
 

 

Wiltshire Bat Group Meeting 10th May 2018 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Devizes 1900 – 2100 

 

These notes have been put together for the benefit of those members not able to attend, and to provide a record of 
the discussions. Any inaccuracies and omissions can be rectified at the next meeting. 

 

The meeting opened with a welcome from the Wiltshire Bat Group Chair Laura Mullholland (LM) to those attending. 

Sixteen members attended with apologies from a further ten.  

LM commenced the business of the meeting: 

Laura introduced herself to the meeting and the new members attending.  

Laura briefly summarised the WBG committee meeting held on the 4th May, updating the meeting on three key 
points. 

• It was suggested that an interim WBG Newsletter highlighting the upcoming season’s events be produced to 
give the wider membership an insight into field work being planned. Laura will email project leaders to 
prompt them for a quick summary. 

• BCT – Bats in Churches. The WBG have supported the BCT’s funding request to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
through a formal letter of support. 

• Batlinks – Wiltshire. Laura and the WBG Secretary Jenny Bennett (JB) are actively involved in the initial 
phases of this project, which covers a section of west Wiltshire. The Project is getting input from Bat Groups, 
NE, Councils and Consultancies. This is all about informing development based on sound environmental 
data, records, and research into mitigations. Further updates as they develop. 

Update from the Secretary Jenny Bennett 

Jenny reported that she had already received two requests for bat walks, one in Malmesbury, and the other in 
Salisbury, the rate of requests was expected to increase and that there was only a small group of members stepping 
up for walks and requests for public engagement. Please contact Jenny on wiltsbg@gmail.com if you are interested 
in getting involved, but Jenny will put any requests out the wider membership in her regular updates, please 
consider volunteering if there is one near you. The WBG has eight new detectors that can be borrowed. Email Gareth 
Harris (email address below). 

Jenny reminded everyone that the WBG policy was not to get directly involved in planning application, but that as 
the WBG does get a number of requests for help from the public each year she would put an information pack 
together that would provide tips and pointers, plus contacts for those directly involved in the planning process. The 
WBG will continue to maintain the ‘no involvement in specific planning issues’ policy, but would assist in pointing 
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people in the right direction. The committee considered this to be a reasonable stance and good for WBG public 
relations. 

Jenny also briefed the ongoing discussions between the WBG and Hansons, the owners of the Box mine complex. 
Although access is currently denied, a good relationship is being established and negotiations around access next 
winter to monitor the Greater Horseshoe bats will continue. 

Jenny mentioned contact she had had with a consultancy firm engaged to do some work adjacent to one of 
Wiltshire’s Lesser Horseshoe maternity roosts. 

General sticky - If members want to get involved in the projects (listed below) then the right process was to email the project 
leaders directly, introduce themselves and ask to go on the volunteers list to receive updates on events.  

Summarised Financial Statement from the Treasurer Will Ponting (WP) 

Full details are available on request. 

The Group account was formally audited by Nick Adams in March 2018.   

Details 

Balance in account on 1 March 2018 - £6,247.82 

Income from 1 March 2017 – 28 February 2018 - £1,658.50 

 Membership - £1,548.50 

 Other donation - £10.00 

 Wiltshire WT Grant (Ravensroost) - £100.00 

Expenditure from 1 March 2017- £962.50 

 Mine Engineering Safety Services - £800.00 

 Project consumables from WWT Grant – £62.25 

 Donation to BCT Batline appeal - £100.00 

Reserve - £1,413.35 

Working balance - £4,834.47 

There was an enquiry around the reserve and DNA services with Warwick University. WP stated that the reserve did 
include £200.00 for this purpose. 

The WBG committee has sent out general project funding principles to membership. Jenny reported no requests had 
been received. 

There was discussion on General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR). WP explained what the WBG had done and 
the approach taken. 

• All members (for which we have contact details) were sent an email and attachment outlining how the WBG 
stores and manages personal information in early May 2018. If members haven’t received this then please 
email wiltsbgmembership@gmail.com.  

• The WBG approach will be to assume everyone is content to have their email used to directly contact them, 
but can opt out by emailing either wiltsbgmembership@gmail.com, or wiltsbg@gmail.com. 

