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Welcome to Wiltshire Bat Group’s third 

newsletter. With some fascinating work 

ongoing across Wiltshire, we are fortunate to 

have some contributions from many of these 

projects in this edition. We’re keen to hear from 

others too – please remember that the bat 

group is YOUR group and we rely upon the 

contributions and hard work of members.  

Once again, we have received many 

contributions from members and friends of the 

Group, ranging from some of the project leaders 

to those supporting these projects. A part of me 

thinks I should make more effort to edit this 

newsletter down to a more manageable 

volume, but this same volume represents the 

hard work, efforts and commitment of so many, 

that this seems very wrong! 

Wiltshire Bat Group has always had a 

reputation for focussing upon research-style 

projects, survey and monitoring, with less focus 

upon people engagement, walks and talks. 

Times are a-changing and we’ve included a few 

notes from those who have led walks or 

presented evening talks in 2017 to highlight 

this. We are receiving increasing numbers of 

requests for walks and talks – if you want to 

improve your bat knowledge and 

communication skills, please consider 

supporting the group by doing a walk or talk.  

Notes from the Chair 

Wow! What a busy bunch you lot are! I’ve just read 

through the articles detailing the amazing work so 

many people have been getting involved in this year, 

and I’m so proud of you all! Thank you so much to 

everyone who contributed to the projects this year 

and massive thanks to those who took some time out 

of their hectic schedules to write up their adventures, 

and of course, to Gareth and Jenny for pulling it all 

together. Sadly, I’ve not been out as much as I would 

have liked to this year but I really feel like I’ve been 

able to live through the articles in this edition! If 

reading this newsletter inspires you to get more 

involved next year, please contact the project leader 

for more information.  

As most of you are aware, I’m an ecologist for the 

Canal & River Trust (the charity responsible for 

looking after 2000 miles of canals and rivers in 

England and Wales). We have a team called the 

‘length inspectors’ who walk the length of every canal 

every other month and report back any broken bits. 

One day I received a photo showing that some lights 

had been installed in one of our tunnels- was anyone 

aware that this work had taken place..?  

Like all of you, my first thoughts jumped to roosting 

bats… luckily, once we found out who had installed 

the lights, it transpired that an ecological report 

considering roosting bats had been carried out and 

found that there was no potential in the tunnel. 

However, it didn’t appear that the potential to cause 

disturbance had been taken into account and there 

was no mention of the proximity of the Bath & 

Bradford-on-Avon bat SAC; Winsley Mines SSSI was a 

hop, skip and a flap away- just 2km from the tunnel.  

I think I ought to be careful about how much detail I 

go into here but let’s just say that after many months 

of debate, the developer decided to remove the 

lights. Some of you commented on the retrospective 

planning application when it popped up on line and I 



am very grateful to you for taking the time to 

comment. 

All in all, thank you all so much for being a part of this 

lovely group, no matter how much or little you get 

out, your support is really appreciated. Keep doing 

what you’re doing and hopefully I’ll see you out and 

about this season! 

Laura Plenty 

Wiltshire Bat Group Chair 

 The Savernake Project 

The Big Bat Bonanza 

Jim Mullholland’s suggestion of holding the Avon Bat 

Group’s 10th Big Bat Bonanza in the Savernake was 

warmly received representing some opportunities to 

involve a few more people in this project, as well as 

for Jim and Laura to “come home” to where they did 

much of their. Training with Steve Laurence in the 

2000s. Box checks, mist netting, swarming catches 

and a lot of socialising was the outcome - but we’ll 

leave Jim to report more on this elsewhere. Thank 

you to Jim and all who attended for a great 

weekend.  

Bat box monitoring 

Bat boxes were monitored at Posterne Hill, Thornhill 

and Bittem through the season. Posterne Hill 

continues to support low numbers of bats with small 

numbers of Soprano pip and Brown long-eared bats 

noted through the season. Thornhill remains a 

challenging scheme with low take-up of bat boxes 

and so the numbers of boxes here were reduced. 

During the autumn several lekking Noctule bats were 

found here and so these boxes will be maintained to 

support these bats at this time of year. Bittem 

remains the most productive scheme in the forest 

with large numbers of Natterers bats recorded on 

both visits (many still bearing rings dating back t9 the 

2000s).  A small colony of Barbastelle bat continues 

to use this area of the forest and sometimes using 

the boxes; their fleeting use of roosts as a result of 

their frequent roost switching behaviour ensures that 

encountering these bats is something of a lottery but 

a welcome surprise when we do. Ringing confirms 

that we encounter a similar group of bats each 

year, whilst a number have older rings too.  

Swarming surveys at the disused railway tunnel, 

Marlborough 

Two visits were undertaken in 2017, the first in 

August coinciding with the Big Bat Bonanza, and 

although resulting in only seven bats, actually 

included 5 species, including Barbastelle, Bechstein’s 

and Brandt’s each of which are rarely encountered at 

the tunnel (1-2 Barbs may be encounter each year so 

this individual was less unexpected). The Bechstein’s 

Bat was one of several caught here in recent years; 

individuals encountered here seem to be increasing 

but still rare and make one wonder about the nearest 

maternity colony since none are currently known. 

Brandt’s Bat remains, in my opinion, the most 

interesting and least studied Bat in the county! The 

second visit in late September resulted in the capture 

of four species, mostly Natterers (71) plus a Barb, a 

brown long-eared and 2 Daubenton’s. These 

represent good catches for this location and the 

manageable numbers are great learning 

opportunities for those who have supported the 

project through the year.  

Plans for the coming winter’s hibernation checks in 

the tunnel are in development. It was hoped we’d be 

able to deliver the planned enhancements, with the 

support of the landowner, in October but this wasn’t 

possible, and we hope to deliver this in the spring 

next year.  

Thank you to all who supported this work in 2017 - 

we hope to see you again in 2018.  

Lisa Wade (December 2017) 

 

 

BBB’s swarming survey team! 



The Big Bat Bonanza 2017  

2017 brought the 10th annual Avon Big Bat Bonanza 

and this year we went on tour. This event has been 

running for the last nine years at some of Avon’s best 

bat hotspots. In its 10th (and final) year the decision 

was made to bring it to Savernake Forest in Wiltshire. 

Savernake is where my bat adventure started some 

12 years ago and so it seemed apt for the last ever 

Bonanza. 

The Big Bat Bonanza is an all-inclusive, family friendly 

event designed to get people to socialise and to 

(hopefully!!) see some bats. On the Friday night a 

brave few pitched up at the forest (literally) before 

heading into Marlborough for a quick drink before 

bed.  

In the morning, we were joined by more Avon and 

Wiltshire Bat Group members who were keen to go 

and check some bat boxes. The first stop was the 

Bitham pond boxes. Will P headed up the group with 

the ladder and carved a path for the rest of us to 

stomp through the bramble, feasting on wild 

raspberries as we went. We were lucky enough to 

find several boxes with Natterer’s bats in residence, 

sadly though the gem of the forest, the barbastelle 

bat, didn’t make an appearance. 

