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Its nearly spring, so it must be newsletter time! 

Thank you to all of the contributors – once again, 

2018 was an incredibly busy year. The newsletter 

gives a fascinating insight into the Group’s 

projects and activities, whether you’re a new 

member or indeed a long-time member. The 

breadth of work undertaken by the Group 

ensures it’s hard to keep up with it all 

sometimes!  

2018 was noteworthy for a number of reasons, 

not least for the county’s first Alcathoe bat, 

further data from the stone mines swarming 

work and further sites for Barbastelle bats. 2019 

is going to be another busy year – how will YOU 

support your local bat group! Please get 

involved! 

Notes from the Committee 

On behalf of the Wiltshire Bat Group Committee, 

welcome to the Spring 2019 Newsletter. 

We hope you enjoy reading through some of the 

things we’ve been up to over the last year to support 

bat conservation in the county.  We are really lucky to 

have such a diverse range of species in the county, we 

are even more lucky that we have such an enthusiastic 

membership willing to go out, sometimes all night to 

learn more and enrich our knowledge. 

I always feel inspired when I read about the projects 

and surveys, and the incredible amount of voluntary 

effort that you put in often over weekends when you 

could be down the pub, so thanks and well done.  

The newsletter doesn’t always touch on the things 

going on in the background, but please be assured that 

we are continually working to keep on top of national 

and county level issues that may impact bat 

conservation. We usually talk on these issues at our 

indoor meetings in November and May and the 

minutes of these meetings can be found in our tab on 

the Wiltshire Mammal Portal. 

If you were at the last November meeting you would 

have witnessed my slightly embarrassing but sincere 

comments on how proud I am of where the bat group 

is as an organization, and how we’ve moved forward. 

The key point is that we need to keep moving forward, 

while not losing the friendly informality and identity 

we have always had. I’m really pleased that new 

projects are starting up with new leaders coming 

forward to add to the opportunities for our members. 

Remember we can provide some limited funding to 

help start-ups. 

We’ve got over 180 members now, so each donation 

you give us really helps us through the year to support 

our projects, the winter surveys and occasional 

donations to national bat initiatives, without you we 

wouldn’t be able to be anywhere near effective as we 

are. Thank you again. 

We hope to see a load of you at the BCT South West 

Conference on the 16th March, be warned I’m going 

to want a group photo so please put on your best 

Barbours and Hunters.  Finally, you don’t need to wait 

until the Spring every year to read about what we do, 

we are on Facebook, Twitter and the Wiltshire 

Mammal Portal, please like, check us out. Here’s to 

another great year. 

Will Ponting, on behalf of the Wiltshire Bat Group 
Committee 

 



Old rings and recaptures, new sites and 

new species……. Alcathoe bat, a first for 

Wiltshire 

Notable capture events during the autumn 2018 

swarming studies at the Bath & Bradford-on-

Avon stone mines included:  

A1876, a male Brandt’s (Myotis brandtii) 

ringed in August 2010, not seen again until 

August 2018. Only 25 bats of this species were 

ringed between 2006 – 2011 and this is only 

the second recapture. Between 2006 – 2018 

there have been 151 Brandt’s bats recorded at 

four swarming sites (Box, Brown’s Folly, Sally’s 

Rift and Swan) compared to 712 Whiskered 

bats (M. mystacinus) caught at seven 

swarming sites (the four sites where Brandt’s 

also occur plus Bath Golf Course, Gripwood 

and Winsley). 

At Gripwood 17 Natterer’s (Myotis nattereri), 

2 Daubenton’s (Myotis daubentonii) and a 

Brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auritus) that were 

ringed between 2007 – 2012 were recaptured. Seven 

of the ringed Natterer’s had not been seen for 7 – 9 

years, the other ringed bats have now been caught 2 - 

6 times each and were last seen 1 – 5 years ago. These 

20 older bats were 10% of the 195 bats of these 

species caught at this small swarming site during 

autumn 2018.  

H6841, a male Bechstein’s (Myotis bechsteinii) ringed 

at Green Lane Wood, near Trowbridge, on 18/09/15 

was re-caught at Gripwood on 15/09/18. Multiple 

movements of ringed Bechstein’s have now been 

recorded between the Trowbridge bat box schemes 

and swarming surveys at Box, Gripwood, and Sally’s 

Rift.      

At Brown’s Folly in early September 4 Bechstein’s were 

recaptured (all from only 15 bats of this species ringed 

at this site between 2013 – 2015). On the same night 

H5482, a Barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus) ringed 

last year at Sally’s Rift was recaptured by the same 

person who ringed him at a different swarming site! 

 At Box U0362, a Bechstein’s was recaptured after a 

gap of eighteen years since being ringed back in 2000, 

Bechstein’s ringed in 2001 (U2686) and 2002 (U5628) 

were also caught again (last seen in 2017) as were 13 

other ringed Bechstein’s, 3 Natterer’s, 3 Daubenton’s 

and 2 Barbastelles all ringed between 2009 – 2016 and 

last seen 1 – 9 years ago with between 2 – 6 captures 

per bat. 

Greater horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) 

ringed or last captured 1 – 9 years ago at Box, Brown’s 

Folly, Gripwood, Moulton’s, Sally’s Rift and Winsley 

during hibernation were recaptured during swarming 

surveys at these sites during 2018, several between-

site ring movements were also recorded.  

 

Will’s Cave, Winsley (Photo Credit: Will Ponting). Is this 

now Hallowed Ground?? 

 

A record 41 Bechstein’s were caught at Box on 09/09/18 (Photo Credit: 

Angel Fernandez). 

 



Brown’s Folly had not been surveyed (for swarming) 

since 2015, and Moulton’s had not been surveyed (for 

swarming) since 2012.  

Winsley was first surveyed (for swarming) in 2017, the 

second swarming survey at Winsley took place on 

21/09/18 when the first bat caught, in a harp trap 

outside Will’s cave, has now been confirmed by DNA 

analysis (thankfully a dropping was eventually 

produced by this early bat) to be an Alcathoe bat 

(Myotis alcathoe) a new species for 

Wiltshire! She was a post-lactating 

adult female, with a 31.8mm 

forearm, weighing 5.4g. 

Dr Dani Linton 

  

 

Alcathoe bat (left) with whiskered bat (right) for comparison, swarming at Winsley 21/09/18. [Photo Credit: Camilla Mitchell] 

 

 

Alcathoe bat at Winsley Photo credit: Keith Cohen] 



The Savernake Project 

The Savernake Project year commenced once again 

with the hibernation checks at the disused railway 

tunnel, yielding 436 and 336 bats in January and 

February. Numbers remain high, surprising given the 

warm winter. (A shame we couldn’t do a visit in late 

March after the beast from the east!). 

This highlighted the need for a little maintenance work 

inside the tunnel, to replace some of the roosting 

features installed in the 1990s and 2000s since lost, 

and to install new features. Close liaison with the 

landowners was necessary; whilst we were working 

inside the tunnel, they were repairing the northern 

portal, damaged by vandals. We also closely liaised 

with local NE staff; Jenny and I drafted a non-

licensable method statement to support this work.  

Interesting to note how technology has advanced 

somewhat in 20 years; Steve and Eddie had to carry a 

small generator into the tunnel to power the drills to 

affix the planks and boxes. Today, multiple changes of 

Lithium ion batteries and a cordless drill (albeit one 

larger than your average home DIY drill) was more 

than adequate. Gaiger Bros, Devizes were 

commissioned to help with the new fixtures, whilst a 

large number of bat group members helped carry all 

of the boxes and features to the tunnel – thanks 

everyone – a walk of a good half a mile!  

