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Welcome to Wiltshire Bat Group’s second 

newsletter. With some fascinating work 

ongoing across Wiltshire, we are 

fortunate to have some contributions 

from many of these projects in this 

edition. We’re keen to hear from others 

too – please remember that the bat 

group is YOUR group and we rely upon 

the contributions and hard work of 

members.  

In producing this, the second newsletter, 

we were somewhat taken aback by the 

large number of contributions received – 

hopefully this highlights the numbers of 

projects ongoing and members’ interest 

in hearing about them. Long may this 

continue. Ironically, I now wonder if I 

should have edited it down! [GH]. 

Hot off the presses!! 

Following the last Group meeting in 

November where there was much 

discussion of websites and social media, 

WBG member Ben Mitchell seized the day 

and created a new Facebook group for the 

bat group. A few members have found it 

already! You can find it here. Please share 

with you batty friends.  

Secondly, we welcome Jenny Bennett to 

the role of bat group secretary – Jenny will 

be well known to many of you already 

since she has been involved in the bat 

group and in bat conservation for many 

years. 

Thirdly (!) reflecting the group’s increasing 

involvement in public engagement events, 

Will Ponting, kindly supported by his 

graphic designer son Mike, has 

masterminded the production of pop-up 

banners for use at events. We’ll circulate 

some photos when they are 

complete……please contact us if you wish 

to borrow them…….their first outing will 

likely be the Wiltshire Recorders’ Forum 

on the 22nd February 2017 in 

Devizes…..speaking of which, spaces are 

booking up really quickly, so book your 

place soon to avoid disappointment! More 

information here or email Richard Callow  

Notes from the Chair 

The end of another successful year has arrived 

and a huge THANKS goes out to all those who 

have made our many projects throughout 2016 

possible. Firstly, thanks to 

our awesome volunteers, donating their time 

and enthusiasm on surveys, attending events or 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1777967095788905/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/Event/wiltshire-recorders-forum-2017
https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/Event/wiltshire-recorders-forum-2017
mailto:rcallow@wiltshirewildlife.org


generally spreading the good word on 

bat conservation through social media. It is all 

greatly appreciated and we hope you have had 

fun! Thanks also to our funders, who have 

enabled the group to make further advances in 

our knowledge and understanding of bats across 

the county through the purchase of new 

equipment, hire of venues and contributions to 

support costs. This newsletter outlines the 

amazing projects we, as a group, have achieved 

over the course of the year.   

Funding for projects is challenging, and who 

knows what effect our decision to leave the EU 

may have on protected species. As such, we 

must ensure that we maximise the contributions 

made by our funders.  As a valued member 

of our group, your annual subscription helps 

match-fund projects, as well as enabling us to 

function as a group. The more members we 

have, the more we can do!  So, please ensure 

you renew your membership when it becomes 

due, encourage people to join the group and of 

course get involved with our wonderful projects. 

Finally, I would urge you to get involved in 

leading or coordinating bat group events and 

activities. We rely far too heavily on a few good 

people and in order to take the group forward 

and achieve greater conservation success for 

bats we need you. We are currently looking for 

support in areas such as bat care and public 

events coordination and media/press related 

contacts. So please, if you want to get involved in 

taking the bat group forward or have an idea for 

a project or bat related task that you think you 

could lead on, do get in touch. Happy batting! 

Richard Dodd 

Wiltshire Bat Group Chair 

  

Partners and Funders 

Wiltshire Bat Group has recently been the 

fortunate recipient of funds supporting a number 

of our projects and enjoys the support of a 

number of organisations across the county. 

During 2015, the North Wessex Downs Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

sustainability fund supported the Savernake 

Forest Bat Project through provision of funding 

for the purchase of survey equipment to support 

the bat box monitoring, hibernation surveys and 

swarming surveys at Savernake Forest and 

Savernake Tunnel. Thank you to Oliver Cripps for 

supporting this work. 

The Forestry Commission, supporting projects in 

The Savernake, Collingbourne Wood, West Wood 

and the Braydon Forest, continues to be mega 

supportive. Our thanks to Tom Blythe and Colin 

Elford. 

Wiltshire Council and a number of private 

landowners supporting work relating to the 

Devizes Bechstein’s and Barbastelle Bat Project 

in Devizes and the surrounding landscape. 

Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre, 

supporting our projects by promoting the group, 

helping us to promote recording projects, and 

assisting with the collection and management of 

data. 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, provision of reserves 

data and access for monitoring projects, hosting 

meetings and training event, particularly in 

relation to the Trowbridge Bechstein’s studies. 

Cotswold Water Park Trust, provision of 

reserve’s data, and providing access for 

monitoring projects. 

Bat Conservation Trust – loan of specialist bat 

survey equipment in 2014-2015 for the survey of 

rare woodland bats. 

And a considerable number of private 

landowners across Wiltshire who host various 

surveys and monitoring projects and who 

routinely provide access and a warm welcome. 

