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Welcome to the spring 2018 edition of the 

Wiltshire Mammal Group newsletter where 

we update you on activities in 2017 as well 

as some plans for 2018.  

A huge thank you to all who have supported 

the group in 2017 and shared their mammal 

records. 

Notes from the Chair 

Ben Williams 

2017 has been an exciting one and saw the 

publication of the much-anticipated Wiltshire 

mammal atlas, Mammals in Wiltshire 2nd Edition.  

I would like to thank all those who contributed, 

ranging from those submitting data to writing 

species accounts.  Special thanks must go to 

Gareth and Purgle for all their hard work to get 

this completed.  If you have not already done so I 

strongly recommend a look. It can be found on 

our website (Mammals in Wiltshire_2nd 

edition_ver 1.0) and is free to download; 

however, we would be extremely grateful for any 

donation to help cover the costs of its production 

and enable us to produce further editions. 

We have also merged our website with the 

Wiltshire Bat Group to create the Wiltshire 

Mammal Portal - a one stop shop for all things 

mammal related in Wiltshire - 

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com. Please 

do check it out if you have not already done so.  

Our Facebook Group continues to grow with new 

members and many interesting posts - please use 

this to share photos and stories about mammals, 

ask questions and post relevant news articles.  

The more the group is used the more of a 

community we will become. 

As a busy group of volunteers we are always on 

the lookout for more help.  Do you have some 

spare time and feel able to contribute?  Why not 

consider joining the WMG committee - there are 

a couple of openings for interested people.  We 

are particularly keen to hear from people who 

would be willing to act as events coordinator, a 

new role to organise events, talks and walks.  This 

is a very exciting opportunity and would be 

central to the group.  If you feel unable to 

commit to this role but feel able to organise one 

event e.g. talk or training etc. then we would still 

love to hear from you! 

Let's get outside, go for a walk, record some 

mammals, submit the data and maybe even 

make some friends along the way! My challenge 

to everyone: see if you can submit more 

mammal records this year than you did last year.  

Why not set yourself the target of recording as 

many different mammal species as you can in 

Wiltshire this year? 

Lastly, but certainly not least, I am sure you would 

all like to join me in thanking Grace Elwood for all 

her support of the WMG committee as group 

secretary; Grace has moved to London to pursue 

a new career after completing her university 

studies - we wish her great success with the new 

job and hope to see her back in Wiltshire soon!   

New website! 

Check out the NEW Wiltshire Mammal Portal: 

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com and the 

WMG Facebook group (search for us on 

Facebook).  

Mammals in Wiltshire (2nd 

Edition) 

Gareth Harris 

We reported in the last newsletter that the atlas 

had been completed and published……. 

entitled, Mammals in Wiltshire, 2nd Edition.  

The new atlas can be downloaded here, free of 

charge. Mammals in Wiltshire_2nd edition_ver 1.0 

The intention has been to produce a freely-

accessible web-based document to ensure the 
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information is widely available, not least to the 

many recorders and organisations contributing to 

its production. Furthermore, such a document 

can be easily updated in the near future as new 

survey findings and data are added. The version 

number and future additions will be listed in the 

introductory pages of the document.

 

This publication has been supported by Wiltshire 

Natural History Publications Trust, whose grant 

supported the map production and data 

management by WSBRC. Huge thanks are 

extended to the many other contributors, 

including those writing species accounts, 

capturing data, surveying and submitting records 

and to Dr. Fiona Mathews and Dr. Patrick Dillon 

for providing their insights for the foreword. 

There has been a huge effort since 2013 to 

deliver this work. To assist with more of this work 

by Wiltshire Mammal Group, Wiltshire Bat Group 

and WSBRC, we’d be grateful if you could make 

a donation using this link. Wiltshire Wildlife Trust are 

kindly hosting this donation page and all funding 

will be administered by WSBRC to support future 

atlas projects as well as bat group and mammal 

group projects. 

Make a donation - Suggested donation – £10 for 

individuals, £25 for ecological consultancies and 

other organisations. 

It is hoped that this atlas will help to promote the 

importance of the county, its habitats and 

mammal species, to a wider audience, 

promoting the importance of safeguarding 

important sites for mammals, now and in the 

future, to local planning authorities, statutory 

bodies such as Natural England and Environment 

Agency, as well as nature reserve managers 

across the county. This includes those sites where 

mammals are the feature of interest for 

designated sites, for example the bat species 

listed on the Special Areas of Conservation at 

Bath & Bradford-on-Avon and Chilmark Quarries, 

and Dormice included as features of the 

Savernake Forest SSSI. 