Over 2 days in June, Ryan (from Gaiger Bros), Gareth 

and I installed over 40 new features, including repairs 

to a few features which had fallen off walls. And the 

north portal was fully repaired too. Interestingly no 

bats were encountered or seen in the tunnel during 

this time – several hours of drilling would have flushed 

anything out! 

For once, I can’t wait to check these features this 

winter! 

Box checks were undertaken in Savernake Forest on 

the 28th July & 2nd 

September. In July, 

we encountered 65 

Natterer’s and 2 

Soprano pips at the 

Bittam Pond 

scheme, whilst in 

September we 

encountered 54 

Natterer’s and 10 

Soprano pips (with 

multiple ring re-

traps from previous 

years and earlier in 

the year). No Barbs 

in the boxes this 

year. With this in 

mind, we are 

looking at 

increasing the 

frequency of checks 

and numbers of flat 

boxes to improve 

the encounter rate of Barbs here. 

Autumn swarming surveys at the tunnel were mixed 

this year; in mid-August, 2 Barbs, 1 brown long-eared, 

3 Daubenton’s, 1 Serotine. And the September visit 

was postponed due to rubbish weather! 

Sneaking in the hibernation counts from January 2019; 

492 bats were recorded in hibernation (474 Mnatt, 11 

Mdau, 2 Mmys, 1 small Myotis, 2 Myotis and 2 brown 

long-eared bats). (This is the second highest count for 

the tunnel ever with the highest count comprising 546 

bats and the third highest comprising 491 bats).  

 

Natterer’s bat in hibernation, Marlborough, Jan 2019 © Gareth Harris 



Thanks to all who supported this work in 2018! If 

you’re interested in getting involved, please email me 

on lisawade36@gmail.com.  

Lisa Wade (December 2018) 

 

Notes from the County Recorder 

Thank you to everyone who supports WBG projects and to 

the project leaders for coordinating so many projects.  

A quick reminder that as we near the end of the season, and 

the end of the calendar year, please submit your records.  

Records should be submitted directly to me, as county 

recorder, ideally using our template recording form (or a 

derivative of it) – Jenny recently circulated this template by 

email to the group but let me know if you need a copy.  

The advantages of using this template is that it ensures a 

swift and efficient input to the Group’s database and that it 

ensures 3 important items of information are collected too. 

One or more of these items are often omitted from bat 

records; these are the record type (e.g. detector record, 

droppings, in-the-hand etc), the survey type and the roost 

type. You would be surprised how often these items of 

information are missing from records and yet their inclusion 

makes the records infinitely more valuable.  

It’s also worth noting that I collate a large volume of records 

and check large numbers of sonograms for members each 

year, so you can greatly help me by submitting records in a 

format that allow me to efficiently collate and import them 

– allowing me more time for doing actual bat survey (not 

just living vicariously through everyone else’s!)  

A number of recorders in Wiltshire (and the rest of the SW) 

are using Living Record (livingrecord.net) to submit their bat 

records. 

For the consultants in the room, please also use the 

template recording form, as this ensures that all necessary 

information is collected. 

For those people submitting their records to iRecord, I’d 

really rather you didn’t as; it makes is harder for me to 

access these records, and records are typically submitted 

missing key items of information. But if you really must use 

iRecord please make sure you note the record type, survey 

type and roost type. 

I know many consultants are beginning to use the 

Consultants Portal via iRecord. Which is fine so long as you 

note the record type, survey type and roost type……… 

Or to word this another way, the higher the data quality, the 

more useful it is. For example, those of you who request 

data from LERCs and do desk studies, and who’ve 

experienced or received incomplete or vague bat records, 

please bear in mind that this reflects the data that has been 

submitted………we can all play a role in ensuring that good 

data is submitted……. 

Please also remember that records of certain species will 

require supporting evidence, especially detector records of 

Nathusius’ pipistrelle, Leisler’s, as well as other species 

when new to a 10km square. If I ask, don’t be offended. If I 

ask, please reply or I’ll decline to verify your records and 

won’t share them with the LERC. This is all part of a push at 

a national level to improve data quality and standards of 

verification. 

I am in the process of finalising a document that details 

what information should support records of each species. 

Highlights 2018 

Greater horseshoe 

A series of a new maternity roosts and roosts reported from 

across the county, notably a maternity roost in Westbury, a 

roost in Calne and perhaps most interesting, a roost in the 

New Forest……..this is likely linked to other sites in the New 

Forest and lower Avon Valley. 

Lesser horseshoe 

Again a “new” roost reported in Corsham, likely in use for 

many years but not reported since the early 2000s – 

reported now to be around 100 bats. Further work planned 

in 2019.  

A “new” roost also highlighted east of Trowbridge – the 

roost was originally highlighted by Katie Parsons (when one 

of her Mnatts went there in 2001) but no-one has been 

there since…….Katie reported it to be “dripping with 

horseshoes”! This hopefully links to another horseshoe 

roost known just up the road…….. 

Salisbury – a roost confirmed in a church in 

Salisbury…………….this likely links to maternity roosts in 

Wilton but certainly shows this species is likely more 

common in South Wilts than currently realised. 

Pete Gulliver has also found a new roost in a church south-

west of Devizes; great work! 

Bechstein’s bat 

Away from the swarming sites, the woodland bat project 

trapped males in a woodland near Monkton Farleigh and in 

Colerne Park Wood……………Lis Weidt is following up with 

further work in Colerne Park………… 

Box checks, trapping and radiotracking continued in 2018 

within the Trowbridge Woodlands with findings detailed 

below.  

Another 2 Bechstein’s bats were bycatch at Easterton 

during the Barbastelle work – this was the third Mbec 

trapped here and was too light to tag. We tried to catch 

mailto:lisawade36@gmail.com


another in July, but the nets filled up with 

Barbastelles…….next year perhaps…… 

Barbastelle bat 

Multiple new sites confirmed this year, including trapped 

bats at RSPB Franchises Lodge, Hazel Hill Wood, Monkton 

Farleigh and detector records at a further 5-6 sites. 

Two adult females were radiotracked from the maternity 

site in Easterton – both bats were foraging together on 

Salisbury Plain and originated from separate maternity 

groups. 

Alcathoe bat 

Dani Linton, Keith Cohen et al sent droppings away for DNA 

analyses, confirming Wiltshire’s first Alcathoe bat! Great 

work everyone! 

It’s worth noting that this is the second significant rarity 

trapped during swarming surveys in Wiltshire, following 

Jim’s Geoffroy’s bat in 2013.  

Leisler’s bat 

Multiple new records from across Wilts this year, however, 

only detector records. Not all of the records this year 

submitted to me have been confirmed, but a good number 

have been confirmed, following second opinions from 

experienced folk. These records relate to sites across the 

county, including Warminster, Trowbridge and Tidworth. 

There are a number of records for the Tidworth to 

Amesbury area now…….. 

Note that records cannot be accepted without supporting 

evidence, and it’s not always possible even then. (I’ll retain 

the records as unconfirmed).  

Those of you who have perused the new State of the UK’s 

Mammals Report, may have noted the limitation applied to 

Nlei – some parts of the UK have only poorly determined 

detector records for Nlei, including Wales. We therefore 

need to tighten up how we record and verify records of this 

species. We also need to confirm roosting sites of this 

species in the county, so any information which may help 

would be most welcome! 

Great Chalfield Manor, National Trust –  

Thank you to those of you (all 17!) who supported Ellie Frew 

and I with emergence surveys in June. We confirmed that 

the Rferr roost has grown (last surveyed in 2001?), that 

there’s a small Rhipp roost, a Paur roost and a few small pip 

roosts. The transect survey recorded multiple species 

including both horseshoes and foraging Barbastelles. 10 

species of bat were confirmed of which 6 species were 

confirmed roosting. Thank you to Robert Floyd for making 

us so welcome.  

Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust’s AgriBats project 

have just shared some static data with us, relating to studies 

of bats using different field margins. One of their study sites 

is in the Chalke Valley, Salisbury and they recorded greater 

horseshoe, lesser horseshoe and Barbastelle…… 

Farm Clusters –  

There are 6 farm clusters established in Wiltshire and I am 

engaged with 3 of these already promoting conservation 

effort for Barbastelle bats and other species too.  

Pewsey Downs (with Simon Smart) – habitat enhancements 

including hedgerow planting, plus pillbox conversion 

(targeting lesser horseshoe). Multiple Bbar records here.  

Chalke Valley (with Simon Smart) – survey and habitat 

enhancements planned in 2019 – Barbastelle is a likely 

priority here and ideal given its utilisation of landscapes. Bat 

walk delivered in spring 2018 and a foraging Barbastelle was 

recorded! 

Salisbury Plain (with Jemma Batten) – a bat walk in autumn 

2018 resulted in yet another Barb record and a series of very 

enthusiastic farmers, offering access for surveys……. 

Porton to Plain Project –  

There has long been an aspiration to re-connect the chalk 

grasslands of SPTA and Porton Down. Originally this was 

focussed upon birds and butterflies until we pointed out 

that species such as Noctule and Barbastelle move between 

these landscapes on a single night already! 

Bat surveys delivered for the A303 Stonehenge Bypass 

project in 2016-2017 by Atkins & Arup (with DW Ecology), 

including trapping and radiotracking, confirmed use of this 

landscape by a maternity group of Barbastelle bats, as well 

as expansive use by noctules and other species too. 

WBG is working with NE to feed in this bat information, 

ultimately to deliver landscape-scale habitat 

enhancements, not only for birds and butterflies, but for 

bats too.  

At the same time, the A303 project will be delivering 

mitigation and enhancements for Barbs and other bats too.  

And finally, one of the perks of being county recorder, and 

of publishing documents such as the recent Mammals in 

Wiltshire (2nd Edition) is oversight of Wiltshire’s bat data. 

Some species, despite being very rare/rare/uncommon, are 

extremely well-studied in Wiltshire (e.g. the horseshoe bats, 

Barbastelle and Bechstein’s bat) whilst some of our more 

common and supposedly widespread species are less well-

studied and in fact in some cases we have fewer records of 

common species than the rarer species! (e.g. Brandt’s bat).   

Recent and ongoing project work in the county has raised 

the baseline of what is considered to be “normal” bat work 

now to the point where we only want to do trapping 

surveys, swarming surveys and radiotracking! But we also 

need folks to look for roosts, check their local churches and 

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/mammals-in-wiltshire/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/mammals-in-wiltshire/


look for more common species too – it’s how you hone and 

refine your survey skills! So, a plea from me – check out your 

local villages, rivers, bridges and look for roosting sites; or 

consider annual counts of a local roost. You’ll be surprised 

what you learn……. 

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire Bat Group (December 2018) 

 

Habitat enhancements for bats with the 

Pewsey Downs Farmer Group 

Following the surveys by Gareth Harris 

during summer 2017, the Pewsey 

Downs Farmer Group have been busy 

implementing some of the habitat 

management which Gareth identified 

to improve habitat and connectivity 

for bats. Last winter this included two 

farmers planting hedgerows to link 

Second World War pill boxes to the 

Kennet & Avon Canal at Wootton Rivers 

and Stanton St Bernard. Fortunately, 

these seem to have survived the 

summer drought! The Group has also 

converted two Second World War pill 

boxes into hibernaculum at Horton 

and Stanton St Bernard with funding 

from the North Wessex Downs Landscape Trust 

(NWDLT) and support and advice from the Wiltshire 

Bat Group. 

Most recently, the Group has secured funding from 

Network Rail, as part of The Greater West Programme: 

Achieving No Net Loss, to plant and restore almost 

2km of hedgerow along a currently open and exposed 

section of the Kennet & Avon Canal near Alton Barnes 

to enhance it as a foraging corridor. The same project 

is also restoring 8 hectares of Plantation on Ancient 

Woodland Site (PAWS), which will include significant 

works to benefit bats. This includes thinning of the 

conifers, planting of native broad-leaved trees and 

shrubs, the creation of glades and ride enhancements, 

creation of both standing and fallen deadwood and 

veteranisation of selected trees to provide roosting 

opportunities for bats. Bat boxes will also be erected. 

To improve knowledge of bats within the woodland 

and to inform management, The Greater West 

Programme is also funding bat surveys including 

transects and static detectors. We will keep you 

posted with progress. 

Simon Smart, Black Sheep Consulting 

  

 

Pillbox, Kennet & Avon Canal, post-enhancement for bats, 

with new secure inspection door © Simon Smart 

 

  

Roosting features installed inside the enhanced pillboxes, including 

Kent Bat Boxes and bat bricks © Simon Smart 

 

Pillbox, Kennet & Avon Canal, prior to enhancement for 

bats © Simon Smart 



Making Powerful New Images Count in 

Bat Conservation 

Let me introduce myself to the Wiltshire Bat Group.  I’m a 

professional wildlife photographer, conservationist and 

author living in Wiltshire. I have spent most of my 

photography career 

working with 

conservation 

agencies, including 

Fauna and Flora 

International, the 

Blue Marine 

Foundation and 

several freshwater 

agencies.  I am best 

known for my work 

to support the 

creation of marine protected areas in Cambodia and the 

South Atlantic Ocean and for the last four years have been 

chairman of the British Society of Underwater 

Photographers.  You might rightly assume that my main 

expertise is in underwater photography.  So, if my job is 

diving in and documenting the underwater world, you might 

also wonder why I’m writing here. 

The answer is that my wildlife photography took an 

unexpected detour a few years ago and I became strongly 

connected to bats by happy accident.  While working on a 

two-year project to photograph freshwater fish in 

Hampshire chalk streams, I developed some useful remote-

control camera techniques to cope with shy subjects.  And 

at dusk one evening as I recovered my cameras from a 

Hampshire river, I noticed some small bats whizzing down 

the rivers at high speed, dipping their feet into the water 

occasionally to catch the same emerging insects that fish  

were feeding on.  The bats were of course Daubenton’s and, 

always on the lookout for an impressive new wildlife 

behaviour image, I thought it would be amazing if I could 

find a way to depict the hunting flightpath and behaviour of 

these fascinating creatures. 

I could never have imagined the scale of the challenge.  It 

included many days of wildlife and technical research, 

months designing, building and developing low light and 

infrared photography rigs and over a year for one hundred-

plus field trips.  The project was rightly constrained by a 

mandate not to disturb the Daubenton’s bats, which you 

will already know are protected by law.  My research and 

experiments concluded that the infrared spectrum in 

particular offered a photography option that was gentle to 

the bats, but with very exciting creative possibilities. 

Converting artistic vision into reality inevitably involves 

setbacks and it demanded relentless problem solving.  I 

almost gave up one night after standing waist deep in cold 

water with bats flying all round me for nearly five hours, but 

for no useful result.  Yet such defeats, carefully analysed, 

eventually paved the way to success.  And success came in 

spades when, after fourteen months, I started getting some 

powerful images.  I hope that at least some of you reading 

this will have already seen the infrared image of 

Daubenton’s bats hunting over water, a picture that won 

the 2018 British Wildlife Photography Awards.  It had been 

a lengthy heart-and-soul commitment to risk untried and 

often experimental infrared photography techniques in a 

long quest for a unique picture of bats hunting in the dark.  