After an afternoon picnic, or trip to the local chip 

shop for some, we headed over to Postern Hill to 

check the boxes. First, however, we had to make our 

way through the bramble thicket that has developed 

since the last woodland thinning operation. This was 

even worse than the bramble encountered at Bitham 

and Will was unable to join us in the afternoon, so I 

stormed ahead with a pair of shears, doing my best 

to carve a path. Brambles defeated, or least made 

passable, we proceeded to the boxes and were 

treated to a small group of beautiful brown long-

eared bats. By now, everyone who wanted to have a 

go at handling had had an opportunity and with a 

good balance of old crones to newbies it made for a 

perfect learning experience.  

The evening came and the group split in two with the 

bulk of the group heading to Marlborough tunnel 

with the aim of catching some swarming bats; whilst 

a determined few decided to try their luck catching in 

the forest. The tunnel is an important hibernation site 

for a range of species and we were not disappointed. 

Along with the ‘common’ swarming site bats we 

managed to catch some barbastelle bats as well as a 

Bechstein’s bat.  Bechstein’s are very rarely caught at 

the tunnel; clearly the Big Bat Bonanza brought some 

good luck! It being a Saturday in August we also saw 

some other night life, in the form of some young lads 

who had brought some drinks with them.  They were 

slightly put off when they came across us camped out 

half way along the track and had to change their 

plans for the evening. Gareth and Will found some 

really good-looking spots to put up their harp traps 

and Will was so confident he encouraged Hazel to go 

for the 9m mist net. Sadly however, all they managed 

to catch was a single Common Pip! You cant practice 

deploying nets and traps too often……… 

 

BBB’s bat box checking team! 

 

Barbastelle bat © Jim Mullholland 



On Sunday we headed out to Thornhill pond where 

the aim has been to relocate many of the unused 

boxes to new reserves. We only managed to take 

down 10 unused boxes but we did come across a 

male and female noctule in boxes on either side of a 

tree. From late summer into Autumn, male noctules 

begin to set up leks to attract females to mate; 

clearly he’d been partially successful but hadn’t quite 

‘sealed the deal’ yet. 

The weekend was topped off with a trip to a local 

coffee shop for a well-deserved hot beverage and a 

piece of cake. 

Thanks to all of those who made it out, especially Lisa 

and Gareth for playing host and helping to organise 

and run the weekend.  

Jim Mullholland  

Wiltshire Bat Group & Avon Bat Group 

 

Bechstein’s bat monitoring for Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust in Trowbridge, 2016 

Our wonderful team of volunteers once again turned 

out monthly at Green Lane Wood and Biss Wood 

reserves box checks, led by Keith Cohen with Lis 

Weidt, to monitor the Bechstein’s bats.  Unphased by 

this, volunteers came out for a week of radio-tracking 

to follow a further 2 breeding females from Green 

Lane Wood.  I cannot thank these volunteers enough!  

A special thank you this year to the Wildlife Trust for 

releasing Matt Callaway to spend the week on radio-

tracking, ensuring that WWT have a first-hand 

understanding of the habits of these bats, and 

proving a great asset to the tracking team. 

Highlights from this year include: 

• tracked bat Ermintrude spent much time foraging 

outside the wood, visiting an old field boundary 

lined with mature trees, as well as parkland oaks 

– this is the first time any tracked bat in this area 

has spent a significant amount of time foraging 

on the Trowbridge side of the woods; 

• the Ash tree roost found last year continued to 

be an important maternity site, used by both 

tagged bats, but they also used a range of other 

roosts in both trees and boxes across Green Lane 

Wood; 

• On some nights there was frequent use of 

temporary night-roosts by the bats, sometimes 

for obvious reasons, like a heavy rain shower, but 

as often as not there was no obvious purpose – 

suckling their young may well be one key reason; 

• Unlike last year, neither bat went dashing up past 

Trowbridge, though both used hedgerows and 

trees outside the woods and around the Ash tree 

– Zebedee’s foraging area was almost entirely the 

north-west corner of the wood; 

• On 30th June, several boxes had large numbers of 

earwigs in the roof - I've never seen this before 

and have no idea why – what do you think ?; 

• A barbastelle was found in a tree roost in Green 

Lane for the first time, on 29th July in a multi-

stem coppice Field Maple – in a hole previously 

used by a single brown long-eared; 

• Of the 5 new 2FN Schwegler boxes 

erected in March, 3 were used by bats this 

summer, a really good take-up; 

• Both radio-tracked bats were found to 

forage at varying heights, from c. 1m or so 

upwards, though most often low down - at times 

they were observed to move very fast while 

foraging. 

Ringing continued to support last year’s findings 

that the local breeding populations are around 

twice as big as previously realised – around 65 

breeding females in the Green Lane Wood colony and 

around 50 at Biss.  This comes from better encounter 

rates with the adult and young bats such that we can 

have good confidence that most of each population 

were met in each year – and that few young in any 

 

Figure 1 - Sarah Jupp confirming that the bats are in the Paxcroft Ash 

tree roost. 



year escape ringing.  Amongst the ringed bats 

encountered were: 

• H3758 ringed as a probable juvenile female, at 

Box swarming on 5 Oct 2013, recaptured in 

Green Land Wood in 2015 and 2017 

• U7535 was seen for her 10th time over 13 years - 

she was ringed as an adult so is a minimum of 13 

years old, ringed on 18/05/2003; 

• Z1821 was ringed as Y3129 (in 2008 or before) 

and was not seen for a gap of 5 years until being 

in the Paxcroft Ash this August; 

• H4100 has been found in Biss Wood for several 

times now, it seems to be his patch; he may well 

be the young male tracked by Aspect in 2013, 

who always roosted in this area... if only we had 

ringed those bats at the time ! 

• H3763 has been seen each of the last 4 years 

always in the box now numbered 11, a Geoff 

Birrell hand-made original.  This is probably the 

same old male (U0395) who was found to have 

moved between swarming at the Box SAC and 

GLW back in 2000, and for whom this corner of 

the wood is home, now for his 16th (?) year; 

• J3261 was originally ringed in May 16 from Biss 

A9, then refound at the Paxcroft Ash with the 

GLW maternity group in Aug 16, and now is back 

in the Biss maternity group - an unusual 

movement. 

As well as the bat box monitoring, Jim Mulholland 

and Keith have made monthly checks of a range of 

low-level tree PRFs (Potential Roost Features) 

establishing fascinating results on usage – and 

members of CIEEM and the Arb Association attended 

training days, and a Bats and Trees training day was 

also run with the uniquely brilliant Henry Andrews 

(Bat Tree Habitat Key).  On these events, participants 

saw the range of roost types bats use, and discovered 

the often-overlooked importance of trees with 

small dbh, including the smallest recorded dbh bat 

roost, a field maple only 8cm in diameter that has 

been used by single Bechstein’s, Natterer’s and 

brown long-eared bats. 

