marlborough (numerous media reports, for 

example)!! 

Where possible we will use the term “Wild 

Felids” and this will include escaped exotic 

cat breeds such as Bengal Cats, smaller 

species such as Leopard Cat , as well as the 

more familiar species such as Leopard, Black 

Leopard (also known as panthers), Puma 

(also known as Mountain Lion and Cougar) 

and Lynx (also known at Bobcats). It is likely 

that some of the wild felids reported are feral 

domestic cats, which can attain a hefty size 

much larger than typical pet cats. Note that 

a number of wild felids have been 

CONFIRMED in Wiltshire, including feral 

Bengal Cats and Leopard Cats, often by 

being killed on roads. There have also been 

a number of reliable sightings of Leopard-

type big cats too. 

Where possible we will seek advice and 

consultation from Rick Minter, a friend and 

supporter of Wiltshire Mammal Group [see his 

blog and book] in order to add to the 

growing understanding and body of 

knowledge of wild felids in the UK, whilst 

maintaining site confidentiality at all times. 

http://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/11357103.Hopes_grow_that_Wanda___Wiltshire_s_wandering_wallaby___will_be_reunited_with_owners/?ref=mr
http://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/11357103.Hopes_grow_that_Wanda___Wiltshire_s_wandering_wallaby___will_be_reunited_with_owners/?ref=mr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bengal_cat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leopard_cat
https://bigcat101.wordpress.com/
https://bigcat101.wordpress.com/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Big-Cats-Facing-Britains-Predators/dp/1849950423


Mammal Groups elsewhere in the UK have 

promoted the study and recording of wild 

felids for a number of years. Northumbria 

Mammal Group (part of the Natural History 

Society of Northumbria) have provided some 

fascinating information on their website here, 

including Ian Bond’s now out-of-print book 

on the subject (Big Cats in Northumbria –

Path of the Panther). 

There is growing evidence of a small feral 

population of Wild Boar in North Wiltshire, 

presumed to originate from captive or 

farmed animals – further information on 

these would also be welcome.  

Please send sightings and information to the 

mammal group, via the group's website or 

email (using the Contact Us form), or snail 

mail (c/o WSBRC, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Elm 

Tree Court, Long Street, Devizes, SN10 1NJ), 

marking for attention of Gareth Harris. Where 

preferred, observations can be treated in 

absolute confidence. 

Dormouse Survey and 

Monitoring 

Gareth Harris 

A year ago, a number of consultancies and 

other friends of the mammal group kindly 

donated their unwanted dormouse tubes 

which we’ve been cleaning up and 

deploying to new sites for survey across 

Wiltshire. Earlier this year ECOSA kindly 

donated yet more tubes – thank you to 

Simon Colenutt and Ed Venables at ECOSA. 

Survey and monitoring in 2016 

There will be further opportunities to 

participate in dormouse monitoring projects 

in 2016. 

Some monitoring projects in Wiltshire are run 

by existing volunteer groups with their own 

trainees, but the following schemes are open 

to involvement from WMG members and 

friends. If you’re not a WMG member 

already, we’d strongly encourage you to 

join, in order to help support these monitoring 

schemes. Paying members will be prioritised! 

 Nockatt’s Coppice (Centerparcs, 

Longleat Estate, Warminster)  

 Lead: Louisa Kilgallen 

louisa.kilgallen@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 Windy Dido, Cholderton Estate 

(Salisbury)  

 Lead: Sue Walker 

sue.wiltsimages@btinternet.com  

 Tubes established in 2015. Dormouse 

status unknown. 

 Collingbourne Wood (Collingbourne 

Ducis)  

 Lead: Chloe Delgery 

missgy79@googlemail.com 

 Savernake Forest NDMP 

(Marlborough)  

 Lead: Mark Satinet 

mark.satinet@o2.co.uk  

 Dates are: 16th April, 21st May, 18th 

June, 16th July, 20th August, 17th 

September, 15th October and 19th 

November but please book and 

confirm. 

 West Wood (Marlborough)  

 Lead: Chloe Delgery 

missgy79@googlemail.com 

  

If you’d like to get involved in these schemes, 

please email the project lead using the email 

address above in order to find out the 

available survey dates. Bear in mind that 

schemes have varying numbers of survey 

dates and volunteers helping already (and 

that we are all volunteers doing this in our 

spare time).  

If you’re keen to get involved in dormouse 

work, please email directly the project 

leaders listed above.  

Wiltshire Hedgehog Project 

Jasmine Walters 

The Wiltshire Hedgehog Project will be stirring 

into action again this spring, ready for a 

season of recording for 2016. As you are 

probably aware hedgehogs are having a 

tough time in recent years, with numbers 

halving in rural areas and declining by a third 

in urban areas since 2000, according to 

http://www.nhsn.ncl.ac.uk/sections-mammals.php
http://www.nhsn.ncl.ac.uk/sections-mammals.php
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/projects/wiltshire-mammal-atlas-project/
mailto:louisa.kilgallen@wiltshire.gov.uk
mailto:sue.wiltsimages@btinternet.com
mailto:missgy79@googlemail.com
mailto:mark.satinet@o2.co.uk
mailto:missgy79@googlemail.com


recent estimations by the PTES. In Wiltshire we 

want to raise awareness of the challenges 

hedgehogs face as well as promote 

recording for the species in order to 

investigate their distribution in the County. 

Do hedgehogs use your garden? 

We have stacks of mammal footprint tunnels 

ready to find their way into the gardens of 

hedgehog lovers across Wiltshire! To survey 

your own garden simply…. 

 Get in touch at 

jasmine@wiltshirewildlife.org to borrow 

a survey equipment pack and 

arrange a pick up time and date from 

Devizes. The survey runs from now to 

September. 