They are too numerous to list in full but in 2016 

they included the reserve team at Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust, the volunteer  team at Langley 

Wood NNR, Jonathan Thomson (Underhill 

http://northwessexdowns.org.uk/
http://northwessexdowns.org.uk/


Wood), James Monk (Longleat Centerparcs), 

Defence Infrastructure Organisation, Defence 

Science & Technology Laboratories at Porton 

Down, Bentley Wood Charitable Trust  and 

Tedworth House (Help4Heroes).  

Gareth Harris 

 

PhD Research on Bechstein’s 

bat 

I have driven many times to Wiltshire these past 

two summers to enjoy its nightlife. I am, of 

course, talking about bats! Indeed, two years 

ago, I started a PhD funded by the Vincent 

Wildlife Trust looking into the use of 

molecular tools in order to learn more 

about the Bechstein’s bat population in 

the UK and improve its conservation. 

For those who aren’t familiar with the 

Bechstein’s bat (Myotis bechsteinii), this 

species tends to be associated with old 

growth woodland with tall oak trees and a 

dense hazel understorey. It is one of 

Britain’s rarest and most elusive 

mammals. The Bechstein’s bat project 

undertaken by the Bat Conservation Trust 

aimed to map the species UK distribution 

by using acoustic lures to increase 

trapping rates. Although this project was 

very successful with colonies found throughout 

southern England, it also produced a huge 

number of unanswered questions. This is where 

my work comes in handy! 

By using molecular tools, we will be able to tell 

how closely related the populations across 

Britain are and whether any are showing signs of 

isolation and inbreeding. We will then use this 

genetic information to quantify the effect that 

the surrounding landscape, such as road or 

urban areas, are having on the genetic 

connectivity between populations. This 

information is particularly important for a 

species living in a fragmented landscape and 

could then be used to predict the impact of new 

developments on the bats or to design corridors. 

Wiltshire has been a great place to come for my 

field work. Members of the WBG have been very 

helpful and with their assistance I managed to 

collect a lot of samples from the area! The first 

part of my field work consisted in collecting 

samples from maternity colonies. Bechstein’s 

bats will sometimes use Schwegler boxes. This is 

very handy for my work, because it allows me to 

rapidly sample a large number of individuals 

from a single site. There are currently two 

maternity colonies that regularly use such boxes 

in Wiltshire. It’s been very interesting to visit 

these sites and help with some of the radio-

tracking going on in Trowbridge. I was fortunate 

enough to see over fifty bats emerge from an ash 

tree. Then, a few nights later over a hundred 

bats emerged from the same tree. Alas, I missed 

that one… In order to grow my collection of 

samples, I inevitably had to go out trapping using 

harp traps and acoustic lures. For this, I got to 

visit new sites in Worcestershire, 

Buckinghamshire in addition to many swarming 

sites. Finally, with the help of volunteers also 

collecting fresh droppings for me, we’ve 

managed to collect over 400 samples! 

Initial results seem to indicate that most of the 

populations that I’m studying are showing quite 

 

Volunteers examining Bechstein’s bats in Biss Wood © K Cohen 



high levels of genetic diversity in comparison to 

studies done on other bats, such as Serotines. 

Interestingly, the population from Trowbridge 

appears to be more closely related to 

populations in Dorset and the Isle of Wight than 

the one found in the Braydon Forest, North 

Wiltshire. This might suggest that there is some 

sort of barrier which reduces genetic 

connectivity between Trowbridge and Swindon. 

I am now starting my final analysis, before I start 

writing up my results. Unfortunately, this means 

that I will be spending less time handling bats 

and a lot more time staring at my computer. This 

is just a small sacrifice that I have to make as I 

hope my results will contribute towards the 

Bechstein’s bat conservation and raise 

awareness of the threats that such elusive 

species may face. 

Patrick Wright, PhD Student Exeter University & 

Vincent Wildlife Trust 

See his blog here: 

http://www.vwt.org.uk/blog/phd-student-blog-

bechsteins-bat/   

Bechstein’s bat monitoring 

for Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 

in Trowbridge, 2016 

Bat monitoring studies for Wiltshire Wildlife 

Trust at Green Lane Wood and Biss Wood 

reserves continued successfully this summer, 

with monthly checks of the bat boxes, inspection 

for tree roosts, and a week-long radio-tracking 

session.  The Bechstein’s bats found roosting in 

each wood return to ‘their’ wood each summer, 

as shown by the individually numbered rings the 

bats carry. The tracked bats mainly foraged 

inside Green Lane Wood but also used 

hedgerows and trees outside the woods, and 

forayed as far north as the Kennett-Avon Canal, 

further underlining the importance of protecting 

the linked habitats outside the woods in 

supporting Wiltshire’s bats.  One unusual find 

was a Serotine, mist-netted deep in Green Lane 

Wood in late July – he was clearly in breeding 

condition - was he looking for a tree hole as a 

courting parlour?   