Once again a huge thank-you to all who have made 

these monitoring visits go so well, who have 

brought and shared food and drinks, enthusiasm 

and energy, and given up your time to come out 

and be curious about wonderful bats. 

 

And something from Ellie Frew, one of 

the star volunteers supporting this 

project in 2017: 

During the summer activity season, we (Emily and 

I) were lucky enough to join Keith and Lis 

monitoring the local Bechstein’s bat population at 

Green Lane and Biss Wood, taking part in both bat 

box checks and radio tracking.  

 

Figure 2 – Around 5am on 5th August, the excited but somewhat 

tired remains of a night's tracking team, Matt, Sarah, Keith, Ellie, 

Emily, by a new tree roost where 6 of the bats and both tagged bats 

went to roost. 

 

Figure 4 - Bechstein's bats (and aerial tag on the right) 

in a Schwegler box 



We arrived on the morning of the box checks and 

were sorted into two groups. We were grouped with 

Keith who took us through a section of Green Lane 

Wood, taking turns at checking boxes. During the 

morning we were lucky enough to come across half 

of the maternity colony of Bechstein’s bat known to 

roost within the woodland, finding the remainder 

during the afternoon session. We processed all 

Bechstein’s, recording weight, forearm length, sex, 

age and breeding condition. We were very pleased to 

have this encounter as it was only the second time I 

had seen Bechstein’s in the hand (and I was able to 

handle and process quite a few) and the first time for 

Emily, who managed to get some really excellent 

close up shots of the bats using the bat box and in the 

hand. Emily’s photo of a large group of Bechstein’s 

roosting in a single box went on to win this year’s 

CIEEM photography competition! We all took turns 

guessing how many bats were in the box – amazingly 

there was a total of 27 bats roosting inside! 

Later that month, we both returned to Green Lane to 

help the bat group with radio tracking the maternity 

colony of Bechstein’s (two of which had been tagged 

earlier in the week). We knew that the two tagged 

bats had returned to a known tree roost (a mature 

ash in a hedgerow field boundary) the morning 

previously so this is where we began. As the bats 

began to emerge, we split into two groups, one 

following each tagged bat (named Zebedee and 

Ermintrude). Ermintrude emerged and quickly flew 

south to the wood, where she foraged at the 

southern edge of the woodland and along a nearby 

tree-lined brook most of the night. We continued to 

track Zebedee, who began her evening foraging in 

the hedge line leading 

away from the tree roost, 

with regular resting in 

night roosts in the hedge 

trees for periods long 

enough to cause us to 

suspect that something 

might be amiss with her 

tag. After some time 

however, she too headed 

south to Green Lane, 

where she spent the 

majority of the night 

foraging in the northwest 

corner. As the sun rose 

and the bat activity 

began to dwindle, we 

realised that the signals, 

whilst clearly coming 

from bats within roosts, 

were not coming from 

the location of the tree 

roost or any box known 

to be used by the colony. We were then lucky enough 

to track down and find a new tree roost within the 

woodland, at a woodpecker hole, relatively low 

down, inside which there were approximately 5 or 6 

bats. We arrived just as they were crawling inside and 

down and so we were able to see them clearly - this 

was a really spectacular sight as we have never seen 

bats inside tree roosts before.  

Massive thanks to Lis and Keith for their general bat 

knowledge and letting us join in with the group, and 

also to Sarah Jupp and Matt Callaway for their 

endless enthusiasm and tips on radio tracking 

technique! 

Ellie Frew 

Ellie and Emily are part of Keith & Lis’s monitoring 

team at Trowbridge. If you’d like to get involved, 

please contact Lis Weidt. 

 

Bechstein’s bat maternity colony © Emily Wood 



There’s more! Bechstein’s bat tree 

roosts, Trowbridge, 2017 

During 2017, the fabulous Keith Cohen and I have 

continued to hunt out tree roosts in Trowbridge. 

Building on the success of 2016, we have continued 

the monthly tree inspections  

with the hope of learning more about the use of tree 

roosts by bats and contributing to the Bat Tree 

Habitat Key.  

The winter was quiet, with the occasional brown 

long-eared bat and pipistrelle recorded. Whilst 

numbers in the winter declined, the presumption 

being that they hibernate underground, the 

woodland was never empty. It was interesting to see 

how, even during the winter months, the bats 

frequently move about, the only exception being a 

pipistrelle that did not move from his home over the 

winter months. Are the brown long-eared bats 

continuing to forage throughout the winter? As they 

are capable of gleaning prey, perhaps there is some 

mileage in this theory. 

As spring rolled around, numbers peaked in April with 

seven new roosts (Natterer’s, brown long-eared and 

noctule). The summer brought some more great 

finds, including: only the third bat roost recorded in a 

hazel; a barbastelle turning up in an atypical roost 

feature; and the smallest diameter tree roost on the 

Bat Tree Habitat Key database (8.5cm diameter at 

1.5m above ground) now known to support three 

species at different times (Bechstein’s, Natterer’s and 

brown long-eared). 

We are currently up to 43 tree roosts (some with 

multiple species occupying them) and have a tree 

roost species tally of 5: barbastelle, Bechstein’s, 

Natterer’s, noctule, and common pipistrelle. 

Looking briefly at these data, some interesting facts 

have emerged. Hopefully we will have some time to 

analyse these data fully and make the information 

publicly available. To keep you interested, here’s the 

big one: most tree roosts are more frequently empty 

than occupied – 95% of the roosts are occupied less 

than 50% of the time. Clearly this has implications for 

those surveying trees for bat roosts. 

The hunt for tree roosts (and improved knowledge) 

continues! 

Jim Mullholland  

Training and Technical Officer for the Ancient 

Tree Forum 

Wiltshire Bat Group & Avon Bat Group 

 

 

 

 



Swarming at Box and Bradford-on-Avon 

2017 

A new site for swarming at Winsley (a known 

hibernation site) was visited in early September 

and eight different species (M.natt, M.daub, 

M.bech, M.myst, Pl.aur, E.sero, R.ferr and R.hipp) 

were caught that night. 