Wiltshire is an incredible county supporting 

significant numbers of many of the UK’s species 

of conservation, ranging from recovering 

populations of Otters and Polecat, to Brown Hare, 

Water vole, Harvest Mice and Hedgehog. The 

county also supports nationally and 

internationally-important sites for bats (such as 

the SACs mentioned above). Furthermore, recent 

surveys are highlighting important populations of 

rare woodland bats such as Bechstein’s and 

Barbastelle bats. 

Help support your local mammal populations, 

whether by supporting the Hedgehogs in your 

garden, or supporting the survey work by the 

mammal group and bat group. 

The atlas project may be complete, but we still 

need to continue the survey and monitoring of 

mammals across Wiltshire – we will deliver 

updates to the atlas as we make new significant 

discoveries and advances in knowledge. Please 

keep submitting your records. 

Further information here. 

Happy reading! 

Notes from the county 

recorder 
The key achievement of 2017 is, of course, the 

publication of the atlas! (See above!).  

Of course, we’ve not finished! Within seconds of 

publishing any atlas it instantly goes out of date! 

So even before we finished it we were identifying 

the gaps in our knowledge and the necessary 

steps to begin addressing them. One such 

intriguing gap was for harvest mouse where a 

reduction in recording effort in recent years 

suggests either a contraction in range or a 

reduction in survey effort. During winter 2016-17 

and 2017-18 several folks across the county 

searched for harvest mouse nests on a range of 

sites successfully finding them in most places. 

More recently, during October and November 
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2017, WMG worked with Black Sheep Consulting 

to survey for harvest mice on four landholdings in 

south Wiltshire where WMG members and their 

friends successfully found nests in abundance on 

all sites surveyed. This was followed by a request 

from Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to survey Langford 

Lakes reserve, and specifically the area of new 

wet grassland; the reserve’s Wednesday 

volunteer team and Matt Calloway did a superb 

job, finding 22 nests in rushes, sweet grass and 

reeds.  

WMG’s coordination of further surveys for 

dormice in the county continues to yield great 

results. Dormice were confirmed in the Longleat 

Forest in recent years and the team leading the 

monitoring here recorded breeding this year and 

increasing use of the boxes. Dormice have also 

recently been re-confirmed at a woodland in 

central Wiltshire, where they were previously 

recorded in the 1990s, and box monitoring will be 

ongoing here. 

One of the less glamorous aspects of 

mammalogy is the recording of roadkill and 

carcasses. For some species this is an invaluable 

contribution to our knowledge and this is 

exemplified perfectly with the polecat. Each year 

the majority of records of this species are 

generated, unfortunately, from roadkill. We are 

keen to receive such records, especially where 

the record is accompanied with photos that 

enable us to (attempt to) confirm if the animal is 

a “pure” native polecat or a hybrid polecat-

ferret. Improved mammal recording in Wiltshire 

and greater awareness of the interest in polecats 

and roadkill records is enabling us to tentatively 

identify some areas of the county which seem to 

generate greater encounters with polecats, 

whether dead or alive. Two recorders in particular 

deserve mention here for they encounter more 

polecats (dead and alive) that anyone else in 

the county! (If you think you encounter more, 

please send in your records!). Mike d’Apice and 

Diane Lee have submitted some great records 

(with photos) from the area north of Salisbury 

over the past couple of years, including some 

incredible video footage by Diane of a polecat 

determinedly feeding on a roadkill hare at dawn! 

The footage is lengthy and stunning to watch!! 

Records submission has dropped markedly 

following the completion of the atlas (I’m guilty 

too!) so can I please encourage you all to record 

the mammals you see; with over 100 members if 

each member submitted a record every month 

we’d massively increase our recording effort. 

Conversely, a small group of people in the 

county are recording large numbers of mammals 

(and indeed other species) each year in Wiltshire, 

so particular thanks go to Sue Walker, Penny 

Theobold, Martin Buckland, Jasmine Walters  and 

others too (too many to mention them all!).  

As a final plea, can I also encourage you all to 

get involved. The group organises a number of 

opportunities each year, we have a great new 

website, a Facebook group; this is your group, so 

please contribute and get involved. And if you’re 

not sufficiently inspired to get involved, what 

could we do differently? We always need more 

people to help organise events, so if you think 

you could help, please get in touch. 

 

Harvest Mice in Wiltshire 

Gareth Harris 

The recently-published Mammals in Wiltshire, 

second edition, suggests that harvest mice 

appear to have undergone something of a 

decline or a contraction in range in Wiltshire in 

recent years. Of course, the considerably fewer 

records submitted post-1996 compared to pre-

1996 reflect a sharp decline in recording and 

survey effort.  