 Set up the tunnel in your garden 

following instructions, and wait for inky 

footprints to appear. The chances are 

you’ll have a range of footprints to 

identify, so this survey is a great 

chance to hone your footprint ID skills. 

 Fill in your recording form and return 

to us along with the equipment. 

We plan to use this important data to build a 

hedgehog distribution map across Wiltshire.  

Hedgehog survey training 

If you wish to receive some training before 

borrowing your survey equipment pack, we 

are planning on running a training workshop 

to guide volunteers through how to use the 

tunnels. Please email 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk to let 

us know if you are interested. 

We are also collaborating with the Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust project, Wild Connections, to run 

a Hedgehog themed day at Smallbrook 

Meadows in Warminster on June 2nd. This is 

an event for families who can spend the day 

taking part in hedgehog themed crafts, 

meeting real life hedgehogs, and taking 

home one of the WMG mammal footprint 

tunnels to survey for hedgehogs in their own 

garden. 

 

 

 

Does Size Matter? 

Sophie Watts 

As a Predation Student at the Game and 

Wildlife Conservation Trust I was involved with 

the Waders for Real project in the Avon 

Valley. My role involved mustelid and small 

predator monitoring through the use of mink 

rafts and tracking tunnels. There is often 

ambiguity among the general public when it 

comes to the identification of mustelids, 

therefore I thought this image depicting the 

obvious size difference might be of interest. 

Not only does this image show an increase in 

size from the least weasel Mustela nevalis, 

female and male stoat Mustela erminae, 

and an American mink Neovison vison (left 

to right), it also shows the distinctive black tail 

tuft of a stoat.  

 

 

 

 

 

© Sophie May Watts 



Beavers 

Martin Smith 

 I recently went to see an enclosed 

research trial on beavers (Castor fiber) on 

the catchment of the river Tamar. Two C. 

fiber have been at the site since 2010 and 

they have since managed to fell, or at least 

try to fell, every tree in sight. It is quite 

remarkable the amount of water being held 

back by the riparian engineers: their damns 

stagger up the small brook, forming 

successive knee-deep pools within the 

woodland which has the feel of a primeval 

remnant of England’s marshy past. The 

farmer overseeing the project informed us 

that this small brook remained dry 

throughout most of the year, but now the C. 

fibre retain the water, creating habitat for 

species from bats to amphibians.  In fact, 

there has been a nine hundred percent 

increase in frog spawn over the last six years, 

which has contributed to the increase of 

predatory birds such as the grey heron 

(Ardea cinerea). This has resulted in what 

once would have been the natural 

phenomenon of star spawn which is created 

when herons predate on female frogs in the 

trees, leaving trails of frog spawn globulating 

on the mossy tree limbs and expanding in 

the midday sun.  Of course, these mammals 

are master conservationists and would put 

many consultancy contractors to shame. 

They alleviate floods, coppice the ever-

encroaching willows, improve water quality 

and restore biodiversity.  The results from this 

trial will be presented by the Devon Wildlife 

Trust this year and will add to the debate 

regarding C.fiber reintroduction.  Hopefully, 

we will have legitimate populations within 

the county of Wiltshire which can be 

managed to improve the surrounding 

ecological health and to also mitigate any 

potential damage that they may cause. C. 

fiber was not a species we could not live 

with, but a species that we valued too 

highly. One day the sight of beavers, and 

hopefully star spawn too, may once again 

become commonplace in the water-ways of 

Wiltshire.  

I didn’t get to see the crepuscular beaver 

but I did see lots of their work. 

 

Droppings Challenge 

Ben Williams 

Are you able to name the species for which 

these old names for droppings were used? 

 Waggying 

 Friants 

 Werderobe 

 Fumet 

 Crotels 

 Spraints 

Hint: some may still be in use today 

 

© Martin Smith 



Dormouse 

Martin Smith 

A drawing from my artistic friend Sophie 

Mutter of a torpid dormouse that we 

discovered in North woods. We also had a 

barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus) in a 

dormouse box and many blue tits and great 

tits.   

 

Crossword Answers 

Tim Kay 

How many did you get without cheating? 

A massive well done to anyone that got 

them all without any searching the internet – 

there were some tricky ones.   

Across: 

1.  Form 

6.  Red Necked Wallaby 

7.  Colin Dann 

11. Tarka 

12. Drey 

13. Shrew 

16. Common Seal 

18. Ratty 

19. Barn Owl 

20. Muntjac 

22. Orkney 

24. Jasmine Tea 

 

Down: 

1. Field Vole 

2. Beaver 

3. Brock 

4. Jill 

5. Glis Glis 

8. Jack 

9. Bigwig 

10. Harvest 

12. Dama Dama 

14. Ratzilla 

15. Scilly 

17. Fortress 

21. Two 

23. Kit 

 

Equipment 

Don’t forget the group has a range of 

equipment available to loan out free of 

charge to our members including: 

 Longworth traps 

 Footprint tunnels 

 Trail camera 

If there is any other equipment that you 

would like to use or think the group should 

purchase then let us know and we will look 

into the feasibility of it.   

 

Upcoming events 

 NBMP Introductory Bat Detector 

Workshop - 30th April 2016  

o https://bats.eventhq.co.uk/nb

mp-wiltshire-april-2016  

 Hedgehog Day – 2nd june 2016  

o Smallbrook Meadows, 

Warminster 

 Open Farm Sunday – 5th June 2016 

o Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe 

 Bioblitz - 25th June 2016 

o https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org

/Event/bioblitz   

 

 

https://bats.eventhq.co.uk/nbmp-wiltshire-april-2016
https://bats.eventhq.co.uk/nbmp-wiltshire-april-2016
https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/Event/bioblitz
https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/Event/bioblitz