During two of the three visits to Box this autumn 

there was more swarming activity observed (and 

more bats captured) at Lady Hamilton’s than at 

Jack’s Workings – this may be normal variation in 

bat behaviour or due to there being a new grille at 

the mine entrance to Jack’s Workings (with no 

underground access for trapping). Bats were 

marked with chalk on release, using different 

colours for the two entrances. Movement between 

Jack’s Workings and Lady Hamilton’s was recorded 

on each night in both directions by the recapture of 

marked individuals of both colours at each 

entrance. The chalk marks probably don’t last as 

long as two weeks as no recaptures of chalk marked 

bats occurred between surveys (different colours 

were used on each visit). High turnover of individuals 

is another  explanation as only one ringed bat was 

captured on more than one night. 24 of the 44 ring 

recaptures at Box during 2017 were caught at Lady 

Hamilton’s. Notable recaptures include U2686 a male 

Bechstein’s ringed back in 2001, and also U5628 

another male Bechstein’s,  

U5328 a male Daubenton’s, and U5504 a male 

Natterer’s, all ringed back in 2002. Ringed Greater 

Horseshoe Bats previously seen at Back Door (Grille), 

Bath Golf Course, Brown’s Folly, Gripwood, Sally’s 

Rift, and Swan were caught at Box during 2017, 

recaptures at Gripwood were previously recorded at 

Winsley. Noctules were caught for the first time 

during Box swarming bringing the species list for this 

site to 13 in total.   

 Over fifty batworkers and volunteers attended 

swarming surveys in Wiltshire this autumn, including 

 

Serotine and Greater horseshoe bat at Winsley 

02/09/17 © D.Linton 

 

Serotine and Noctule at Box 09/09/17 © D.Linton 

 

Hand Release at Box 08/10/17 

 

Bats evading harp traps at Gripwood 15/09/17 © D.Linton 



Matt Zeale from Bristol University who took photos 

of bat wings that will train and test a computer 

algorithmn for species and potentially individual 

identification. A thermal imaging camera was also 

kindly loaned to me this autumn for surveys at 

Gripwood and Box, enabling surveyors to watch bat 

activity and monitor nets and traps in darkness.   

Dr Danielle Linton 

 

Notes from the County Recorder 

2017 was another busy year for the bat group with 

highlights too numerous to list in detail! 

Hibernation counts early in the year at sites within 

the bath & Bradford on Avon SAC continued to 

highlight this area continues to support nationally 

and internationally important numbers of greater 

horseshoe bat. Concern grows however over the 

conservation status of a number of sites here (as well 

as some sites not included in the SAC) where 

continued disturbance by those illegally accessing the 

underground sites, as well as development pressures 

impacts bats using these sites. Complicating this 

further, access to some sites is changing as 

landowners act to prevent unwanted access, in some 

cases re-grilleing mine entrances without 

consideration for access for survey and monitoring. 

Times are changing! Where we can, we work with 

Natural England to achieve the best outcomes. 

Hibernation counts at the disused railway tunnel in 

Marlborough, monitored as part of the Savernake 

Project, showed continued usage of the site by 

hundreds of bats, primarily Natterers bats with 

smaller numbers of Daubenton’s and Brown long-

eared bats. Intriguingly a lesser horseshoe bat has 

begun hibernating here (since 2015), not previously 

recorded in monitoring which commenced in the 

1990s. A string of warm winters has seen numbers of 

bats using the tunnel fall.  The tunnel is 

another location potentially to be 

impacted by nearby built development 

but liaison with the consultants acting 

for the developer, and Wiltshire 

Council, offers some promise of 

positive outcomes for the bats using 

the site, as well as those undertaking 

monitoring here. The owner of the 

tunnel likewise continues to be 

supportive - plans for Further bat 

enhancements are being made for 

later in 2018, in part thanks to some 

support from the bat group.  

The Bechstein’s bat studies at Green 

lane & Biss woods, Trowbridge 

continued in 2017, with the monthly 

bat box monitoring supplemented by 

detailed monthly tree roost feature assessments. The 

outcome of further radiotracking in 2017 is detailed 

elsewhere in this newsletter (see Keith’s and Ellie’s 

articles). Multiple new tree roosts have been found 

too (see Jim’s article earlier).  

Wiltshire-wide surveys for Bechstein’s and 

Barbastelle bats continued with a new site for 

Bechstein’s bat located in the Braydon forest (the 

sixth woodland found supporting this species in this 

area) whilst as part of the same project (The Braydon 

Forest Bechstein’s Bat Project) bat box monitoring 

and ringing studies continued at two nearby sites. 

Elsewhere in. Wiltshire surveys uncovered 

barbastelles at a new site in central Wiltshire..........  

The CWP project continued with Will Ponting 

delivering further bat box checks and ringing/re-

trapping of soprano pipistrelle bats through the year. 

Further trapping surveys targeting Nathusius’ 

pipistrelle bat were delivered, which often resulted in 

individuals being recorded on detectors close by but 

not in one being caught! Efforts were rewarded in 

 

Natterer's, Bechstein's and Brown long-eared at Winsley 02/09/17 

© D.Linton 



October with the capture of a male Nathusius’ pip, 

the first to be trapped in the CWP despite hundreds 

of detector records. It’s worth noting that despite 

multiple annual checks to several hundred bat boxes 

since 2005, only 1 Nathusius’ pip has been found in 

boxes here. This trapped Nathusius’ pip is also, to my 

knowledge, the first trapped in Wiltshire. 

 

Male Nathusius’ Pipistrelle bat, Cotswold Water 
Park © G.Harris 
 
One of the perks of being county recorder, and of 

publishing documents such as the recent Mammals in 

Wiltshire (2nd Edition) is oversight of Wiltshire’s bat 

data………some species, despite being very rare, are 

extremely well-studied in Wiltshire (e.g. the 

Horseshoe bats, Barbastelle and Bechstein’s bat) 

whilst some of our more common and supposedly 

widespread species are less well-studied and in fact 

in some cases we have fewer records of common 

species than the rarer species! I’ve outlined some 

surprising “factoids” about Wiltshire’s bats later in 

this newsletter for your consideration and 

contemplation! It’s clear that, within the county, a 

very small number of people are undertaking colony 

counts/emergence counts, or surveys of bridges or 

surveys of churches………we’ve raised the baseline of 

what is considered to be “normal” bat work now to 

the point where we only want to do trapping surveys, 

swarming surveys and radiotracking! So, a plea from 

me – check out your local villages, rivers, bridges and 

look for roosting sites; or consider annual counts of a 

local roost. You’ll be surprised what you learn……. 

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire Bat Group (November 

2017) 
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Corsham Neighbourhood Plan: Batscape 

Strategy 

Corsham Town Council have recently published their 

draft Neighbourhood Plan for consultation. So what, I 

hear you cry as your eyes glaze over and you start to 

switch off! 

Well, this is a momentous occasion for two reasons. 

Firstly, Volume 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan 

comprises a Batscape Strategy written by Johns 

Associates on behalf of Corsham Town Council for the 

whole of the plan area.  This document sets out to 

influence and enhance the sustainable development 

of Corsham through protecting important bat 

habitats within the designated Neighbourhood Plan 

area.  The document also explains how to enhance 

existing bat habitats, as well as create new ones.   