In autumn 2016 Group members began nest 

searching at locations across the county, as 

detailed in the previous newsletter, finding nests 

in a variety of locations and habitats. Success 

 

Harvest mouse nest in rushes, Langford Lakes 

WWT Reserve © G. Harris 



rates of searching was high. 

Nest searching was increased in autumn 2017 

with the organisation of four surveys on farmland 

in south Wiltshire (this part of the county is 

particularly under-recorded), supported by Simon 

Smart and Jemma Batten of Blacksheep 

Consulting who kindly organised access to four 

farms for surveys.  

The first of these surveys in October was on 

farmland in Coombe Bissett where 16 nests were 

found by 6 volunteers; the second survey was on 

farmland in Swallowcliffe and resulted in 22 nests 

also by 6 volunteers. The third survey, in 

November, in Broadchalke attracted the 

greatest number of volunteers (17) and offered 

the greatest extent of ideal habitat to survey, but 

resulted in only 9 nests. The fourth survey, in mid-

November, on land in Bishopstrow, resulted in 21 

nests found by 4 volunteers. 

Following this, the reserves team at Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust asked if a survey could be 

conducted of Langford Lakes reserve in south 

Wiltshire. A survey was duly undertaken 

supported by the reserve’s volunteer group, and 

resulted in 22 nests being found! We were finding 

plenty of nests so we kept searching until we 

beat the 21 nests found at Bishopstrow! 

The survey at Langford Lakes provided an 

interesting contrast to the four surveys 

undertaken previously. The four surveys on 

farmland targeted typically farmland habitats for 

harvest mice – field margins, buffer strips, base of 

hedgerows, beetle banks etc – within a largely 

arable landscape. Langford Lakes, however, 

comprise wetland habitats (wet grassland, 

ditches, lake edges) within the floodplain of the 

Wylye. Nests were found in very different 

circumstances including in coarse Juncus rushes 

and reeds within ditches, as well as rough 

grassland on the lake edges. It’s worth reiterating 

that the majority of nests were found in wet 

grassland which had been grazed and which will 

flood each winter. The importance of a well-

connected landscape for such species is clearly 

evident here – in order to survive the winter 

flooding, harvest mice and other small mammals 

need to be able to safely move around the 

landscape and seek winter refuges.  

Conclusions? Clearly, we can’t conclude too 

much from only five survey events, however, 

we’ve found harvest mice nests everywhere 

where we’ve looked for them. There are 

additional records arising too as those who have 

supported these surveys have continued looking 

for nests in their own time.  

One obvious bias that is arising here is that all the 

farmers who have hosted surveys, and of course, 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, are all wildlife-friendly land 

managers. The farmers are all in various agri-

environment schemes to support wildlife, whilst 

the Wildlife Trust obviously manage their land as 

nature reserves.  

However, in terms of assessing the county 

distribution of harvest mice, this project is 

progressing well! 

 

Small mammal trapping 

and harvest mouse nest 

searching – Ravensroost 

Wood & meadows 

Richard Murphy, a recent arrival at the Wild 

Connections project, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 

recently borrowed our Longworth traps, 

undertook some small mammal trapping and 

surveyed the reserve for harvest mice. The 

Longworth traps were set and baited 

beforehand. Great work! Here’s what he 

found…… 

I arrived on site early around 8.30 to be greeted 

by an eager volunteer ready for the days survey 

despite the dreary start! Others followed later, 

including some enthusiastic youngsters! After a 

quick cup of tea and briefing on what the day 

 

A still-green harvest mouse nest, Coombe Bissett   
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would entail, we were on our way to our first 

transect a short walk up the lane at Avis 

Meadow. 

Our plan was to look for evidence of Harvest 

mouse nests by looking in field margins for nests 

and looking in some previously set up Longworth 

traps over 5 different sites in varying habitats. 

Once we reached the meadow we started 

looking for nests, but it was clear we had a lively 

occupant in the first trap, so we searched for 

nests and emptied the traps as we moved 

through the grass sward. It was our 

first Bank Vole of the day...and 

more followed…3 more in fact, but 

sadly no Harvest Mice yet. 

Buoyed by the flurry of bank voles 

and the appearance of the 

sunshine, we were eager to get to 

our second transect by the ponds 

and we were not disappointed 

with our first two Wood Mice of the 

day. 

We moved on to the mature grass 

margin of Ravensroost meadow. 

Promising to be perfect habitat for 

a Harvest Mouse but sadly no nests 

found and all 8 traps empty for the 

3rd time of the weekend. 

Onwards into the wood and a 

change of habitat on transects 4 

and 5, both on the margins of 

younger and mature coppiced woodland, 

producing another 7 wood mice but we had to 

admit defeat in our quest for a Harvest Mouse 

that morning... 

