
Wiltshire Mammal Group General Minutes 

Date: 4th April 2016 

Present: Ben Williams (BW), Jacqui Collins (JC), Colin Crook (CC), Purgle Linham (PL), Kate Hand (KH), 

Lisa Wade (LW), Gareth Harris (GH), Sarah Jupp (SJ), Carolyn Jureidini (CJ), Grace Elwood (GE), 

Jasmine Walters (JW), Kip D’Aucourt (KD), Paul Wexler (PW), Andrew Barrett (AB), Hannah Claydon 

(HC), Jan Youens (JY) and Tony Youens (TY) 

Apologies: Mark Satinet (MS) 

Chair: Ben Williams (BW) 

Discussion Action Point 

Membership 
Recap to members present that membership has been annualised. 

BW to send out 
email to 
membership 

Hare Survey 
There are around 30 volunteers signed up for hare surveys but very few 
surveys are actually being carried out. Where hare surveys have been 
carried out they are drawing a lot of ‘blanks’. Gareth proposes that this 
is because the national method is not great as it advocates a surveying 
period that is too early in the year, when hares are hiding in more 
sheltered areas such as woodland. If we repeat the national method 
closer to the breeding period we could potentially show the method is 
flawed after which we could abandon the transects used. This would 
prove easier on gaining landowners permission, and generally we don’t 
need the replication or have the time/volunteers. 

 

Newsletter 
Members of the WMG were asked to send in material for the newsletter 
(e.g. stories, photos, quizzes, etc.). It was suggested that a piece should 
be written about some of the training sessions held in the past. Jasmine 
said she would put together a piece on hedgehogs. The deadline for 
submission is in 2 weeks’ time. 

 JW to write a 
piece on 
hedgehogs. 

What do people want from the group? 
The committee was asked for better guidance on where to go (walking) 
in search of mammals. Gareth gave a preliminary response stating that 
the best place to go is ordinary countryside (big parks and national trust 
properties are well recorded) and the best time of day to see mammals 
is at dusk or dawn. Other than that it is recommended that members 
wishing to record mammals check out the WMG website and also the 
maps on living record. Here members may be able to identify ‘gaps’ 
where there are no records and choose these locations for their walks. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Hedgehog tunnels are available to borrow from the WMG (through 
Jasmine) to place into gardens or potentially a local park. Information 
about the hedgehog tunnels, including training sessions on how to use 
them, will be advertised on the website. Ben offered to provide training 

BW to make a 
leaflet about 
hedgehog 
tunnels and 
place on the 



to sufficiently large groups. Ben to make a leaflet about the hedgehog 
tunnels which will be made available on the website and added to the 
newsletter. 
 
There is an upcoming family event with hedgehog games and crafts on 
the 2nd May. 
 
Trail cameras can be booked out through Jasmine for use in privately 
owned gardens. 
 
There is a Bioblitz event coming up at Lower Moor Farm on the 25th 
June. This event aims to get the public involved in a Bioblitz survey of a 
particular area over a 24 hour period. There will be experts on hand to 
help identify what you have found so people of all ages and abilities are 
welcome. 
 
Country come to town date is thought to be sometime in September – 
Gareth to email Ben about the event. 
Various dormouse projects are underway across Wiltshire. 
 
If anyone else has any ideas about future events, please let us know. 
 
The Group would like more members to take on organisational roles 
with future events. This means that whilst we would still have experts 
covering the events themselves, volunteers would take over the emails 
and coordination leading up to such events.  Anyone interested should 
contact the committee. 

website and 
upcoming 
newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GH to email BW 
about the 
country to town 
event. 

Atlas Update 
So far there have been several thousand records submitted by 
volunteers and consultants; however, we are still importing data. 
Mapping is going to take longer than expected but the atlas should be 
out by autumn/winter 2016, in a pdf format available online. The atlas 
will be a much needed update on the largely outdated 1997 atlas. 

All to keep 
submitting data 

Merging with the Bat Group 
There is a lot of membership overlap between the WMG and the WBG, 
so merging the two groups makes a lot of sense. It is thought that by 
combing the two groups there ought to be a plentiful amount of 
information to maintain a good Facebook page. We could also 
potentially share future newsletters with the WBG. 
 
There were no objections to sharing the WMG website with the 
Wiltshire bat group.  

 

 