Following on from the trapping survey on 29th 

July when two adult female Bechstein’s bats 

were tagged the team continued to follow the 

movements and roosting of the two bats until 6th 

August, enjoying a lucky week of mainly balmy 

weather.  Tracking was undertaken every night 

though sometimes only for parts of the night 

depending on weather and logistics.  Some 

highlights: 

 The day roosts were found on every day.  

Both bats mainly roosted in an Ash tree in a 

hedgerow about 500m outside of Green Lane 

Wood.  Emergence counts here were up to 

108 Bechstein’s bats - this is one of the 

largest roosts of the species ever recorded in 

the UK.  There was also a single adult male 

noctule.  Watching dawn swarming here was 

unforgettable. 

 

Lis Weidt can’t hide her excitement! © K Cohen 
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 The bats typically foraged locally along 

hedgerows within c. 300m of the roost 

before moving to forage in the north part of 

Green Lane Wood, close to where they were 

trapped.   

 The north part of Green Lane Wood was their 

main foraging area, one mostly around 

compartments R & T, the other more often in 

W and X.   

 On one night only, one of the bats spent over 

an hour foraging up and down the west edge 

of Green Lane Wood that faces towards the 

Castlemead development, and made a little 

use of the edge of the Country Park.   

 Both bats were found to also go as far north 

as the Kennett and Avon Canal on at least 

one night in the week, roughly 4km north of 

Green Lane Wood, though neither spent a 

whole night in this area. 

 Both bats, and presumably the entire roost of 

c. 108 bats, crossed Ashton Road twice every 

night to commute to Green Lane Wood, and 

many were seen at dusk and dawn crossing 

by the junction with Green Lane, at about 

shoulder height.  The tracked bats also used 

the bridleway further east as a commuting 

route, crossing the road there, and on one 

occasion also the next hedgerow to the east. 

 Despite surveyors watching the tree roost at 

dusk and dawn over the week, and the use of 

an endoscope to check which hole the bats 

were in, the colony remained faithful to the 

site and did not seem disturbed by our 

presence. 

 On the first night of tagging, one bat used a 

different roost, a low woodpecker hole in 

compartment E;  On one night both tagged 

bats used individual roosts in their foraging 

areas – the reason for this is not known. 

 On the 6th August, the bats were trapped at 

emergence to look for rings – this confirmed 

the group are the main breeding maternity 

group which is encountered in Green Lane 

Wood.  The 67 bats caught (of 80 seen to 

emerge, though it is suspected more 

emerged unseen) were a mix of ringed adult 

females, unringed adult females, and 

juveniles. 

Amongst the ringed bats found at the maternity 
tree roost were: 

 U7535 and U7539, ringed in 2003 so at least 

14 years old 

 U7531, ringed 2003, radio-tracked by WBG in 

2004 and at least 14 years old 

 Z1815 and Z1821, ringed in 2005 – 2007 so at 

least 9 years old 

 Z1827, ringed 2008 so at least 9 years old 

 J3261 an adult female ringed at box A9 in Biss 

Wood in May 2016 and seen again there in 

box B20 on 30 July. 

PhD student Patrick Wright of Exeter University 

joined us on several occasions to collect DNA 

samples for a study of genetic health of the 

Bechstein’s bat populations across UK and 

Europe, and during trapping in September we 

were also joined by a troop of West 

Wiltshire Scouts who learned about bats, had 

many questions and enjoyed seeing a brown 

long-eared bat close up. The bat study this year 

has been managed by freelance ecologist Keith 

Cohen, with assistance from Lis Weidt, and 

would not have been so successful without the 

amazing and diverse crew of keen volunteers 

from across Wiltshire and beyond (including 

members of Wiltshire Bat Group and Wiltshire 

Mammal Group); many thanks are also due to 

WWT staff for their support. 

Keith Cohen & Lis Weidt 

 

In the words of The Fast 

Show’s Jesse: ‘This year, I 

'ave been mostly looking in 

holes’. 

My interest in bats has lead me down an odd 

path at times; countless nights spent sleeping in 



woodland, meeting people in the dark and 

getting excited about genitalia - not too 

dissimilar to another ‘hobby’. To recover some of 

my evenings I’ve favoured a different type of bat 

work this year, one that primarily involves 

daytime work. 

For the last three years’ I’ve been spending most 

of free time running about on the Tortworth 

Estate (outside of Wiltshire, boo!) looking for 

bats in one form or another. This year my 

attention was turned to trees, having been 

spurred on by the great work of Henry Andrews. 

If you’ve not read the Bat Tree Habitat Key, I 

strongly suggest you have a look.  