I did another check in the afternoon but to no 

avail, the elusive Harvest Mouse or any nests were 

not to be found at Ravensroost this time. 

However, some great commitment and 

enthusiasm from the survey volunteers (who all 

had a go at emptying the traps and handling the 

mammals) allowed us to record 12 Wood Mice, 8 

Bank Voles and a Common Shrew over all four 

checks. Well done to all involved! 

Richard Murphy, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 

A Stoaty tale 

Staring in at the window was a stoat, or 

there was one, but it moved so fast 

along the window ledges it was hard to 

keep track.  It ran right along the length 

of the conservatory ledge, then jumped 

down to start circling the garden at 

super-fast speed – looking very much like 

a remote-control car, driving underneath 

shrubs and re-appearing elsewhere – an 

unpredictable circuit which we 

managed to capture on video.  We saw 

the stoat a couple of times in the garden 

after that and we marvelled that such a rarely 

seen creature would come so close to the house 

in full view …. little did we know… 

A month or so later we heard noises 

coming from the attic – and were 

convinced that we had a bird 

nesting in there.  We watched 

several times from the garden, but 

saw no birds entering or leaving - 

until we caught a glimpse of a stoat 

coming out from the guttering and 

scooting very quickly down the 

drain pipe. It was then seen several 

times going in and out and we 

realised that it must have a nest with 

young in our attic! 

The stoat moved so quickly it was 

difficult to spot it’s comings and 

goings and some weeks later we 

realised that the sounds and 

sightings had ceased.  Then whilst 

out walking we spotted a family of 

stoats with four little ones crossing 

the lane nearby our house.  

Since then we’ve had a visit or two, from a single 

stoat – which raced around the lawn and 

disappeared.  A large rabbit then appeared and 

was clearly scanning the shrubs, on hyper-alert, 

 

Nest searching at Ravensroost Meadows WWT Reserve  

 

Processing small mammals 



making several sudden jumps, with vertical take-

off – very strange behaviour but understandable 

when the stoat re-appeared and the two 

confronted each other. The rabbit went for the 

stoat, which had already moved and was 

circling, the rabbit jumped around to face it 

again and lunged forward – the stoat went flying 

down some steps – in the direction of a rabbit 

burrow and the two of them disappeared from 

view. 

We’ve since blocked up the hole under the 

guttering hoping that the stoats will find 

somewhere new to nest next year – but in this 

neighbourhood (with no neighbours at all) our 

spacious attic accommodation is probably hard 

to beat. 

Our garden is quite large in part cultivated and 

partly a bit of a wild area, with plenty of shrubs 

and trees.  We are mostly surrounded by arable 

land and attract visits from foxes and deer, a 

huge selection of birds including, goldfinches, 

greenfinches, thrushes, swallows, fieldfare, tawny 

owls, a beautiful collection of butterflies and 

occasional humming-bird hawk moths – all this 

and more – within ½ mile from the M4.  It’s 

marvellous how the wildlife thrives where it can if 

given a chance. 

Honor & Paul, nr Chippenham 

Paul contacted the mammal group earlier this 

year to seek advice on sharing a home with a 

family of stoats. We’re pleased to see a 

successful outcome, and as Paul says, it’s great 

to see our wildlife thriving with the support and 

tolerance of its neighbours! GH. 

 

WMG’s 5th Annual owl 

pellet analysis workshop 

WMG is presenting it’s 5th annual owl pellet 

workshop to be held at Lackham College, 

Chippenham on Sunday 21st January 2018 9am 

till 1pm.  

Thanks to a number of raptor workers in Wiltshire, 

particularly Major Nigel Lewis, Michael Groves 

and their colleagues, we’ve been able to 

analyse owl pellets from across Wiltshire, and in 

particular Salisbury Plain. In doing so, we’ve been 

able to generate some great information 

regarding the distribution of some of our lesser 

recorded small mammals, making a great 

contribution to the mammal atlas project.  

 

The workshop is ideal for beginners and as a 

refresher for those who have previous 

experience identifying small mammal remains 

from owl pellets.  

Refreshment will be available on the day. If you’d 

like to join in or would like further information, 

please contact Paul Wexler on 

paul.wexler@wiltshire.ac.uk.  

A plea to raptor workers: If you are interested in 

contributing owl pellet samples for these analyses 

(barn owl pellets generate the most data but 

pellets from other species add some variety!), 

please get in touch too. We are particularly 

interested in samples collected regularly from the 

same locations as these can yield changes in the 

small mammal assemblage over time. Please 

remember to record the bird species, a 6-figure 

grid reference and a date of collection for each 

sample, which ideally should include 10-20 fresh 

pellets. For further information, please contact 

Paul Wexler on paul.wexler@wiltshire.ac.uk.  