 

Daubenton’s bats at Coate Water, Swindon; Echolocating in 

flight © Paul Colley 

 

 

Daubenton’s bats at Coate Water, Swindon. Intercepting an 

emerging insect. © Paul Colley 

 



It was heartening for me that the subsequent publicity 

proved excellent for the public profile of bats. 

The publicity gives leverage to steer back into my core 

business, which is trying to make more images count in 

conservation.  I re-contacted the Bat Conservation Trust, 

whose staff had been very helpful with advice during my 

project and discussed how such images might be used to 

further bat conservation.  And I know that some of you then 

saw my blog for the Trust, which offered my time free to bat 

conservation projects.  All I needed in return was access to 

bat expertise, locations and species that will allow me to 

keep developing these bat friendly photography techniques 

and producing more world class images that can attract 

people to bat conservation messages. 

I’m delighted to be already working with people in the 

Wiltshire Bat Group and hope that 2019 will be another 

good year to document more bat species.  Although I’m 

principally interested in depicting natural behaviour in the 

wild, I’m an accomplished event and portrait photographer 

too, so will seek to document many other aspects of bat 

conservation projects that will help tell your stories.  I have 

additional experience and capabilities for videography 

(including infrared) and enough expertise with multimedia 

to create powerful short audio/visual stories.  If you’re 

interested in working with me, please get in touch.  I cannot 

promise to work with everybody, but I will support what I 

can using the equipment and techniques that I have 

developed over the last two years.  

It’s been an uplifting and exciting diversion.  Although I will 

still pursue marine and freshwater photography, I have 

become fascinated with these amazing creatures called 

bats, think that they will be a mainstay of my work in the 

coming years and above all hope that I can help in their 

conservation. 

 

Paul Colley CB OBE ARPS, mpcolley@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

  

Daubenton’s bats at Coate Water, Swindon. The British Wildlife Photography Awards winning image: Contrails at Dawn. 
© Paul Colley 



The Devizes & Stert Valley Bechstein’s & 

Barbastelle Bat Project  

In May 2018, Wiltshire Bat Group members caught and 

applied radio-transmitting tags to two female Barbastelle 

bats as part of a long-term study of a breeding population 

using the Stert valley between Easterton and Potterne, 

located to the south of Devizes. These two bats were radio-

tracked for 8 nights and days to learn where they roost, 

where they forage and the routes they follow to move 

between those sites.  

Introduction 

The Barbastelle bat is one of the rarest bat species in 

Europe, with a very restricted range in the UK, limited to 

southern England and Wales but never abundant where it is 

found. Barbastelle bats, like all species of bat and their 

roosts are protected under The Conservation of Habitats 

and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and under the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); the 

Barbastelle is 

also listed on 

Annex II & IV 

of the EU 

Habitats 

Directive, and 

it is a priority 

species on the 

UK 

Biodiversity 

Action Plan, 

and listed on 

section 41 of 

the NERC Act 

2006. The 

Barbastelle is 

listed as 

Vulnerable on 

the Red List of 

the IUCN 

(2006) and 

was subject to dramatic population declines in Continental 

Europe during the 1950s-70s.  

Despite the protection, Barbastelle bats remain very poorly 

known and understood in the UK largely due to the 

challenges of studying them. Recent advances in 

technology, notably in the widespread use of static bat 

detectors deployed for many days and weeks, has enhanced 

recording of this species, but nonetheless, low numbers of 

maternity colonies are known in the UK. In Wiltshire, the 

Barbastelle bat has been subject to long-term studies since 

the early 2000s in the Savernake Forest area, but more 

recently in the Devizes and Stert Valley area since 2014.  

Barbastelle bats inhabit well-connected wooded 

landscapes, often roosting in mature woodlands, emerging 

to commute along major landscape features such as river 

corridors, tree-lines and hedgerows, to forage in high 

quality habitats. These foraging areas can often be some 

distance from their roosts, ranging from 4.5km to 12km, and 

may comprise pastures, open grassland, hedgerows and 

wetlands.  In the UK Barbastelle bats typically roost in large 

mature trees, particularly favouring oaks with deadwood, 

using flaking bark plates, splits and tight crevices; they are 

observed to switch roosts, sometimes daily, moving to 

alternative roost sites. Only rarely do Barbastelle bats seem 

to roost in buildings in the UK but will favour these roosts 

for long periods without switching. 

Devizes & The Stert Valley 

The Barbastelle colony in the Stert Valley was found 

somewhat by chance in 2014; routine trapping surveys for 

bats resulted in a suite of woodland species but included a 

lactating female Barbastelle bat. Additional acoustic surveys 

with static bat detectors confirmed high activity of the 

species at the trapping location, particularly at dusk 

(coinciding with the period when they would emerge from 

their roosts to forage). We returned in 2015 with the 

intention of trapping a series of Barbastelle bats to apply 

radio-transmitting tags to enable radiotracking; this would 

enable us to find roosting sites, their foraging areas and 

commuting routes. 

In 2015, 4 Barbastelle bats were tagged and radiotracked. In 

May an adult female was caught in Drews Pond Wood, 

Devizes and radiotracking highlighted she was roosting and 

foraging around the south, south-west and western 

periphery of Devizes, from Drews Pond Wood, over the 

 

The two radio-tagged female Barbastelle bats, May 2018 © Gareth Harris 



A360, Hartmoor Lane, the end 

of Hillworth Road and around 

Devizes Castle. This work is 

significant because of the 

degree of protection that 

Barbastelle bats receives and 

due to their light-averse 

behaviour – this will feed into 

development control processes 

in Devizes to guide built 

development in the town. They 

are one of four species of Annex 

II bat species found in Devizes, 

ensuring the development 

proposals are required to 

consider these species. 

In August 2015, a further 3 adult 

female Barbastelle bats were 

caught in the Stert Valley, close 

to Easterton Sands; radio-tags 

were applied, and these bats 

were radio-tracked for up to 10 

days and nights. Remarkably, 

these bats were all found to be 

roosting together in a maternity 

colony within a timber-clad 

building in Easterton Sands and 

roosted here for the duration of 

radiotracking. The maternity 

colony comprised up to 14 bats, 

including juveniles, suggesting a 

colony of 7-8 breeding females. 

Radiotracking indicated that 

these bats foraged on the 

southern edge of the valley, 

around the woodlands on this 

greensand ridge and around the 

pastures of Easterton Sands. 

These bats foraged close to the 

maternity colony. 

Monitoring of the Barbastelle colony continued during 

2016-2017; they continued to use the timber-clad dwelling 

for much of the season but were also absent for long 

periods when they roosted elsewhere. During this time, the 

location was monitored every 2-3 weeks.  

In 2018 we returned to the valley to tag and radiotrack a 

further two female Barbastelle bats. Since we ring all of the 

Barbastelles we catch, we can ensure that we don’t subject 

bats to a second radio tag, ensuring we tag new bats. In May 

this year therefore, we conducted a trapping survey to catch 

a sample of Barbastelle bats. In doing so we also caught two 

Bechstein’s bats (the “other” rare woodland bat in the UK, 

also subject to considerable research and survey effort, 

including in Wiltshire), as well as a series of common 

woodland bats such as Natterer’s bats, Whiskered Bats, 

Brown long-eared bats and Soprano pipistrelle bats.  

We caught 5 Barbastelle bats; of these, two were retraps 

from the 6 that we caught in 2015, of which one was one of 

our radiotracked bats too. We applied a radio tag to the 

other re-trap and one of the new Barbastelle bats. It is 

worth noting that trapping this number of rare woodland 

bats in such a short time period is really very exceptional – 

it highlights the importance of the Stert Valley and 

surrounding area for these species. 