How does this relate to Wiltshire, I hear you 

cry?! Back in May I was asked to help my 

colleague with a routine tree safety inspection in 

Trowbridge. Rich had climbed the tree to inspect 

a cavity but had gone very quiet. That usually 

means one of two things; he’s having a tea break 

or he’s found something. Sure enough, after a 

few minutes he shouted down to me: ’Jim, I’ve  

 

 

got a bat’. Having hauled myself up the tree, he 

proceeded to show me the video of the bat in 

the cavity – I wasn’t disappointed. There looking 

back at us was a single Bechstein’s bat. Happy 

 

Picture 1 – The tree that started it all. A Bechstein’s 

bat was found in this horse chestnut tree © Jim 

Mullholland 

 

 

Picture 2 – Having checked this tree six times, at 

monthly intervals, a Natterer’s bat was found in 

December for the first time. © Jim Mullholland 

 

 

Picture 3 – Proof bats don’t need high roosts. This 

brown long-eared bat roosts in this feature which is 

only 20cm off the ground.  © Jim Mullholland 

 



with the result, and having to think of a new 

management plan for the tree, we headed off to 

the next tree.  

This time I had the honour of pulling myself up 

the tree to undertake the inspection. Upon 

inserting an endoscope into the hole, what did I 

find? That’s right another solitary Bechstein’s 

bat. Happy with how the day turned out, we 

headed back to the office knowing our luck 

couldn’t get any better!  

These findings lead to a conversation with Keith 

Cohen, as I knew Keith was working on 

Bechstein’s in the area. Keith told me that he had 

some records of Bechstein tree roosts in the 

area, some recent and some dating back 11 years 

or so to a project I was involved with when I first 

joined Wiltshire Bat Group. 

Clearly we both have too much time on our 

hands as for the last 8 months we’ve met once a 

month to look at tree roosts; both known and 

potential. The aim of our study is to find more 

tree roosts but also improve our knowledge 

about how bats use trees. The research is 

ongoing, but once we’ve got some good data 

we’ll make sure to share it with you all. For now, 

I’ve included some photos to whet the appetite. 

Jim Mullholland  

Training and Technical Officer for the Ancient 

Tree Forum 

Wiltshire Bat Group & Avon Bat Group 

An expanded version of this article may be found 

on the very excellent Ancient Tree Forum 

website. 

http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/resources/a

tf-in-the-media/the-arb-magazine/ 

 

Swarming at Box and 

Bradford-on-Avon 2016  

Surveys during the 2016 swarming season were 

often thwarted by wet weather, with two 

planned dates postponed and one visit cancelled. 

It rained during surveys at Box on the 4th and 30th 

September, and at Gripwood on 24th September, 

we packed up due to heavy rain setting in on 

each of those nights! 

Despite the sub-optimal conditions, and ‘peak 

swarming’ activity (i.e. large numbers of bats 

engaged in chasing behaviour) not being 

observed this season, we did catch 1396 bats of 

ten species over six nights.  

69 ringed bats were recaptured including U0269, 

a male Daubenton’s ringed in 2000, and U4963 a 

male Natterer’s ringed in 2001. Half the bats 

(19/38) recaptured from 2010 – 2011 had not 

been caught again until 2016. Between 2009 - 

2015 a total of 1189 medium-sized bats 

(Barbastella, Plecotus and mostly Myotis spp.) 

were ringed at Box and Gripwood, of which 277 

individuals (23.3%) have been recaptured on 402 

occasions (1 – 7 captures per individual).  An 

additional 102 recaptures of 78 individuals (1 – 4 

captures per individual) are from bats ringed 

before 2009 (full ring history currently 

unavailable). No movements of ringed bats have 

been recorded between Box and Gripwood. 

Dr Danielle Linton 

 

Not catching many bats in the rain! Sunday 4th 

September 2016 © D Linton  
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Bats at Downton Moot 

It all started with a message – please would I 

phone about bats at Downton.  My imagination 

ran wild.  Was this the start of an exciting new 

story line for the Abbey?  Was her Ladyship 

about to make a Countryside Stewardship 

application to Natural England?  This surely 

would take the viewing ratings through the roof. 

The plot thickened as I made the call to 

Downton.  Yes, was the reply, I was through to 

Downton, Downton Moot.  My voice said thanks 

for getting in touch, how can I help you, my mind 

asked the question Downton what????  Then the 

computer in my brain kicked in, accessed my 

GCSE Archaeology memory bank and told me – 

moot = Anglo-Saxon meeting place.  Down the 

phone came the words of explanation, we are a 

Charitable Trust who own and manage the Moot, 

a Scheduled Ancient monument in Downton.  We 

gave been given some bat boxes and need advice 

on where these should be placed. 

A brief look on an aerial photograph showed that 

Moot is located within the village of Downton on 

the banks of the River Avon, there is a very large 

pond and an extensive area of Priority Habitat 

Inventory deciduous woodland.  A site visit was 

quickly arranged. 

So that’s how it all began.  Discussions led to the 

placement of the bat boxes within the woodland 

as originally requested and the development of a 

plan to work with the Trustees of the Moot to 

run annual bat walks at the Moot and to carry 

out bat detector and netting surveys to learn 

more about the bat populations present. 