• The general information sheet that we send out to all people enquiring about the WBG has also been 
updated to make it clear that members joining are agreeing to us storing and using email addresses.  

• Email addresses are not shared with anyone outside the Membership Sec and WBG Secretary without 
express permission. 

• The information sheet also outlined the policy of project leaders maintaining their own volunteer lists. 
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Membership 

WP reported that there were 185 paid up members of the WBG. The Secretary has email contact information for 
165. 

General Group Updates 

There were no general comments or updates from the floor, so Laura wound up the main business of the night, 
noting that there were no formal votes to be taken.  

AOB 

There were a number of points noted 

• A significant Lesser Horseshoe roost at Tisbury recorded on NBMP.  

• Lackham College open day on 10th June 

• Follow-up visit to a Children’s nursery to provide general education after a bat was reported to the RSPCA. 

• Laura thanked the WWT for use of the Board room for the meeting 

 

After a short break and lots of cake, Laura introduced Gareth Harris Wiltshire County Recorder for Bats  

Barbastelle and Bechstein’s woodland bat Project in Wiltshire 

Gareth provided an insightful view of the distribution of Barbastelle and Bechstein’s bats across the county. 

Over the last ten years, starting with woodlands in the Braydon forest close to the Cotswold Water Park, systematic 
surveys have established presence particularly for Bechstein’s in these northern woods. 

Surveys have now expanded to include many of the major woodlands across the county, and an intriguing pattern of 
usage by Barbastelles and Bechstein’s is throwing up interesting questions about inter-related populations, splinter 
groups and habitat usage. 

Of particular interest was a male Bechstein’s bat recovered in a small woodland near Devizes that had been ringed in 
Box during swarming 12 years earlier. Surveys then uncovered a previously unknown population of Barbastelles 
several of which were radio tracked to a timber clad barn. Commuting and foraging routes were taking the bats up to 
the edge of Devizes but avoiding lit up areas. 

Opportunities to survey new woodlands in the south of the county, and privately owned woods with restricted 
access are ensuring that the potential to discover further populations of both these flagship species for Wiltshire will 
continue over the coming years. 

Gareth thanked the volunteers, Forestry Commission and landowners.    

Gareth is a long standing member of the Wiltshire Bat Group, and County Recorder for bats. 

Laura thanked Gareth for taking the time to share his findings with the group. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned (to the Pub). 



Don’t forget the WBG is on, Facebook, Twitter, and Wiltshire Mammal Portal 

The Next WBG meeting will be on 8th November 2018, the guest speaker will be Lisa Worledge from the BCT. 

 

Wiltshire Bat Group Project leaders and email contact details 

Savernake forest and Marlborough Tunnel Lisa Wade lisawade36@gmail.com 

Stone Mine Autumn swarming surveys James Shipman jamesandrewshipman@hotmail.co.uk 

Dani Linton daniellemlinton@gmail.com 

Langford Lakes (box checks) Ben Mitchell benmitchell@gmail.com 

Swindon Parks (box checks) Charlotte Bell charlottebell6@googlemail.com 

Cotswold Water Park (box checks) Will Ponting wwponting@gmail.com 

South Wiltshire the Moot and surrounds Jan Freeborn janfreeborn@hotmail.co.uk 

South Wiltshire – Downton/Deverills Jenny Bennett jennywalkabout@msn.com 

Collingbourne / West Woods Chloe Delgery cccd79@yahoo.co.uk 

Underground Winter Surveys Fiona Mathews f.mathews@sussex.ac.uk 

Wiltshire Bechstein’s /Barbastelle Project Gareth Harris gharris_doh@hotmail.com 

Green Lane and Biss Wood WWT Keith Cohen bats.keith.cohen@gmail.com 

Lis Weidt lisweidt@yahoo.co.uk 

General Contacts 

The Chair (media) Laura Mullholland wiltsbg@gmail.com 

WBG Secretary Jenny Bennett wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Treasurer and Membership Will Ponting wiltsbgmembership@gmail.com 

County Recorder for Bats Gareth Harris gharris_doh@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Hibernating Natterer’s bats Marlborough tunnel Feb 2018 