These two Barbastelle bats were radiotracked for 8 nights 

and days in the third week of May. To cut a longer story 

 

 



somewhat shorter, by the end of the week, we had 

confirmed that; 

Bat 1: used four different tree roosts, including three within 

Potterne Woods. She would forage around Potterne Woods 

for an hour after emerging before rapidly moving south, 

crossing the Stert Valley, feeding in the woodlands near 

Easterton Sands, and over the pastures of Easterton Sands 

and Eastcott, before moving around Easterton and climbing 

the scarp slope up on the Central Impact Area. She would 

then move further south across the ranges to forage around 

New Copse & New Copse Down, feeding around the copses 

here and wider grassland. It’s notable that this area 

comprises a wide depression or bowl in the chalk plateau, 

affording these bats some shelter when commuting and 

foraging. 

Bat 2: was found to be using only two different roosts, a tree 

roost (which was also used by Bat 1 on the first day) which 

she used for 3 days, before moving to roost each day in the 

timber-clad dwelling that we found and identified as an 

important roosting site in 2015. She roosted here with a 

group of 6 other females; her breeding group. Bat 2 would 

typically emerge 30 minutes after sun set and would forage 

in the woodlands surrounding her roosts, before foraging 

around Easterton Sands and Eastcott. She would then also, 

like Bat 1, fly rapidly up onto the Impact Area to forage in 

the vicinity of New Copse and New Copse Down, but tending 

to forage a little to the east of Bat 1.  

On the last night of the radiotracking, we did a simultaneous 

emergence survey of two roosting sites. Bat 1 was roosting 

in an oak tree on the edge of Potterne Wood; a total of 7 

bats were seen to emerge from here. Meanwhile, on the 

other side of the valley, Bat 2 was roosting in the timber-

clad dwelling and at dusk 6 bats were seen emerging from 

here. 

What does this mean? 

It was great to find a series of tree roosts, in addition to the 

timber-clad dwelling; and it was fascinating to demonstrate 

that the dwelling remains an important roost for this colony. 

Barbastelle maternity colonies in buildings are rare in the 

UK. 

We were able to confirm that the valley supports two 

maternity groups; these will likely relate to the same colony 

(the same population). Barbastelle bats characteristically 

split into sub-colonies to breed. Interesting to note that the 

valley supports not one maternity group, but in fact two.  

In 2015, the tagged Barbastelles primarily foraged close to 

the roosts and to the Stert Valley, perhaps staying within 3-

4km of the roost. In 2018 however, both bats foraged at 

least 8km from the roost, with Bat 1 travelling up to 12km 

to feed over New Copse & New Copse Down. 

These bats are “ ’ard as nails”! Not only were they foraging 

on the Impact Area, some distance from their roost, and 

during some pretty cold weather, but there was a live firing 

exercise in progress one night with considerable use of 

flares! These bats are tough! They seemed to favour a 

sheltered valley.  

This colony of Barbastelle bats are using a wide landscape, 

from Devizes Castle in the north, to nearly as far as Tilshead 

in the south. In time, as we study other individuals from 

these maternity groups, we will hopefully discover new 

foraging areas, new roosts and perhaps, new maternity 

groups within this population.  

And why is this important?  

Only by understanding these species can we enable their 

conservation and safeguard their habitats. Radiotracking is 

a very resource-hungry and time-consuming tool, but the 

data it can generate is invaluable – by studying individual 

bats (and ceasing generalising about what a species is 

known to do across its range) we can better understand 

how these individuals utilise their landscape and 

understand the impacts of our actions upon individual bats.  
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Wiltshire Bechstein’s & Barbastelle Bat 

Project – 2018 update 

The 2018 field season commenced with a degree of 

introspection and review of what we’ve achieved since the 

project commenced in 2014. It seems somewhat 

remarkable that 5 seasons of fieldwork have been 

delivered………. 

2018 Update 

In 2018 we surveyed 13 or so sites spread across the 

county, ranging from the new RSPB reserve in the 

New Forest, Franchises Lodge, to Hazel Hill Wood (nr 

Pitton), to woodlands in Monkton Farleigh, 

woodlands near Pewsey and Oyster’s Coppice WWT 

Reserve (nr Semley).  

Barbastelle bats were trapped at 5 sites including 

RSPB Franchises Lodge, Hazel Hill Wood, Monkton 

Farleigh and Easterton (both occasions) and were 

recorded on detectors at Collingbourne Woods, 

Oyster’s Coppice, the woodland near Pewsey, 

Colerne Park Wood and sites in Tidworth. Foraging 

Barbastelle bats were also recorded at Great 

Chalfield NT during the emergence surveys and 

transects undertaken in June, and we recorded 

foraging Barbastelle bats on two guided walks 

undertaken for farmer groups in the Chalke Valley and in the 

Avon Valley near Netheravon.  

Bechstein’s bat were trapped in the woodlands near 

Monkton Farleigh, albeit only males, at a time of year 

outside of the swarming season suggesting they are 

resident here (the location is close to a series of mine 

entrances used by swarming bats). We also trapped 3 

Bechstein’s bats in Colerne Park Wood (also males). 

In May we did further trapping and radiotracking of 

two female Barbastelle bats from the maternity 

colony near Easterton. Trapping resulted in retraps of 

several individuals ringed and radiotracked in 2015. 

The radiotracking clarified that we have two 

confirmed maternity groups in the valley here, not 

just the one. Interestingly, although we tracked bats 

from different maternity groups, they foraged in very 

similar places – indeed, they were commuting 12km 

south to forage within the Salisbury Plain Training 

Area, just north of Tilshead.  

Interestingly, whilst catching and tagging the 

Barbastelle bats in late May (in Easterton), we also 

trapped (and ringed) a male and female Bechstein’s 

bat – this is the second time we have trapped a female 

Bechstein’s here and frustratingly, she was too light to tag 

on this occasion! We returned in July to try to catch and tag 

a Bechstein’s bat within this woodland – no Bechstein’s 

bats, but further Barbastelle bats were trapped! 

2014-2018 summary 

It should be remembered that we aimed to survey as many 

woodlands / sites considered to offer suitable habitat as we 

possibly could – so these woodlands don’t represent a 

random sample. They are sites considered likely to support 

these species, and in some cases are opportunities following 

invites from landowners and reserve managers. 

All sites were subject to static detector monitoring as well 

as trapping surveys which employed the use of 1-2 Sussex 

Autobat acoustic lures and multiple mist nets and harp 

traps. Most surveys were undertaken upon the Natural 

England project licence of Dr Fiona Mathews or my own 

class licences.  

So, after 5 years of survey effort, the tally comprises: 

During 2013-2018, we completed over 50 trapping surveys 

(plus some sites trapped on multiple occasions or at 

 

RSPB Franchises Lodge 2018 – and the ride where the Barbastelle was trapped 
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multiple subsites) across Wiltshire at over 42 sites 

(excluding swarming sites). 

Bechstein’s bats were trapped at 9 new sites (i.e. away from 

Trowbridge and the core study woodland within the 

Braydon Forest); 18 new Bechstein’s bats were trapped. 

This includes a series of males, females and juveniles 

trapped in the Braydon Forest, at four new woodlands (in 

addition to the well-studied woodlands already known). 

This highlights that the Braydon Forest supports a series of 

maternity groups across a wide area and deserves further 

study as a matter of urgency. 

Plus, Bechstein’s bats were trapped at Colerne Park Wood 

(3 males), Monkton Farleigh (2 males), Redlynch (1 juvenile) 

and Easterton (3 adults). 