 

Development of Footprint 

Tracking Tubes to Detect 

the Hazel Dormouse  

I completed a BSc Ecology and Conservation 

Management degree, at University Centre 

Sparsholt, Hampshire in 2017.   

For my dissertation research, I wanted to explore 

the development of a method by which 

conservation groups could survey to determine the 

presence of dormice quickly, and at minimal cost.  

Having taken part in the National Hedgehog 

survey in 2015, it seemed feasible to try using a 
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similar footprint tracking method for the hazel 

dormouse, (Muscardinus avellanarius).  

The dormouse is an important indicator of a 

healthy and well managed woodland. It is 

considered rare (in the UK), although it is also fair to 

say that it is elusive, and may be somewhat under 

recorded.  The dormouse has particular 

requirements with regard to its habitat, and so a 

woodland which provides optimal nesting, feeding 

and breeding opportunities for a dormouse is also 

likely to support a host of other wildlife. 

Natural dormice nests are difficult to find, but 

dormice will use artificial nesting boxes especially 

provided for them, and this enables the National 

Dormouse Monitoring Programme (NDMP) to 

monitor their numbers.  The problem with this is that 

a monthly survey is time consuming, and, if 

dormice are known to be present, needs a Natural 

England licence holder present. 

I presented my dissertation proposal to a number 

of sponsors and received positive sponsorship from 

several organisations, including The Mammal 

Society, Dorset Mammal Group, Meridian Foods, 

and Perdix Wildlife Solutions.  I was given permission 

to conduct my research at RSPB Garston 

Wood; West Woodyates Farm, and 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Oyster’s Coppice.  

Data regarding dormouse records at two 

of the sites was kindly provided by the 

People’s Trust for Endangered Species. 

The first tubes were constructed from two 

nesting tube outers joined as a tube, 

which contained a sliding tray which had 

a jam jar lid positioned centrally to take the bait of 

Meridian hazelnut butter. A Perdix ink card was 

placed on either side of the lid. The whole thing 

was tied to a suitable branch with cable ties, 

(Figure 1).  

The tubes were positioned in the second week of 

June – with 15 on each of the three sites. Tubes 

were baited with hazelnut butter, and checked on 

alternate days for two weeks to allow the 

mammals to find them.  The bait was detected 

between two and five days across the three sites.  

On the last week of June, the ink cards were 

added to the tubes, and these were then checked 

daily.  Prints were recorded on all sites from day 

one, but more importantly, dormouse footprints 

were recorded at all three sites, taking between 

one and four days to appear. Any consumed bait 

was replaced, and ink cards with prints were 

changed for new ones. Many tubes were 

damaged beyond repair, as the hazelnut butter 

proved irresistible to squirrels and badgers as well 

as the small mammals. 

The remaining tubes were collected in again on 

the 3rd July.  Due to the damage and losses the 

next stage was to redesign the tube to make it 

more robust.  

  

Despite the losses, the tubes were extremely 

effective in attracting small mammals to the bait, 

and thereby leaving their footprints. Prints were 

recorded on 61 occasions at Oyster’s Coppice, 

38 occasions at West Woodyates, and 49 

occasions at Garston Wood, an occasion being 

a 24 hour period. As there are two tracking cards 

per tube (one either side of the bait), this totalled 

over 200 sets of prints which required 

identification, (Figure 2). Mills, Godley and 

Hodgson, (2016), found it was possible to identify 

dormouse footprints even when there were 

others present, due to the distinctiveness of the 

footprint. With the help of Dr Sky Alibhai from 

Wildtrack Ltd, and their Footprint Identification 

Technique [FIT] software, it was possible to 

 

Figure 1. Mark I Tube at Oysters Coppice 

 

Figure 2. A Selection of Ink Cards with various Footprints 



confirm that footprints identified by eye were 

dormouse footprints. 

The Mark II tube was developed with the sole 

purpose of 

defeating the 

squirrels. It was 

constructed 

from square 

downpipe, with 

a section of 2” 

x 1” wood held 

in place with 

one side screw, 

on which the 

bait lid and ink 

cards were 

attached, 

(Figure 3). 

Survey 2 took place at the end of August, and 

because of the logistics of surveying three sites, 

and further potential damage by squirrels, it was 

restricted to Garston and Woodyates, with eight 

tubes at each. The tubes were detected by small 

mammals between one and four days, on 41 

occasions at Garston, and 30 at Woodyates.  

Most importantly, the tubes 

were not damaged or 

destroyed, other than minor 

dislodgement of the cards 

on day 1, which was 

resolved by an additional 

elastic band!  Positive 

dormouse prints were 

detected within three days 

at both sites. An example of 

a dormouse footprint is 

shown in Figure 4.  