The location of the Moot in the deep south of 

Wiltshire, close to the Hampshire and Dorset 

borders made this an ideal site to run 

collaborative surveys with the Wiltshire, Dorset 

and Hampshire Bat Groups.  There is certainly no 

lack of bats at the Moot with unsurprisingly a 

large population of Soprano pipistrelles.  

Daubenton’s bats are also present, moving in off 

the river to feed over the pond when the 

fountain has been switched off.  The Moot 

undoubtedly has a few more surprises to offer 

and in summer 2017 surveys with a focus on the 

woodland are planned, now that two acoustic 

lures are available which should assist in 

confirming the presence of a larger range of bats 

species, the echolocation calls of which have 

been picked up during bat detector surveys. 

Collaboration with the Hampshire Bat Group 

resulted in a kind and interesting offer this 

summer by an HBG member to bring over a 

thermal imaging camera as seen recently on 

Autumn Watch to film bats feeding over the 

pond.  These have captured some remarkable 

images of bat feeding behaviour. 

 

 

 



 

Further similar surveys are planned for the Moot 

in 2017 with the addition of efforts to try to 

determine the location of bat roosts in and 

around the site and other bat species present.  

All offers of help with these surveys are most 

welcome and anyone interested should contact 

me on janfreeborn@hotmail.co.uk. 

The Moot is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and 

a fortified Norman earthwork landscaped in the 

18th century.  For detailed information about the 

Moot, please visit http://downtonmoot.co.uk/ 

where more thermal images of bats feeding over 

and around the pond can also be viewed. 

Useless fact of the day is that an older male 

relative of Julian Fellowes (script writer of 

Downton Abbey) lived in Downton which no 

doubt inspired the name of the series. 

Jan Freeborn 

 

Notes from the County 

Recorder 

The past year, since the last newsletter in 

autumn 2015, has been a busy one, dominated 

by the Atlas project, data preparation and 

drafting text! There has however been a 

continued increase in submitted data from bat 

group projects (particular thanks to Jim 

Mullholland and James Shipman, as well as 

Charlotte Bell – and to Dani Linton for submitting 

autumn 2016 data within weeks of collecting it!). 

The Wiltshire Bechstein’s Project has continued 

to survey woodland sites across Wiltshire, 

including a number of sites that have received 

little or no previous bat survey, generating new 

records of Barbastelle bat at a number of 

locations, as well as more common and 

widespread species that help to fill in gaps in 

knowledge. 

A number of consultant ecologists have been 

maintaining a flow of data to WSBRC arising from 

commercial surveys, thanks go to, for example, 

Dave Leach, Ian Davidson-Watts, Pernille Olsen 

and many more. Their work and support is much 

appreciated! However, I know that there are 

many commercial projects ongoing in Wiltshire 

and we are yet to see any data – if any 

consultants are reading this, we’d be grateful for 

your data please!  

There remains a clear disparity in the distribution 

of recording effort in Wiltshire, with the bulk of 

long-term bat projects being in the north of the 

county (e.g. Cotswold Water Park, Savernake, 

Bath & Bradford-on-Avon SAC swarming and 

hibernation counts, the Devizes Bechstein’s & 

Barbastelle Project, Swindon Bat Project, 

Braydon Forest Project etc etc…..) and much less 

ongoing in the south (but still including the 

Chilmark Mines SAC monitoring, Langford Lakes 

Project, The Moot in Downton, Standlynch Farm 

and others). The Wiltshire Bechstein’s Project is 

unusual in targeting surveys across the county, 

targeting the under-surveyed parts of the 

county. Data from ecological consultants is 

helping to fill in gaps in the south of county, 

particularly in relation to species such as Lesser 

horseshoe bat.  

Thank you to everyone who has, and continues 

to, send in their bat data. Your efforts will be 

evident in much of the mapping within the 

forthcoming mammal atlas – the distribution 

maps represent the efforts of many recorders - 

and indeed your data enables more effective 

conservation efforts in the county. 

mailto:janfreeborn@hotmail.co.uk
http://downtonmoot.co.uk/


Don’t listen to the hype and distracting 

information – If you want your data to have an 

influence, the best place to send your data is to 

local environmental records centres (LERCs), if 

only because the primary source of data for 

commercial use and ecological consultants 

remains LERCs.  

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire County Bat Recorder,  

 

Notes from the Wilts 

Mammal Atlas Coordinator 

Work on the Wiltshire Mammal Atlas is nearing 

completion. As is often the case with such 

projects (especially when they are being 

delivered primarily by volunteers doing things in 

their spare time), a few things have taken a little 

longer than expected, delaying the publication 

date a little. In this case, the delays were caused 

by receiving a lot more data than we originally 

expected. At time of writing (mid November 

2016) the final datasets have been imported at 

WSBRC – these are already being used in a range 

of ways by WSBRC, from being included in data 

requests submitted by consultant ecologists to 

informing local planning processes and policy 

development.  Purgle Linham, WSBRC, is 

currently producing the maps – and they make 

for some fascinating viewing……..we can’t wait to 

share them! 