Further Bechstein’s bats were trapped in Devizes (following 

Phil Brown’s original discovery here in 2013, of which one 

was radiotracked. 

Barbastelle bats were trapped at 12 sites (and 6 radiotagged 

and tracked at two of these sites). A total of 25 were 

trapped. Barbastelle bats were recorded on static detectors 

(and during transects and guided walks) on a further 14 

sites, including at dusk indicating local roosting.  

Barbastelle bats were recorded throughout the county, 

often in wooded landscapes as you might expect, but also 

foraging and roosting on the fringe of urban areas such as 

Devizes and Warminster, and also commuting across and 

foraging in very open landscapes such as Salisbury Plain. In 

a Wiltshire context, I think the only habitat I would not 

expect to encounter Barbastelle bats using would be one 

that is continuously brightly lit………[post-script – and then I 

analyse some static detectors from the centre of 

Trowbridge and note a series of Barbastelle passes……..on a 

well-lit site!]. 

These surveys have been supported by over 210 volunteer 

nights, often from a core group of Wiltshire Bat Group; 

particular thanks go to Lisa Wade, Will Ponting, Lis Weidt, 

Michelle Maskell, Sarah Jupp, Nathan Redman, Sonja 

Kaulbarsch, Chloe Delgery, Jenny Bennett, Becca Grainger-

Wood who have supported this work throughout, as well as 

many others too numerous to mention here.  

Professor Fiona Mathews is warmly thanked for supporting 

this work throughout.  

The landowners, in particular, are thanked for their support 

and interest in this work. Landowners at over 42 sites 

supported trapping surveys and related works on their land, 

whilst many more enabled access for radiotracking. 

Wiltshire is blessed with landowners whose interest in the 

natural environment is breath-taking. Engagement with 

some landowners was supported by Simon Smart and 

Jemma Batten at Black Sheep Consultancy. Organisations 

deserving particular mention include the Forestry 

Commission, Woodland Trust, Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation and the RSPB.  

What’s next? 

After 5 years of continuously arranging access to new sites 

and flitting around the county, I am hoping to focus efforts 

in 2019 on some core projects.  

A third bat box scheme was established in the Braydon 

Forest in 2018 (at Red Lodge Wood); the first monitoring 

visit in September produced a noctule, a Natterer’s, a box 

of brown long-eared bats and a bunch of soprano pipistrelle 

bats – not bad for the first check! Monitoring will continue 

and we hope that Bechstein’s bats begin utilising these 

boxes soon. I would like to do some radiotracking of 

Bechstein’s bat here too, if time allows in 2019.  

The Barbastelle bats and Bechstein’s bats at Easterton / 

Potterne / Devizes will receive more attention in 2019 and 

beyond, not least because of development pressure in 

Devizes, and because of apparent linkages with 

neighbouring sites, for example, the apparent linkage 

between Barbastelle’s in Devizes and the Savernake along 

the Kennet & Avon Canal.  

Beyond this, opportunities are still arising from a number of 

landowners and organisations interested in learning about 

their woodland bats across the county, including RSPB 

Franchises Lodge (New Forest) and landowners in the 

Chalke Valley. We’ve created quite a momentum of interest 

now, so if anyone is interested in helping by leading on 

individual sites, please get in touch. The number of 

opportunities is overwhelming – what a great position to be 

in! 

Gareth Harris (December 2018) 

 

  



Bat surveys at Great Chalfield Manor 

National Trust 

Great Chalfield Manor lies close to the village of Broughton 

Gifford, near Melksham in North Wiltshire. The Cotswold 

stone manor house and related buildings offer considerable 

opportunities for roosting 

bats and the surrounding 

gardens and farmland offer 

further opportunities for 

commuting and foraging. 

Wiltshire Bat Group visited 

this location in the early 

2000s and recorded a small 

number of roosting greater 

horseshoe bats; National 

Trust ecologists (or ecologists 

contracted by National Trust) 

conducted further surveys of 

particular buildings in the intervening years. Neither the bat 

group (or Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre) 

had received further bat records relating to this location 

since the 2000s, prompting us to make contact with the 

National Trust, and the family living at Great Chalfield 

Manor, to explore the possibility of conducting further bat 

surveys, in particular to update the horseshoe records.  

Ellie Frew and I visited the site 

in February 2018, and Robert 

Floyd kindly escorted us 

around the buildings and 

gardens, showing us the main 

roof voids and provisioning us 

with more historic survey 

data and coffee and biscuits! 

We recorded droppings of 

horseshoe bats, serotine, 

pipistrelle and long-eared 

bats in a number of locations 

and Robert kindly invited us 

back in the summer to further 

explore the site.  

We made plans to return to Great Chalfield Manor in June 

2018 and in doing so, we asked the members of WBG for 

help – we needed some volunteers to help conduct a large-

scale emergence survey of as many buildings as possible. 

Given the size and number of buildings, and their layout, it 

seemed unlikely we’d attract enough people to help – but 

we’d manage with however many observers were available. 

And then nearly 20 of you volunteered to help!  

This enabled us to survey more buildings than we’d hoped. 

This also meant that there were enough observers to do 

transect surveys following the emergence survey around 

the grounds and farmland.  

The scores on the doors, Georgy Dawes……  

We confirmed roosts of greater horseshoe, lesser 

horseshoe, common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, 

serotine and brown long-eared bat, and during the course 

of these surveys and the transect surveys we recorded 

foraging/commuting greater horseshoe, lesser horseshoe, 

Myotis sp (including Daubenton’s feeding over the ponds), 

common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, noctule, serotine, 

brown long-eared bat and Barbastelle bat. We were 

surprised not to record emerging serotine bats and Myotis 

bats……. 

It would appear that the greater horseshoe roost is being 

well looked-after here and numbers have increased since 

the early 2000s. The lesser horseshoe roost was a night 

roost, but bats were arriving shortly after dusk…….from 

where we don’t yet know. The Barbastelle passes around 

the grounds and farmland were intriguing but we know this 

is a bat-rich landscape…….. 

Through everyone’s efforts we have learned a lot about this 

site and certainly updated the records for this location. 

We’ve shared our data with the National Trust and we look  

forward to working with them on other sites in Wiltshire.  

A huge thank you to Robert Floyd for kindly hosting us, as 

well as the other residents of Great Chalfield who expressed 

so much interest (and indeed, who helped!). The surveyors 

Greater horseshoe recorded within roost (EM Touch II Pro, in Kaleidoscope Viewer) GH. 

Barbastelle recorded on transect in farmland (EM Touch II Pro, in Kaleidoscope Viewer) GH. 
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Bechstein's bats of Green Lane and Biss 

Woods, 2018 

The ringing project continued, with support from Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust through the Castlemead development section 

106 monitoring programme.  Box checks were undertaken 

May to September - in past years checks began in April and 

ended in October but a review of numbers encountered 

over the years showed it was rare to get more than a single 

bat in April or after mid-September, so the checks were all 

planned in this shorter period.  As usual, encountering the 

bats in the boxes was pretty hit-and-miss! 

In a big contrast to the zero Bechstein's of May 4th, the May 

25th box check was very busy. An unusually high box 

occupancy yielded 101 of the breeding females, and 2 single 

males! (On the day a bit of double counting resulted in a 

false total of 108).  There was also a box with some brown 

long-eared in Green Lane.  Big thanks to the volunteers who 

kept us going through them all, what a marathon!  This 

supports the breeding female population size estimates 

from 2016 and 2017.   Of the 103 bats, only 11 were 

unringed - sadly we'll never know if they were 2017 

juveniles that were not seen or adults we've never had a 

chance to ring.   