After the August survey I compiled and analysed 

the data and wrote up the study for my 

dissertation. The results indicate that 

the study was a success in that 

dormice were detected using the 

footprint tracking method.  It was 

relatively quick, especially when 

compared with the usual survey 

method using nest tubes or boxes, 

which may also return a false negative. 

RSPB Garston Wood was regarded as 

the control site, as dormice are 

regularly recorded there under the 

NDMP, and so it was not surprising to 

obtain positive prints from there. 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Oysters Coppice is 

also monitored under the NDMP, but 

dormice had not been recorded there 

since 2013.  I help with the monitoring there, and 

was very pleased to record positive dormouse 

footprints quickly.  As luck would have it, we then 

found two lovely dormice in one of our boxes in 

the autumn, (Figure 5).  I have a Natural England 

licence to handle the dormice, which is just as 

well with two lively ones to weigh! 

If just one tracking ink card produces an 

identifiable dormouse footprint, then the method 

has the potential to be a quick and relatively 

inexpensive tool for determining the presence of 

dormice.  The next stage would be to explore the 

method in more detail – as is often the case in 

research, one question leads to another!  To that 

end, I am continuing my research via a Master’s 

by Research Science degree with the University 

of Portsmouth, and will be running a series of 

surveys from April.   

I am extremely grateful for the support and 

encouragement I have received from all my 

sponsors, and for the support and advice from 

my tutors at University Centre Sparsholt. 

Annette Middleton-Burke, BSc (Hons) Ecology and 

Conservation Management 

wardour@btinternet.com 
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Figure 3. Mark II Tube at RSPB Garston Wood 

 

Figure 4. Distinctive Dormouse 

Footprint 

 

Figure 5. Dormouse at Oysters 

Coppice 
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Suppliers 

Hazelnut butter:  www.meridianfoods.co.uk 

Nesting tube outers: www.nhbs.com 

Tracking cards:   

www.perdixwildlifesupplies.co.uk 

 

Wiltshire Hedgehog Project 

2017 Update – Lackham 

College  

During the spring of 2017 students of the 

Animal Management course at Wiltshire 

College, Lackham, were tasked with 

carrying out a Hedgehog survey, using 

guidance from Peoples Trust for Endangered 

Species (PTES) Hedgehog survey 

methodology guidance and Hedgehog 

Street, national citizen science projects. The 

survey introduced students to the work of 

WMG and has supported the current push 

for improved recording in the county. The 

students’ lectures during this time were 

focussing upon endangered Mammals in the 

UK, with the Hedgehog being a clear and 

relatively easy target species to contribute 

survey data towards. Students taking part in 

the project have helped increase the 

available data for hedgehogs in the county 

and will hopefully continue to act as future 

mammal recorders in the county. 

With increased concern of the rapid decline 

of the Hedgehog in relation to pressures of 

the ever-changing environment, continual 

efforts to monitor current population and 

distributions is ever more crucial. Pressures 

range from the intensification of farming, the 

increasing use of agricultural pesticides, to 

widespread use of pesticides in gardens, loss 

of urban green spaces and increasing traffic 

and infrastructure further fragmenting the 

landscape and reducing foraging 

opportunities.  

Fifty-two students participated in the study, 

each taking home a WMG Hedgehog tunnel 

and the necessary materials to identify 

Hedgehog footprints in a bid to identify 

presence or absence in their gardens. The 

study was carried out at 46 Wiltshire 

postcodes and six in surrounding counties. 

The methodology requires placement of 

Hedgehog tunnels along a linear feature in 

each garden and baiting each tunnel with 

cat food. The required monitoring length was 

for one week and was carried out in April 

2017 to coincide with emergence from 

hibernation. April was chosen in a bid to 

maximise data opportunity and students 

were made aware of how times of year can 

affect success when surveying wildlife.  

The results provided 18 new records of 

presence for Hedgehog.  A range of other 

small mammals were also noted such as 

mice or voles, but clear identification for 

these was not easy. Students also considered 

possible variables to justify any absence 

results and rationalised that isolated gardens 

fragmented from a broader environment, 

traffic, lighting, molluscicides and domestic 

pets might all have an impact.  

The data has since been inputted onto the 

PTES national database and the Hedgehog 

Street Project map, as well as being made 

available to the Wiltshire and Swindon 

Biological Record Centre (WSBRC) database 

accordingly.  

The overall project has provided new data 

for Hedgehogs in some urban and rural sites 

in Wiltshire. From a Wiltshire College 

perspective this project has also provided a 

real-world opportunity for young people; to 

not just be actively involved, but to learn 

more about the plight of the Hedgehog and 

open their eyes to the great diversity of 

mammals and the value to wildlife of garden 

settings. 