Getting to this point has taken a significant effort 

by a range of people. Data received by the 

mammal group, bat group and WSBRC is initially 

validated (ensuring that all necessary 

information is included such as correct grid 

references, observer names etc) and is then 

assessed by county recorders and other key folk 

in the county to ensure that data are accurate, 

for example, assessing how hard-to-identify 

species were recorded, whether records are 

unexpected at that time of year, or perhaps 

species new to the county. Good examples of 

such records include roadkill Polecats (we always 

ask for photographs or the carcass so that it’s 

possible to assess if the animal was a Polecat-

ferret hybrid). The Geoffroy’s bat, Myotis 

emarginatus, recorded by Jim Mulholland in 

September 2013 is another good example – this 

was the first record for Wiltshire (and indeed 

only the second for the UK) and so Jim was quick 

to record all of the necessary information to 

support the record. 

And of course, although much of the data we 

received was in an electronic format (which is 

massively more efficient to process) we also 

received a lot of data in other formats – a team 

of volunteers at WSBRC have been a massive 

support in capturing these data swiftly so that 

we can include them in the atlas too. Recorders 

can of course support this work by providing 

data in one of our preferred formats – it ensures 

we can use your data quickly and efficiently, 

saving us time and resources. 

So, next steps? In the next few weeks, we will be 

sending mapping and data to the species account 

authors. The accounts are going to be concise 

and relate primarily to what we know of the 

status of Wiltshire’s mammal populations and 

any changes that have been recorded. Further 

information regarding their ecology and national 

distribution can be found in a number of readily-

available books (such as Handbook of the 

Mammals of the British Isles, 4th Edition, Harris & 

Yalden) and so we won’t be including that here. 

Fingers crossed, the mapping and writing will be 

complete shortly after Christmas and the 

publication ready for release by late February, 

and hopefully to coincide with WSBRC’s Wiltshire 

Recorders’ Forum on Wednesday 22nd February 

2017, where we’ll be presenting some of the 

findings of particular note. We’d love to see you 

there – booking details will be released very 

shortly – watch this space! 

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire Bat Group (November 

2016) 

 



Wiltshire Bechstein’s Bat 

Project 

In 2014 we launched the project to begin filling-

in some of the gaps in knowledge relating to 

Bechstein’s bat in Wiltshire. Bat Conservation 

Trust kindly loaned us one of the Sussex Autobat 

acoustic lures used in their national Bechstein’s 

Bat Project (See 

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/bechsteins_bat_p

roject.html  and British Wildlife, August 2013). In 

the previous newsletter, we outlined some of the 

work undertaken in 2014 and 2015, including 

some of the radiotracking in Devizes. 

In 2014, we trapped Bechstein’s bats at 3 new 

locations (which included adult females at a new 

site in the Braydon Forest, males in Devizes and a 

juvenile at a site near to Downton. We also 

trapped Barbastelle bats at a site near to Devizes 

(which lead to the radiotracking work in 2015), 

the site near to Downton and then recorded 

them on static detectors at a number of sites 

across the county. 

In 2015, we secured funding for some 

radiotracking work around Devizes, tagging and 

tracking a Bechstein’s and Barbastelle in Devizes 

and another three Barbastelles near to 

Easterton, just south of Devizes. We reported 

upon this work in the previous newsletter – we 

confirmed a new maternity roost for Barbastelle 

bats within a timber-clad building. We also 

trapped lactating Barbastelle bats at a new site 

on the edge of the Savernake, presumably 

representing a new sub-colony of the Savernake 

population. Intriguingly, we also caught a male 

Bechstein’s during an autumn swarming catch at 

the disused railway tunnel in Marlborough – this 

species is caught very infrequently caught at this 

location, with perhaps less than 3 records here 

to date. 

We continued this work in 2016 trapping and 

surveying a number of sites across the county, 

trapping Barbastelles at Langley Wood NNR 

(edge of the New Forest) and recording 

Barbastelle activity (often quite high) at a range 

of sites including Bowood Estate, Bentley Wood, 

Tidworth and East Knoyle. These records were 

supplemented by a dead lactating Barbastelle 

found on the edge of Devizes and a bat box of 12 

Barbastelles in the Savernake.  

Furthermore there were further numerous 

captures of both Bechstein’s and Barbastelles at 

swarming surveys at Savernake Tunnel (Lisa 

Wade), Box Mine, Browns Folly and Sally’s Rift 

etc (Dani Linton, Keith Cohen, Jim Mullholland, 

James Shipman and many more!). Elsewhere in 

the county, Ian Davidson-Watts continued to 

study these species in the south of the county 

and Keith Cohen & Lis Weidt continued their 

studies at the Trowbridge woodlands, whilst the 

ringing schemes in the Braydon Forest 

continued. 