Secondly, neighbourhood planning has real teeth and 

gives communities direct power to develop a shared 

vision for their neighbourhood and shape the 

development and growth of their local area. A 

neighbourhood plan should support the strategic 

development needs set out in the Local Plan and plan 

positively to support local development.  Assuming 

this objective is met, a neighbourhood plan attains 

the same legal status as the Local Plan once it has 

been approved at a referendum. At this point it 

comes into force as part of the statutory 

development plan. Applications for planning 

permission must be determined in accordance with 

the development plan, unless material considerations 

indicate otherwise. 

So why is a Batscape Strategy important for this 

particular neighbourhood? Well, Corsham is located 

in close proximity to the Box Mine complex, which is 

part of the European-designated ‘Bath and Bradford 

on Avon Bats’ Special Area of Conservation; and bat 

populations associated with this designated site 

(including lesser horseshoe, greater horseshoe and 

Bechstein’s bat) are reliant on the landscape within 

the Neighbourhood Plan area for foraging and 

commuting between roosts.  The SAC is of known 

international importance for the bat roosts it 

supports and as a result, is subject to stringent legal 

protection under the 2010 Habitats Regulations. 

However, habitat features in the surrounding 

landscape used by the bats are susceptible to loss 

and damage, particularly as the available bat data is 

 



sparse with significant gaps. This means that the 

impacts of incremental development have the 

potential to result in significant impacts on the bat 

populations, and therefore the SAC, through 

cumulative loss of habitat; and degradation of habitat 

through increased light levels.  There is potential for 

significant cumulative impacts to arise even where 

individual developments would have de-minimis 

impacts on the SAC when assessed in isolation. 

Jenny Bennett 

WBG secretary & Associate Director, Johns 

Associates 

Wiltshire Bechstein’s Bat Project 

2017 proved to be less productive than originally 

hoped and planned for, through a combination of 

cruddy weather which seemed to unfailingly coincide 

with plans for trapping surveys and that really 

annoying thing in life, called employment! 

That said we had some great findings...... 

I’ve long-planned to survey a particular woodland in 

the Braydon Forest (between Malmsbury and 

Purton); prior to 2017 we had surveyed 6 woodlands 

here, finding Bechstein’s in 5 of them, as well as 

trapping another 10 species of bat and recording 

both species of horseshoe bat. The Braydon Forest 

has many more secrets to reveal, and so far we’ve 

just scratched the surface. Our original Bechstein’s 

study site celebrated its 10th year of bat box checks 

and ringing this last year and continues to produce 

some lovely retrap data. A second box scheme also 

produces regular numbers of Common woodland 

bats. 

One particular woodland site was worthy of greater 

attention and survey effort, due to its extensive size, 

age and structure of woodland and associated 

habitats, however it has extremely complex 

landownership, being owned by several landowners 

with parts leased to Forestry Commission but much 

of it in private management. The Forestry 

Commission introduced us to the landowners and we 

were bowled over by their enthusiasm and interest. 

So that went well then....... 

A group of us rocked up in Early August, set up harp 

traps, triple high and mist nets, with lures and 

waited. We caught 9 bats in great weather conditions 

but in full moonlight (recent weather conditions 

forcing us to trap on a full moon), including a juvenile 

Bechstein’s as well as  

Natterer’s, Daubenton’s, Whiskered, Brandt’s and 

Soprano pips. The trapping of a juvenile, within only a 

few minutes of sunset suggests local breeding and 

provides great incentive for further work at this site. 

Thankfully the landowners have agreed to further 

work in 2018, probably including some bat boxes, 

more trapping and if the enthusiasm can be 

summoned some radiotracking. Watch this space. 

Another site in Wiltshire has been beckoning for 

some time too; Grovely wood lies in the centre of 

Wiltshire, just north of Salisbury on the edge of the 

Wylye valley. It’s vast and happens to lie in a part of 

the county that has received little Bat survey work. 

Intriguingly, the Barbastelle distribution maps in the 

atlas also present a blank map for the Grovely wood 

area and yet it’s a large wood, in their core range, 

nestled between river valleys. Surely barbs are 

here??? I’ve been convinced for some time that they 

must be here, so I made contact with Forestry 

Commission who lease part of the site; they kindly 

agreed to support survey work here.  

We returned in August and set up traps, harps etc, 

picking a very cold evening to sit on top of a large 

  

Juvenile Bechstein’s bat, Braydon Forest © M 

Maskell 

 



wooded hill. Thankfully a pub in the valley below was 

playing live music, which was very obliging of them. 

Despite the low temperatures we trapped a 

Barbastelle, a male within 30 mins of sunset, again 

suggesting local roosting. We caught a handful of 

other common woodland bats too. Before we left site 

we deployed a static detector which upon collection 

and analyses, also highlighted plenty of Barbastelle 

passes........So another new barb roosting site. 

This year I have been fortunate to be in the 

employment of the Atkins-Arup Joint Venture, the 

consortium which led upon phase 1 of the A303 

Stonehenge Bypass Project. The results of fieldwork 

in 2016 and 2017 is yet to be made public, but suffice 

to say that, thanks to a large project team led by 

Atkins, we have considerable new knowledge of how 

Barbastelle bats are using this area and how it links to 

Grovely Wood too, a Distance of 8km to the south of 

the project area. More on this next year once the 

information has been formally released by Highways 

England.  

Finally, some of you may remember that in 2015 we 

radiotracked 3 barbastelle bats in woodlands close to 

where I live, just south of Devizes, finding a new 

maternity colony of up to 15 bats using a timber-clad 

dwelling. Having monitored this colony in 2015, 2016 

and 2017, it’s interesting to note that this dwelling is 

used mainly in early August each year, and 

occasionally in early spring (late April and early May). 

It’s seems that the bats appear in early August, with 

flying juveniles, obviously having pupped elsewhere; 

they stay for a week or so, sometimes longer, and 

then leave to roost elsewhere. When we originally 

found this roost, the bats used it for nearly 14 days 

before tags were lost/stopped functioning. I’ve heard 

people suggest that Barbastelles may. roost in 

buildings when they lack opportunities in trees; 

with the maternity roost discussed above, 

nestled in woodland, I’d tentatively suggest that 

this building roost is preferred, it seems to be 

used mainly once juveniles are on the wing. 

Different parts of the building are used according 

to weather conditions, using the north side of 

the building in mid-summer, the south side in 

early spring, and varying the height above 

ground (I’ve seen them roosting just above head 

height, a delightful sight, tucked behind the 

cladding).  

On the subject of Barbastelle bats and buildings, 

there are increasing numbers of records of barbs 

roosting in buildings in the county, whether 

found by radiotracking (a dwelling and a. timber 

barn), observation of bats in the barn (dead or 

alive) or static detector data etc. One of the barn 

roosts was discovered by radiotracking and saw the 

barb (a female) roost there for 5 days; we never 

actually saw her in the barn roosting, but narrowed it 

down to a square metre, and only sometimes saw her 

emerge or enter it. There was no evidence of bats 

using this barn no droppings or feeding signs. This 

year I have encountered bat surveyors immediately 

discounting barbastelles from roosting in buildings, in 

one case, despite recording them in the vicinity at 

dusk when bats were emerging from the building. 