Once again, the rings showed a separation between the 

populations in the 2 woods: all bats previously ringed / 

found in GLW (70 bats: 69 adult females and 1 male) or Biss 

(33 bats: 32 adult females and 1 male) were again found in 

that wood; it would be fascinating to have a detailed genetic 

study comparing these two groups.  Eight bats were seen 

who had not been seen for two years, since the August 2016 

trapping out of the Paxcroft Ash.  

On a non-batty tack, Compartment H was newly coppiced, 

so it was interesting to look again by box 20 for the 'bird's-

nest orchid' where 1 was flowering nicely in 2017.  Without 

the dense scrubby cover, we found 14, in various stages 

from just emerging to full bloom.  Some seemed stunted by 

the removal of cover, while others such as in shelter of some 

bramble were well grown.  There was no clear pattern to 

this, so no conclusion about whether coppicing is 

detrimental at all; further, last year it would have been nigh 

impossible to census across the area as the scrub was so 

dense and so there is no real data on flowering spike 

abundance pre-coppicing.  In the same small area were a 

few other orchids also flowering in small numbers: 1 x 

common twayblade, 1 x common spotted orchid, a few 

early purple orchid. 

June was very poor in the boxes, only 2 male Bechstein's in 

2 Biss boxes; plus 5 brown long-eareds and a single pip in 

GLW, and a single pip in Biss. During the tree PRF checks, a 

Natterer's was still using the new smallest diameter (6.4mm 

dbh) roost, a dead stem in a coppiced Field Maple (this is no 

longer the record narrowest roost tree in BTHK !!!); and 4 

Daubenton's bats were in tree GLW3 a feature Jim 

Mulholland spotted which has almost always smelled of 

bats but only recently been found occupied - with a group 

of Natterer's earlier this spring and now these Daubs.  This 

is the first Daub roost recorded from either wood, I believe. 

Fires are clearly an issue - a large fire site was seen at the 

Forest School area, with large amounts of wood gathered 

nearby as future fuel - this spot was still smouldering when 

we found it, so we doused it with water - and a new fire site 

was found on the Friday afternoon and 2 or 3 kids were 

disturbed there and left - we could not put this one out as 

we had no water left.  It is worrying to think how easily with 

the dry leaves underfoot such an innocently set fire could 

cause massive destruction in the woods - no doubt the kids 

had not really thought about this as they probably 

appreciate being able to go to the woods so would not 

actually want to burn them down.   

The lesser horseshoe bats were mostly plumply pregnant 

and 2 had new-born babies wrapped in their wings; this now 

seems to be a stable little maternity colony despite the 

occasional coming and going of WWT vols; bats are now 

present throughout the spring to autumn, with pregnant 

and nursing mums there - max count was about 25. 

 

Bechstein’s bat H6841 © Keith Cohen  



On 28 July, only 9 Bechstein's were in the boxes, 3 single 

males in Biss and a group of 5 females and 1 juvenile male 

in GLW box 17, in the north, from which Y3130 was tagged 

as "Nebula" - she was ringed on or before 3 Aug 2008 and 

had been tagged before, in 2014 when she seemed to 

forage in the south of GLW, though no roosts were 

found.  In 2018, she also foraged 

mainly in this area, but also out to the 

west, and she roosted mainly up on 

Stourton Hill south of the A350, as 

well as in Box 4.  A second bat was 

tagged from the Paxcroft Ash roost, 

after 50 or so were seen roosting 

there by endoscope,  

Tracking showed that despite being 

tagged at different ends of the colony 

range both bats primarily foraged 

next door to each other in the 

same southern areas of Green Lane 

Wood, and mainly roosted together 

choosing a woodpecker hole in a large 

ash tree on Stourton Hill that 

week.  Some foraging time was spent 

outside the woods, and crossing of 

the A350 or other main road was a 

routine nightly occurrence.  Again the bats tended to have 

a rapid commute from day roost to core foraging area, often 

following landscape features such as hedges and woodland 

edge.  Maximum emergence counts were lower, around 

half of those from the Paxcroft ash; was the colony split 

between two or more roosts, or had the cold and late start 

to the year resulted in many aborted pregnancies and 

females moving away from the 

maternity roost / group early ?   Sadly 

later box checks had low encounter 

rates with juveniles so we cannot say - 

it will be interesting to see if spring 

2019 surveys can find large numbers of 

unringed bats, implying a good 

breeding year and we just missed them 

later on. 

On 10th Aug, no Bechstein's were in 

GLW boxes but in Biss we had 4 single 

males, plus 30 adult females and 13 

juveniles in box B20.  On 31st August 

again GLW had none and in Biss only a 

group of 12 juveniles (well probably, 

getting hard to be sure!) in B21. Again, 

on 15th September GLW had no 

Bechstein's, and Biss A3 held 9 of 

which 5 were juveniles.  Most visits 

also produced one or two small groups 

of brown long-eareds and a few single 

pipistrelles. 

At swarming surveys, a bat from Green Lane Wood was re-

caught at Gripwood.  ringed by Lis Weidt and I on 15th Sept 

2015 as H6841, a probable-juvenile (0-0-

d) male Bechstein’s bat in a group of 39 mothers and young 

in box 9.  He was re-caught 15th Sep 2018, 3 years later, 

during swarming surveys at Gripwood (6 km to west-north-

west), when he was in healthy breeding condition.   During 

2018 WBG swarming surveys, 87 Bechstein's captures were 

made, including 24 bats previously ringed (two of which 

were caught twice in 2018 - one at Sally's in May AND 

August, and one at Jack's in Aug and Sept).  Of these, most 

were re-caught where they were ringed, and recaps at Jack's 

 

H6841 male Bechstein’s bat; movement GLW 15/09/15 to Gripwood 15/09/18  (OS 

Data from https://osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk used as per Point 6d of their Terms for non-

commercial purposes) 

 

Known movements of ringed bats, between Green Lane & Biss Wood and the stone 

mine swarming sites (Base map: OS Copyright Licence Number 100005798) 
 

Nathan Redman can't resist finding another Natterer's bat 

in another Field Maple, oh happy man ! 
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https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ordnancesurvey.co.uk%2Flegal%2Fterms-part-a.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3992f6a1c9cd4afb596a08d69134c3b7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636856053137010148&sdata=pSoA0UXgFbLl52FtxjXWjuMkDbwXuI1Dq%2FYi6qZyILQ%3D&reserved=0


included bats ringed as far back as 2000, 2001 and 2002.  At 

Box there was movement between the two swarming 

trapping areas, but not on any wider scale. 

Keith Cohen 

Small-diameter trees, 'PRFs' and bat 

roosts at Green Lane Wood 

Since summer of 2016 I've been searching for and 

inspecting PRFs, Potential Roost Features, mainly at low 

levels and mainly in trees of small diameter at the Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust reserve Green Lane Wood (GLW), by 

Trowbridge. This has involved the help of a large number of 

volunteers - some of whom I'm glad to say have become 

quite addicted to spotting PRFs and endoscoping for bats, 

and notably with encouragement and input from Jim 

Mulholland and Henry Andrews.  Between us we have made 

over 1700 inspections of around 120 PRFs, proving 59 of 

them to be used as roosts, and there are many many more 

there still to be found and inspected.  Species recorded so 

far are: Bechstein's bat, Natterer's bat, Daubenton's bat, 

brown long-eared bat, barbastelle, common pipistrelle and 

noctule.  Overall encounter rate is around 5%, i.e. one bat 

for every 20 checks.  All of this should be seen in context as 

part of the amazing Henry Andrew's larger PRF collaborative 

project, the "Bat Tree Habitat Key", and with reference to 

the freely downloadable database of findings to date (see 

http://battreehabitatkey.co.uk/). 