We are accumulating substantial information on 

how these species are using Wiltshire, but 

clearly, as always, it’s simply the tip of the 

proverbial iceberg. Our current knowledge will 

be represented in the forthcoming Wiltshire 

Mammal Atlas and will also drive further surveys 

in 2017. 

It’s worth noting that this work is generating a 

large volume of data relating to a range of bat 

species across Wiltshire, further improving our 

knowledge of the county. And of course, the 

work briefly outlined here is the result of a huge 

effort by a large number of people (aside from 

myself, Keith Cohen, Lisa Weidt, Lisa Wade and 

others!). I think the point is, the sum of our 

combined efforts and knowledge is now bearing 

considerable fruit. Great work everyone. 

Gareth Harris (November 2016) 
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Cotswold Water Park Bat 

Initiative – Soprano 

Pipistrelle ringing study – a 

bit more of the story. 

In 2011 Fiona Mathews asked me to gather some 

data on the Soprano Pipistrelles using the bat 

boxes in one of the schemes in the Cotswold 

Water Park. Although Soprano pipistrelles are 

very commonly found in all the boxes in the 

CWP, I selected a group of 20 boxes at Pike 

Corner on the Lower Mill Estate, a relatively 

undisturbed area, with no public access. 

The objectives of this ongoing study are to 

record all the Soprano pipistrelles encountered 

to assess their fidelity to specific boxes, 

territories if possible, relationships, and 

individual longevity related to this single site. 

Although very common these bats and their life 

histories are still relatively overlooked for their 

rarer and glamorous relations. Every bat 

encountered has biometrics recorded and is 

fitted with a 2.4mm ring, following standard 

conventions, male on right, female on  left.  

The majority of Pike Corner is grazed meadow 

SSSI, with a mature tree corridor comprising 

mainly Ash, Oak, Aspens, Field Maple and 

Hawthorn bordering the Swillbrook. The boxes 

are a variety of Schweglers spread along one 

250m stretch, and are fitted to the trees at 

various heights between 1 and 4 metres. We 

were inspired to put up some low boxes by 

witnessing those at Wytham Woods in 

Oxfordshire, and thought we’d give it a go as the 

risk to vandalism and disturbance is relatively 

low. 

Every single box in the scheme has been used by 

bats since the study commenced, mostly by 

Soprano pipistrelles, but there is an increased 

incidence of Natterer’s, and as far as I am aware 

only the second Nathusius’ Pipistrelle to be 

identified in the hand in the Water Park (but I 

could be wrong). 

Here are some facts and figures. Since 21/08/11, 

128 Soprano Pipistrelles have been ringed, 29 

males and 99 females. Records show that only 

one bat has been recorded moving the 300m to 

the next nearest box scheme at Freeth Mere. 

These 128 bats have been recorded across 32 

visits between April and October each year to 

2016. It should be noted that the boxes are not 

used by females as maternity roosts; usage 

builds up from mid to late summer when some 

mating roosts are encountered so disturbance is 

low as evidenced by the next two life histories of 

males L00208 and L00256. 

L00208 was ringed as an adult male on 

02/10/2011 by Lisa Wade and has been recorded 

 

Will likes to keep an eye on bat processing from the tops of 

ladders © Will Ponting 

 

Checking low-level boxes on the Swill Brook, Cotswold 

Water Park © Will Ponting 



a total of 14 times, the last being 26/05/16. He 

has used 6 boxes, his favourite being box U, a 

Schwegler 2FN. On his first capture he was with 4 

females, on the 29/09/12 he was with a single 

different female and on the 29/09/13 with yet 

another different single female, all the other 

times he was on his own probably moping about 

his lack of allure. 

L00256 was ringed by Will Ponting as an adult 

male on 19/08/12, and has also been recaptured 

14 times, but over a much shorter period of time 

and not at all during 2016. L00256 has used 4 

boxes his favourite being V, a Schwegler 1FS a 

total of 8 times. He has been recorded with 14 

different females across the years, but never 

more than once with the same female. 

Female Soprano pipistrelle recaptures are much 

more infrequent. L00243 has been seen 8 times 

between 21/08/2011 and 01/04/14 which was 

the last encounter. She has been seen with 4 

different males on single occasions, L00250, 

L00235 and our two previously mentioned 

favourites L00208 and L00256. Just because we 

haven’t seen her for a couple of years doesn’t 

mean we won’t see her again (albeit a bit 

unlikely), as the biggest gap between ringing and 

recapture is over 3 years. 

This is just another brief update after a quick 

look through the data, there is a lot to work 

through and decisions to be made about how the 

information is processed and reported. We are 

already looking forward to 2017, so thanks to 

Lower Mill Estate for allowing continued access 

and support, the CWP Trust, particularly Ben 

Welbourn for his undying enthusiasm for 

pipistrelles and his 4 wheel drive, and some of 

the regular volunteers, Emily Castel, Kate Kibble 

(Glos Bat Group) to mention just two. We hope 

to see a few more of you next year. 