Barbs often DO roost in buildings………just saying…… 

One of the fabulous aspects of bat work in Wiltshire 

is the number of woodland bat projects we have 

ongoing, whether Bechstein’s in the Trowbridge area 

or Braydon Forest, Barbastelles in the Savernake, 

Devizes area etc. The woodland bat work in recent 

years however, has uncovered a diversity of new sites 

for both species, all of which are embryonic new 

projects.........if you’re interested in taking on a new 

project, and can offer some commitment, please get 

in touch. 

Gareth Harris (November 2017) 

 

 

Male Barbastelle bat, Grovely Wood © M. Maskell 

 



Wiltshire’s bats – some factoids! 

As mentioned above, some thoughts based on recent 

analyses and mapping arising from Mammals in 

Wiltshire (2nd Edition) as follows…... 

Perhaps you can help by surveying potential/known 

roosts or sharing existing data…..? 

Lesser horseshoe – historically, there were a number 

of maternity roosts in Wiltshire numbering 175 or 

more adult bats………today the incoming records 

suggest that only 1 site is still monitored……..but I’m 

aware that some others are being monitored……..do 

you know of any others? 

Daubenton’s bat – commonly recorded in bridges 

and other structures close to water aren’t they? 

Aside from some detailed survey work in the 

Cotswold Water Park, virtually no roosts in bridges 

are known elsewhere in Wiltshire…….do you have 

bats roosting in bridges where you live or on projects 

you work upon?  

Natterer’s bat – given how widespread this species is 

in buildings such as churches, barns and large 

dwellings, the number of maternity roosts known in 

the county is actually remarkably few……….and yet 

there are numerous EPS licences working upon such 

roosts…but these data are rarely shared (a quick look 

on MAGIC.gov.uk shows where these EPS licence 

locations are, but often not who is working upon 

them). ….. 

Barbastelle bat……isn’t rare! Whilst they aren’t 

abundant, they are widely spread in Wiltshire and a 

decent static detector almost anywhere in the county 

has a good chance of recording one passing. Recent 

radiotracking in Wiltshire (as well as elsewhere in the 

UK) has found them roosting regularly in timber 

barns, especially during the winter months but also 

during the summer. A maternity roost in a timber-

clad house in central Wiltshire was found in 2015 and 

is regularly monitored. I wonder how many 

Barbastelles are overlooked roosting in barns…….? 

Noctule bats roost in trees don’t they??? A large 

Noctule roost is monitored in south Wiltshire, with 

over 100 adults roosting in a roof void and accessing 

the void from behind the barge board on the 

gable……they even share the property (which is very 

large) with Serotine bats and Brown Long-eared bats. 

I found a Noctule hibernating behind timber cladding 

on a building in December 2017.  

A plea to bat workers and consultants working in 

Wiltshire – the recent mammal atlas project was able 

to use some superb data to map the current known 

distribution of mammals in the county. There are 

some interesting omissions and anomalies however 

and I hope that everyone working in the county may 

be able to help plug some gaps. 

If you have surveyed or are working on bat roosts in 

the county, please share your survey data as soon as 

you’re able to do so. We share all data that we 

receive with the Wiltshire & Swindon Biological 

Records Centre (WSBRC) ensuring that such data are 

available to others in later data requests. By sharing 

data we can promote bat conservation across 

Wiltshire.  

Please share your data. Pretty please.  

[GH] 

  

 

Lesser horseshoe bat © G.Harris 
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Another year in the Cotswold Water 

Park, where does the time go? 

Cotswold Water Park Bat Initiative – 

Soprano Pipistrelle ringing study  

I have been struggling a bit to find anything 

interesting about our box checks this year. We’ve 

welcomed a few new people along on the monthly 

checks which is nice, as getting hands on 

Soprano pipistrelles is still exciting for them, 

especially if they have been indoctrinated with 

Greater Horseshoes, Noctules and other 

charismatic species.  A wise old bat worker once 

said to me ‘sort out pip handling and everything 

else is a doddle’. How true. 

I thought 2017 had been a bit of a rubbish year, 

but a quick count up over the years shows a 

pretty good comparison of totals from the 

Lower Mill Estate bat boxes. My review wasn’t 

really very scientific, but we’ve averaged 43 bat 

encounters each season (April to September) 

since 2011. 

Then I thought I’d see what the oldest Soprano 

pip was on the record and it is 4 years 4 months 

and 4 days, take a bow L00279. 

Then I thought I’d have a look at some of the female 

Soprano pip records, to see whether there was 

anything interesting. As I mentioned last year, 

encounters with females are a bit of a lottery, some 

males are pretty predictable and turn up in the same 

boxes each year. I know that volunteers are fed up 

with me saying ‘box Z has never let us down’, but it is 

pretty much true, even when it was occupied by 

Hornets for a while.  

Anyway, let me introduce you to the slightly 

convoluted narrative of L00265 a juvenile female 

ringed by Mark Satinet on the 30th September 2012 

from box V. She went missing for a couple of years 

then turned up on the 31st August 2014, 25 metres 

away in yes, you guessed it box Z, with 4 other 

females (including L00253, more of her in a minute). 

The male bat in this breeding group was L00291. 

The saga of L00265 continues. She was fitted with 

new bling on 11th September 2016, when we picked 

her up again for the last time. She became L03781 as 

the old ring was a bit damaged. She was with 2 

different females and a new interloper male L00218, 

but in box S, about 100 metres further away. 

Are you following this? 

Then I looked at L00253 from the 31st August 2014 

records. She was originally ringed on the 21st April 

2012 as an adult by Lisa Wade from box V. The next 

time we found her she was in box Z in August the 

same year, in fact she seems to have lived in and 

around box Z her entire life, but has been quite 

faithful to male L00291 who holds that territory. 

There are a few inferences we can start to draw from 

the recoveries. In the late summer and early autumn 

the males are predictable in quite small territories of 

around 100 m2, most of the females are generally a 

bit more gregarious, but some also like their home 

turf. It would be nice to get a bat of 5 years or older if 

only to nod sagely in agreement with the text books. 

There will be another fun filled year at Lower Mill 

next season, drop me an email if you want to come 

along, while my enthusiasm for pips ebbs and flows, 

it is always fun, and it is a great location. 

As always a big thank you to Ben Welbourn from the 

CWP Trust and the new 4x4, (I’m looking forward to 

seeing the Forest Green Rovers bobble hat by the 

way), Lower Mill Estate for allowing us access, Kate,  

Emily, Sonja, Nathan, Laura, Lilly, Ellie, Sarah and the 

Ranger Team. It has been a pleasure, and probably 

more about box Z than the bats, perhaps next year I’ll 

take a photo. 