A thank you to WMG Wiltshire Hedgehog 

Project for providing the vast majority of the 

Hedgehog tunnels for the study. Students will 

repeat the study again in the Spring 2018 in a 

bid to continue to map the presence of the 

“nations best loved animal” in Wiltshire.  

Adam Harper, Lecturer, Lackham College 

http://www.meridianfoods.co.uk/
http://www.nhbs.com/
http://www.perdixwildlifesupplies.co.uk/


North Wraxall Dormouse 

box checking 2017 

Kip D’Aucourt   

The WMG first put 50 boxes up in the wood back 

in 2008. There had been historic records of 

dormice and the habitat was suitable, so we 

have checked them monthly from Spring to 

Autumn ever since. There appear to be low 

numbers of dormice still in the wood, though we 

have not seen evidence of them breeding since 

August 2011 when we saw a female with five 

babies in 

one of 

the 

boxes. 

 

These 

days box 

36 seems 

to be the 

lucky 

number: 

dormice 

have 

used that 

one for 

four 

years in 

successio

n. I don’t know what is so special about that box 

as it looks much like all the others, strapped to a 

hazel in the middle of the wood, but they 

obviously favour it! In April we had a torpid little 

male of 19g which we fur-clipped to see if he 

returned later. However, in July there was an 

unclipped female weighing 18g in the nest.  

There were five sightings of yellow-necked mice 

(that’s the same number as last year) and two of 

wood mice (there were four last year). The 

yellow-necked mice are usually quite large and 

feisty, and often escape before we’ve managed 

to check them out as we don’t enjoy being 

bitten by them! However, we did weigh a 38.5g 

female and a 37g male that were together in 

one box, so we may well have to contend with 

more of them next year! 

The boxes are mainly used by birds for nesting. 

This season there were 14 nests of blue tits, great 

tits and one willow tit with eggs, of which at least 

eight nests subsequently had some live chicks. 

There seemed to be more success with chicks this 

year than last, though fewer nests were built.  

This year there was more buzzing than usual 

coming from the boxes with five of them 

containing bees, bumblebees or wasps at one 

time or another – best avoided not wishing to 

annoy them and be stung. 

Our group of about a dozen regular volunteers 

includes four licencees and there are usually 

about six of us attending a check. Others are on 

the list but often cannot make it. It is a shame 

that few dormice are seen and so there are not 

many opportunities to handle these charming, 

gentle creatures. 

 

DORMOUSE UTOPIA AT 

NOCKATTS COPPICE 

Louisa Kilgallen  

Nockatt’s coppice is full of surprises. When ranger 

James Monk was first asked about the chances 

of getting dormice at Centre Parcs, he was 

doubtful. But in 2014 the Mammal Group 

persuaded him to keep an open mind as a small 

group of members attached 50 dormouse tubes 

to branches of hazel, oak, holly, yew and 

rhododendron. By the end of that year we had 

our first record, a mother and juvenile. They were 

breeding! 

The coppice is 8 hectares of former conifer 

plantation which was secured as mitigation for 

the Centre Parcs holiday village when it received 

planning permission in 1991. Nowadays the site 

displays an extraordinary range of habitats for its 

size which James manages to maximise 

© Claire Neale 

© Jason Trevorrow  

 



conservation benefits, paying particular attention 

to the needs of dormice. Well established hazel 

coppice and oak woodland provide autumn 

nuts, spring and summer flowers and the 

honeysuckle bark that dormice use to form their 

woven nests. Wide rides of knee high bramble, 

honeysuckle and coarse grasses provide berries 

and invertebrates, a rich source of summer food 

to fatten the babies. In May the whole site is 

submerged in a spectacular, shimmering display 

of bluebells. I don’t know whether the flowers 

make a tasty snack but there can’t be a better 

view to greet dormice as they waken out of their 

extended hibernation.  

 

One of Nockatt’s Coppice’ dormice 

After another few nests were recorded in 2015, 

the Mammal Group decided it was worth 

replacing the deteriorating nest tubes with studier 

dormouse boxes and now the project contributes 

its records annually to the National Dormouse 

Monitoring Project. The boxes are checked every 

month from April to October by a small group of 

ladies…and James…who arrives on his 

motorbike! While the numbers of dormice are 

generally low, 2017 was a particular highlight with 

records of every life stage including 1 dead and 1 

torpid dormouse, a mother with 4 frisky juveniles 

and a mother with babies only days old (‘pinks’). 

One box held two males weighing 34 grams and 

a male weighing 16 grams: work that one out!  