Will Ponting (aka The Legend) 

 

Help needed for advisory 

visits 

Wiltshire Bat Group is receiving increasing 

numbers of calls from members of the public (as 

well as schools and other community groups) 

seeking help and advice with regards to bats. 

These are often from householders who have 

found bats and are keen to learn more to 

understand and safeguard their bats. In some 

cases householders are seeking formal 

identification of their bats in order to submit 

records to WSBRC to ensure the information 

feeds into planning processes, Neighbourhood 

Plans etc. 

In almost all of the calls we have received, there 

is no immediate threat to the bats – just simple 

interest and fascination. Consequently, the visits 

aren’t eligible for visits by a Volunteer Bat Roost 

Visitor through Batline. 

At present, the group is struggling to meet 

demand! So we are looking for a few licenced 

folk who might be interested in taking on 

occasional visits to visit roosting sites, provide 

some information, perhaps undertake an 

emergence survey or take some droppings for 

DNA analyses. 

In many respects this is bat work and people 

engagement at its very best. Clearly, where 

enquirers need advice from a consultant 

ecologist or through Batline we will signpost 

them appropriately. 

If you are interested in helping please get in 

touch – we don’t get vast numbers of calls, but 

sharing this workload will make it much more 

manageable and enjoyable! 

Gareth Harris 

Unusual bat roosting sites 

I thought it would be worth reporting an unusual 

location for roosting bats based on a site I have 

been working on in Dorset this year. I have 



attached some photos of the temporarily-stored 

stacked blocks where 5 bats have been found on 

separate occasions in the crevices between 

blocks (pips and BLEB). One bat was found in a 

crevice within the blue sprayed circle.  

In order to avoid harm to bats, we had to inspect 

every crevice to confirm clear of bats and then 

wrap the stack in plastic (as per the first block on 

the L/H side of the first photo). All brick/ 

blockwork deliveries to site are now wrapped as 

soon as they arrive on-site. 

That’s certainly not in the rule book! Another 

cautionary tale not to dismiss potential for bat 

roosts too quickly! 

Jenny Bennett 

Bat Group detectors 

A reminder that The Group has a bank of 8 

Magenta heterodyne detectors and Field Studies 

Council ID guides to be loaned out to group 

members for guided walks and events. To book 

them or enquire please speak to Gareth Harris, 

Will Ponting or Richard Dodd. They are stored 

and maintained by GH in Devizes so it would 

greatly help if you could arrnage collection and 

drop-off to/from Devizes, doing so in a timely 

manner because they are often in demand for a 

range of events. 

Gareth Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally…….Newsletter & 

social media contributions  

Contributions to the newsletter are always 

welcome – we will email the group each autumn 

to ask for contributions.  

Furthermore, please contribute anything of 

interest to the forthcoming website and to the 

recently-launched Facebook page at any time. 

 

Unusual bat roosting sites (see blue circle) © Jenny Bennett 



Wiltshire Bat Group – Project Leader Contacts 

  

Updated January 2017 

Wiltshire Bat Group Project leaders and email contact details 

Savernake forest and Marlborough Tunnel  Lisa Wade  lisa.wade@talk21.com   

Stone Mine Autumn swarming surveys  
Dani Linton daniellemlinton@gmail.com 

James Shipman  jamesandrewshipman@hotmail.co.uk  

Langford Lakes (box checks)  Ben Mitchell  benmitchell@gmail.com  

Swindon Parks (box checks)  Charlotte Bell  charlottebell6@googlemail.com  

Cotswold Water Park (box checks)  Will Ponting  willponting@outlook.com  

The Moot, Downton and surrounds  Jan Freeborn  janfreeborn@hotmail.co.uk  

Standlynch Farm Downton/ The Deverills  Jenny Bennett  jennywalkabout@msn.com  

Collingbourne Wood & West Woods  Chloe Delgery  cccd79@yahoo.co.uk  

Underground Winter Surveys (Bath & Bradford-on-

Avon) 
Fiona Mathews  f.mathews@exeter.ac.uk  

Wiltshire Bechstein’s / Barbastelle Project  Gareth Harris  gharris_doh@hotmail.com  

Green Lane and Biss Wood WWT  
Keith Cohen  bats@keithcohen.co.uk  

Lis Weidt  lisweidt@yahoo.co.uk  

   

General Contacts  

The Chair  Richard Dodd  wiltsbg@gmail.com  

Secretary Jenny Bennett jennywalkabout@msn.com  

Treasurer and Membership  Will Ponting  wiltsbgmembership@gmail.com  

County Recorder for Bats  Gareth Harris  wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com 

Bat Care Coordinator  VACANT  -  

Social Media/Press Officer  VACANT  wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Bat Group detector loan Various wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Bat Group pop-up banner loan Various wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Bat Care Coordinator VACANT wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Press Officer VACANT wiltsbg@gmail.com 

 

 