Soprano Pips in the CWP © Will Ponting 



PS – The Nathusius’ Pipistrelle was a bit special too. 

See the pictures on Facebook and Twitter. 

Will Ponting (aka The Legend, Bat Group 

treasurer, membership secretary……….and so 

much more….)) 

 

Pewsey Downs Farmer Group –habitat 

enhancements to support bats using the 

canal corridor 

The Pewsey Downs Farmer Group was established in 

2016, convened by Simon Smart of Black Sheep 

Countryside Management. The group was set up 

following the desire of a number of farmers to work 

collaboratively to enhance the local landscape for 

wildlife. This includes the aim of reconnecting 

habitats across the landscape, such as chalk grassland 

fragments for example, for rare butterflies. The group 

now consists of over 22 farmer members covering 

over 9000 hectares. Discussions during last winter 

quickly identified enthusiasm for bat conservation 

and habitat enhancements, intensifying following the 

discovery of a lesser horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus 

hipposideros, day-roosting within a WWII pillbox near 

Alton Priors. 

A project was launched to enhance our current 

understanding of how bats use this landscape and to 

achieve enhancements to improve the existing 

roosting, foraging and commuting habitats for bats, 

i.e. to make the landscape fully accessible for bat. 

The wetland corridor provided by the Kennet & Avon 

Canal (KAC) provides a rich resource for a wide range 

of species in an otherwise very dry and relatively 

open landscape. A range of bat species are among 

the beneficiaries of this man-made corridor, which 

provides rich foraging areas, that facilitates the 

movement of bats across the whole landscape, and 

provides a series of potential roosting sites in mature 

trees and structures associated with the canal (such 

as bridges, culverts and dwellings).  

The lesser horseshoe and Barbastelle bat are rare 

bats throughout their European, UK and Wiltshire 

range – both species are listed on Annex II of the EU 

Habitats Directive and are UK Biodiversity Action Plan 

species, reflecting their rarity and high conservation 

priority.  

The lesser horseshoe and Barbastelle bats were 

identified as key species that would benefit from 

these works, in part following the recently discovery 

of the lesser horseshoe using the WWII pillbox, but 

also reflecting that this part of Wiltshire marks the 

eastern edge of their range in the county and works 

here may facilitate further expansion. The Barbastelle 

bat is well known in the Savernake area but in 2015 

maternity roosts were also identified in the Devizes 

and Easterton areas further west – the Kennet & 

Avon Canal corridor provides linkage between these 

two areas which Barbastelle bats are considered 

likely to be using. Both are species known to utilise 

habitats at a landscape-scale and will therefore 

benefit the most from work to improve landscape 

connectivity. Of course, other species will also benefit 

from this work.  

These species are therefore the targets for habitat 

enhancements across the Pewsey Downs Farmer 

Group project area.  

Bat surveys were undertaken in summer and autumn 

2017 along the canal between Bishops Cannings and 

Pewsey and recorded a range of bat species, ranging 

from common and widespread species such as 

common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, Daubenton’s, 

long-eared bats noctule and serotine bats, to 

frequent encounters with rarer species such as the 

Barbastelle bat. Barbastelle bats were encountered 

foraging along the canal during two transect surveys 

(foraging around the observer on both occasions) 

whilst the use of static detectors at one particular 

location identified an area very likely offering 

 

This pillbox has been prioritised for enhancement for bats, 

lying on private land but adjacent to the canal. © G. Harris. 



roosting site (given the numbers of passes recorded 

at sunset and sunrise). Further work is planned in 

2018 to clarify this. These surveys also encountered 

two otters foraging in the canal at dusk, offering 

prolonged views of both individuals, as well as a 

scattering of other species of note such as hedgehog 

and barn owl! 

Feedback and results shared with the landowners 

supporting this work is being fed directly into new 

agri-environment scheme options to improve 

habitats for bats. For example, improved hedgerow 

management, hedgerow planting, tree planting and 

some cases recommendations for improved pond & 

ditch management, all to improve commuting routes 

and foraging areas. It is hoped therefore that direct 

benefits to bats and other wildlife will be seen 

quite quickly.  

As part of this work, Simon, Lisa Wade and I 

presented some guided walks to find bats along 

the canal corridor, to stimulate further interest. 

Interest levels amongst the farmers is very high 

and many are planning further work next year, 

not least, to convert further pillboxes for 

roosting bats.  

The landowners participating in these surveys 

and habitats are warmly thanked for their 

interest and support – all surveys were funded 

through their Higher Level Stewardship 

agreements with the group as a whole being 

funded by the Countryside Stewardship 

Facilitation Fund. 

Further information: 

Simon Smart, Black Sheep Countryside 

Management 

simonsmartblacksheep@gmail.com   

Gareth Harris MCIEEM, Wiltshire Bat Group 

gharris_doh@hotmail.com  

Help needed for advisory visits 

Wiltshire Bat Group is receiving increasing 

numbers of calls from members of the public 

(as well as schools and other community 

groups) seeking help and advice with regards 

to bats. These are often from householders 

who have found bats and are keen to learn 

more to understand and safeguard their bats. 

In some cases householders are seeking formal 

identification of their bats in order to submit 

records to WSBRC to ensure the information 

feeds into planning processes, Neighbourhood 

Plans etc. 

In almost all of the calls we have received, there is no 

immediate threat to the bats – just simple interest 

and fascination. Consequently, the visits aren’t 

eligible for visits by a Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor 

through Batline. 

At present, the group is struggling to meet demand! 

So we are looking for a few licenced folk who might 

 

Arable fields between the canal corridor and the Pewsey Downs – plans 

are afoot to better connect these habitats for bats and other wildlife © 

G. Harris. 

 

Sections of the canal are well-wooded but others are very exposed – 

additional hedgerow and tree planting is planned to better connect these 

habitats to the wider landscape © G. Harris. 
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be interested in taking on occasional visits to visit 

roosting sites, provide some information, perhaps 

undertake an emergence survey or take some 

droppings for DNA analyses. 

In many respects this is bat work and people 

engagement at its very best. Clearly, where enquirers 

need advice from a consultant ecologist or through 

Batline we will signpost them appropriately. 

If you are interested in helping please get in touch – 

we don’t get vast numbers of calls, but sharing this 

workload will make it much more manageable and 

enjoyable! 

Gareth Harris 

 

People engagement – walks & talks 

 
WBG has had a busy year with members delivering 
more walks and talks than ever before. In no 
particular order, bat group members delivered the 
following events. Its an impressive list, so well done 
to all concerned and thank you for spreading the bat 
conservation message is such a positive way.  
 
The year began with a walk and talk for Amesbury 
Girls Brigade in April (Chloe Delgery and Gareth 
Harris) and then with a talk and emergence survey at 
Braeside Education Centre, Devizes for Tilshead 
Primary school in May (Chloe and Gareth).  
 