It’s incredibly rewarding to have these results in 

the fourth year of recording and it’s reassuring to 

know the population is secure under Centre 

Parcs management. The project means there is a 

thriving population of this secretive species within 

the extensive Longleat Forest where no previous 

records existed. How much more of this area 

might they be hiding in? 

 

Partners & funders 

Wiltshire Mammal Group enjoys the support of a 

number of organisations across the county. 

The Forestry Commission, supporting projects in 

The Savernake, Collingbourne Wood, West 

Wood, the Braydon Forest, Grovely Wood and 

the Harewarren, continue to be mega 

supportive. Our thanks to Tom Blythe and Colin 

Elford. 

Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre, 

supporting our projects by promoting the group, 

helping us to promote recording projects, and 

assisting with the collection and management of 

data. 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, provision of access for 

monitoring projects, hosting meetings and 

training events. 

Simon Smart & Jemma Batten, Black Sheep 

Consulting, who supported the harvest mouse 

surveys in 2017 as well as so much more! 

Jonathan Thomson (Underhill Wood) for 

supporting ongoing studies of small mammals 

and bats (and much much more!) 

James Monk (Longleat Centerparcs) for 

supporting the ongoing dormouse studies 

Our thanks also to a considerable number of 

private landowners across Wiltshire who host 

various surveys and monitoring projects and who 

routinely provide access and a warm welcome.  

Equipment to borrow! 

Don’t forget the group has a range of equipment 

available to loan out free of charge to our 

members including: 

Hedgehog tunnels 

The Wiltshire Hedgehog Project has footprint 

tunnels available to borrow in 2018, for anyone 

who wishes to carry out a hedgehog survey. 

Surveyors are also welcome to borrow a wildlife 

trail camera alongside a tunnel; this is a great 

way to capture visitors to the tunnel on film and 

help identify any footprints. 

Please find more details at our project 

webpage https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.co

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwiltshiremammals.wordpress.com%2Fwiltshire-mammal-group%2Fprojects%2Fthe-wiltshire-hedgehog-project%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb3f4797a003843febf1008d5569e26aa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636510159602520100&sdata=ArWs4HzftBbqu9O%2F2MDaakbpGiFMJ30BrOj0hmzNeWE%3D&reserved=0


m/wiltshire-mammal-group/projects/the-wiltshire-

hedgehog-project/ and contact Jasmine at 

jwalters3192@gmail.com if you are interested." 

Spypoint Trail Camera 

Find out what mammals are living in your local 

area! Any members who wish to borrow our 

WMG trail camera would be most welcome, 

contact Jasmine at jwalters3192@gmail.com to 

arrange.  

We ask for a £100 deposit, this will be returned to 

you so long as loss/damage to the camera does 

not occur.  This can be by cheque that we will 

not cash unless loss/damage occurs. 

If there is any other equipment that you would 

like to use or think the group should purchase 

then let us know and we will look into the 

feasibility of it.   

Dormouse monitoring 2018 

Gareth Harris  

Since the last newsletter, a number of 

consultancies and other friends of the mammal 

group have continued to kindly donate their 

unwanted dormouse tubes which we’ve been 

cleaning up and deploying to new sites for survey 

across Wiltshire. Thank you everyone! 

As always there are several opportunities for 

members to participate in some of the monitoring 

work in 2018.  

Some monitoring projects in Wiltshire are run by 

existing volunteer groups with their own trainees, 

but the following schemes are open to 

involvement from WMG members and friends. If 

you’re not a WMG member already, we’d 

strongly encourage you to join, in order to help 

support these monitoring schemes. Paying 

members will be prioritised!  

Nockatt’s Coppice NDMP (Centerparcs, Longleat 

Estate, Warminster)  

Lead: Louisa Kilgallen 

louisa.kilgallen@wiltshire.gov.uk   

Savernake Forest NDMP (Marlborough)  

Lead: Mark Satinet mark.satinet@o2.co.uk. Please 

book and confirm.  

If you’d like to get involved in these schemes, 

please email the project lead using the email 

address above in order to find out the available 

survey dates. Bear in mind that schemes have 

varying numbers of survey dates and volunteers 

helping already (and that we are all volunteers 

doing this in our spare time).  If you’re keen to get 

involved, please email directly the project 

leaders listed above. 

If you are interested in setting up new schemes in 

the county, please let us know. We are always 

looking for keen, committed people to lead on 

new sites.  

Upcoming events 

5th Annual Owl Pellet workshop to be held at 

Lackham College, Chippenham on Sunday 

21st January 2018 9am till 1pm. For more 

details, see article above.  

Further information 

For further information regarding the group, 

membership and recording please email 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk. 
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