Events were then delivered for; 

• Melksham Library, a talk for the National Family 

Learning Festival in October half term) 

• 10th Chippenham Air Scouts (GH) 

• Kempsford Brownies (Fran Tattersall) 

• Talk for Castlemead Primary School, Trowbridge 

(Mike Chislett) 

• Talk and activities for Year 3 pupils at Staverton 

Primary School (Jenny Bennett, September) 

• Bat walk for Jemma Batten at Rockley, 

Marlborough (Sarah Jupp); 

Sarah shares her experiences; I gave a short talk and 

bat walk using duet bat detectors to about 15 adults 

and children on 15 September in the grounds of the 

Georgian Manor house. The talk briefly covered the 

number of species in Britain, their general 

distribution, diet, annual activity, roost sites and use 

of echo-location to safely and efficiently move around 

varied environments of buildings, caves, trees, scrub, 

grassland and wetlands. There was a brief reference 

to the fossil record, other species across the world 

and anecdotes from radio tracking and bat box 

checks. Thanks to Dr Jemma Batten of Black Sheep 

Countryside Management for organising the event 

and helping to lead the walk. (SJ). 

• Talk for Sherston Brownies (Sarah Jupp) 

My second talk was to a very enthusiastic group of 

the 1St Sherston Brownies organised by Kirsty Bridge 

on 4 October from 1730. They were brilliant at joining 

in to be a bat wing, comparing the weights of a bag 

of sugar to a match box to show some differences in 

bats around the world and having lots of very 

interesting and enquiring questions. The talk briefly 

covered the species in Britain, their diet, annual 

activity and the various places bat use to roost. (SJ) 

• All Angels WI, Kington St Michael, Chippenham 

(Mike Chislett) 

• Crudwell Beavers (Richard Dodd) 

• Wilton Windmill advice (Ali Rasey) 

• Devizes cub scouts (walk/ talk) (Ali Rasey) 

• Bat walk at Avebury (for Jemma Batten) (Ali 

Rasey) 

• Guided walk for the Pewsey Downs farmer 

group at All Cannings along the K&A Canal, with 

Lisa Wade and Simon Smart (GH).  

• GH and Hazel Stacey also delivered two events 

for Help4Heroes at Tedworth House, which 

always results in a warm welcome and extreme 

hilarity!  

For a small group this is an impressive list of events 

and, of course, folk are already being booked for 

events later in 2018! We always need more helpers 

and these are surprisingly good fun, so please offer to 

help with events or offer to lead them occasionally 

too. This is also a good source of donations for the 

group.  Don’t forget that the group has a bank of 

detectors and FSC guides to support walks and talks.  

Thanks everyone for all efforts in 2017! (GH). 

 

Bat Group detectors 

A reminder that The Group has a bank of 8 Magenta 

heterodyne detectors and Field Studies Council ID 

guides to be loaned out to group members for guided 

walks and events. To book them or enquire please 



speak to me. They are stored and maintained by GH 

in Devizes so it would greatly help if you could 

arrnage collection and drop-off to/from Devizes, 

doing so in a timely manner because they are often in 

demand for a range of events. 

Gareth Harris 

Partners and Funders 

Wiltshire Bat Group continues to be supported by a 

number of organisations across the county. 

The Forestry Commission, supporting projects in The 

Savernake, Collingbourne Wood, West Wood, the 

Braydon Forest and Grovely Wood, continues to be 

mega supportive. Our thanks to Tom Blythe and Colin 

Elford. 

Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre, 

supporting our projects by promoting the group, 

helping us to promote recording projects, and 

assisting with the collection and management of 

data. Most importantly, WSBRC supported the 

production of Mammals in Wiltshire, 2nd Edition in 

March 2017.  

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, provision of reserves data 

and access for monitoring projects, hosting meetings 

and training events, particularly in relation to the 

Trowbridge Bechstein’s studies as well as a small 

grant in relation to bat studies in the Braydon Forest. 

Cotswold Water Park Trust, provision of reserve’s 

data, and providing access for monitoring projects. 

Bat Conservation Trust – loan of specialist bat survey 

equipment in 2014-2017 for the survey of rare 

woodland bats. 

And a considerable number of private landowners 

across Wiltshire who host various surveys and 

monitoring projects and who routinely provide access 

and a warm welcome. They are too numerous to list 

in full but in 2017 they included the reserve team at 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Jonathan Thomson (Underhill 

Wood), Bentley Wood Charitable Trust  and 

Tedworth House (Help4Heroes).  

Gareth Harris 

 

 

And finally…….Newsletter & social media 

contributions  

Please find us on Facebook and Twitter and Like, 

share, re-tweet and most importantly, 

contribute! Please also check out the new 

website, a shared forum for the bat group and 

mammal group in Wiltshire, a.k.a the Wiltshire 

Mammal Forum.  

Contributions to the newsletter are always 

welcome – we will email the group each autumn 

to ask for contributions.  

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/mammals-in-wiltshire/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/


Wiltshire Bat Group – Project Leader Contacts 

  

Updated January 2018 

Wiltshire Bat Group Project leaders and email contact details 

Savernake forest and Marlborough Tunnel  Lisa Wade  lisawade36@gmail.com 

Stone Mine Autumn swarming surveys  
Dani Linton daniellemlinton@gmail.com 

James Shipman  jamesandrewshipman@hotmail.co.uk  

Langford Lakes (box checks)  Ben Mitchell  benmitchell@gmail.com  

Swindon Parks (box checks)  Charlotte Bell  charlottebell6@googlemail.com  

Cotswold Water Park (box checks)  Will Ponting  willponting@outlook.com  

The Moot, Downton and surrounds  Jan Freeborn  janfreeborn@hotmail.co.uk  

Standlynch Farm Downton/ The Deverills  Jenny Bennett  jennywalkabout@msn.com  

Collingbourne Wood & West Woods  Chloe Delgery  cccd79@yahoo.co.uk  

Underground Winter Surveys (Bath & Bradford-on-

Avon) 
Fiona Mathews  f.mathews@exeter.ac.uk  

Wiltshire Bechstein’s / Barbastelle Project  Gareth Harris  gharris_doh@hotmail.com  

Green Lane and Biss Wood WWT Bechstein’s bat 

studies 

Keith Cohen  bats@keithcohen.co.uk  

Lis Weidt  lisweidt@yahoo.co.uk  

   

General Contacts  

The Chair  Laura Mullholland  wiltsbg@gmail.com  

Secretary Jenny Bennett wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Treasurer and Membership  Will Ponting  wiltsbgmembership@gmail.com  

County Recorder for Bats  Gareth Harris  wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com 

Bat Care Coordinator  VACANT  -  

Social Media/Press Officer  VACANT  wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Bat Group detector loan Various wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Bat Group pop-up banner loan Various wiltsbg@gmail.com 

 

 