The basic approach is to walk through the woods looking for 

holes we can reach, without need of ladders or climbing, 

and to check regularly for use.  Details are recorded 

including the tree size and the PRF size and characteristics, 

as well as the map location, and trees are marked so they 

can be readily re-found and also taken into account in 

management by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. 

There have been some startling finds.  The narrowest 

recorded dbh roost tree has twice been a GLW tree - first a 

field maple of 8cm dbh (diameter at breast height, 1.3m, a 

standard forestry term), and then a standing dead field 

maple branch of 6.4cm - this is still the narrowest occupied 

PRF at roost height, though it has now broken off and is 

hanging amongst branches.  Clearly, smaller trees can be a 

significant source of roosts: many have been in trees less 

than 6 inches diameter.  

Jim Mulholland spotted a ridiculously low PRF in another 

field maple, which quickly turned out to be used by brown 

long-eared with 1 and then 2 years later 2 present, at below 

45cm and the entrance below 26cm from the ground.  In 

fact a good many PRFs have had bats roosting below 1m - 

1.5m.  

The abundance of suitable PRFs and of occupied roosts in 

Field Maple has also been interesting - this led me to looking 

in other woods for similar features and in some places I've 

had the chance to also endoscope for bats - and so far it is 

clear that GLW is unusual in both having a lot of Field Maple 

present and in having so many PRFs, while most other 

woods have few Field Maples and if they have them then 

mostly they do not show such PRF development or 

wounds.  In other woods such features are often in 

Sycamore trees, or Ash but most other species seem to offer 

many fewer PRFs.  Locally I have found many suitable PRFs 

in Rowan, though I've only found 1 Rowan roost so far (1 

Natterer's bat, near Dundee), but Matt Callaway who has 

been a regular part of this project discovered 2 occupied 

PRFs in one Rowan on a southern WWT reserve (both 

Natterer's bats).  Study is still needed to understand what 

determines whether a particular species in a particular 

location or wood will form suitable PRFs. 

I'm especially interested in sycamore PRFs, as this is the 

species expected to take over the majority of the Ash niche 

across the UK.  Ash trees seem to be quite good for bat 

roosts - they are well-liked by woodpeckers for excavating 

nest-holes, and many bat maternity roosts have been 

recorded in these (including the main Bechstein's bat 

maternity roosts for GLW).  Ash also seem to form many 

natural rot cavities, both where branches are lost and where 

bark damage occurs, and these can be well used by bats.  On 

the whole these features seem to remain quite dry inside, 

but although sycamore forms some quite similar rot holes 

they tend to be wetter and are more favoured by slugs and 

 

Nathan Redman can't resist finding another Natterer's bat 

in another Field Maple, oh happy man ! 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbattreehabitatkey.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C212387bf579e4a5ffd8408d691fec41e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636856921047719548&sdata=s%2BFs2NjFOdPP%2FDYoy2XQE0hVPp1bLT%2Fcc03pnWaplU8%3D&reserved=0


woodlice than bats, and woodpeckers do not favour them 

so well for nest-holes.  Will this come to affect bats through 

loss of overall roost availability?  If bats are forced into using 

damper sycamore cavities, could this have a negative effect 

on fitness of breeding bats?  If you know of or hear of a 

maternity bat roost in a sycamore, I would be very glad to 

hear of it! 

At GLW, I still aim to continue increasing the coverage, 

searching the rest of the wood, to identify likely PRFs that 

can be taken into account in future management, as well as 

continuing checks of known PRFs with the aim of gathering 

a run of 12-months check data for each PRF (following Jim 

Mulholland's transect plan which makes all PRF data more 

comparable).  At other new sites, I tend to record a GPS 

track for my visit which allows me to make comparisons 

between sites as to the distance travelled, time spent and 

numbers of PRFs / roosts found.  This data can be gathered 

to provide a context to inform evaluations - a key question 

that comes up is how important a tree roost is, especially if 

used by only a single bat, but this can only be answered if 

you know the context, how many alternative equivalent 

PRFs are in the area, and how suitable are they. Much still 

to learn, in what Simon Parker called "the most addictive 

type of survey"! 

Hope to see you in a wood sometime soon, clutching an 

endoscope! 

Keith Cohen 

 

Help needed for advisory visits 

Wiltshire Bat Group is receiving increasing numbers of calls 

from members of the public (as well as schools and other 

community groups) seeking help and advice with regards to 

bats. These are often from householders who have found 

bats and are keen to learn more to understand and 

safeguard their bats. In some cases, householders are 

seeking formal identification of their bats in order to 

submit records to WSBRC to ensure the information 

feeds into planning processes, Neighbourhood Plans 

etc. 

In almost all of the calls we have received, there is no 

immediate threat to the bats – just simple interest 

and fascination. Consequently, the visits aren’t 

eligible for visits by a Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor 

through Batline. 

At present, the group is struggling to meet demand! 

So, we are looking for a few licenced folk who might 

be interested in taking on occasional visits to visit 

roosting sites, provide some information, perhaps 

undertake an emergence survey or take some 

droppings for DNA analyses. 

In many respects this is bat work and people 

engagement at its very best. Clearly, where enquirers 

need advice from a consultant ecologist or through 

Batline we will signpost them appropriately. 

If you are interested in helping please get in touch – we 

don’t get vast numbers of calls, but sharing this workload 

will make it much more manageable and enjoyable! 

Gareth Harris 

 

People engagement – walks & talks 

Members of WBG have been out and about during 2018 

assisting with a number of bat walks and talks, including the 

following: 

• Guided walks for farmers at Broadchalke and Enford in 
April and September (Gareth Harris); 

• Guided walk on the Kennet and Avon canal on behalf of 
the Canal and River Trust (Laura Mullholland); 

• Guided walk on behalf of Wiltshire Wildlife Trust at 
Lower Moor Farm, Cotswold Water Park (Chelsie 
Philips); 

• Daytime visit and advice provided by Gareth Harris to 
the Secret Garden, Salisbury in January; 

• Bat talk and walk provided by Richard Dodd to local 
residents of Sherston near Malmsbury in September; 
and 

• Talk given to Malmsbury primary school assembly and 
gardening club in June (Mike Chislett). 

• Gareth Harris, Lisa Wade and Hazel Stacey delivered 
three events for Help4Heroes, Tedworth House, 
Tidworth during late summer and autumn, engaging 
with over 40 servicemen and their families and 
recording some great bats, including foraging 
Barbastelle bats (they’re everywhere I tell you!)  

 

Roost tree GLW4 (tag 0484) has 3 PRFs but only 2 have been recorded 

as used though the third looks almost as good.  Used by Bechstein’s 

bat, bat and brown long-eared bat. 

 



  

I’m sure there are more examples – so this is a plea to let 

me know of any events you undertake as a member of 

Wiltshire Bat Group. It’s really good to know what’s going 

on in the county in terms of events for members of the 

public so we can gauge what sort of impact we are having in 

the local community. Brief details of type of event, location, 

who for and date would be brilliant – please send to 

wiltsbg@gmail.com 

We always need more helpers and these are surprisingly 

good fun, so please offer to help with events or offer to lead 

them occasionally too. This is also a good source of 

donations for the group.   

Thanks everyone for all efforts in 2018! (JB). 

 

Bat Group detectors 

A reminder that The Group has a bank of 8 Magenta 

heterodyne detectors and Field Studies Council ID guides to 

be loaned out to group members for guided walks and 

events. To book them or enquire please speak to me. They 

are stored and maintained by GH in Devizes so it would 

greatly help if you could arrange collection and drop-off 

to/from Devizes, doing so in a timely manner because they 

are often in demand for a range of events. 

Gareth Harris 

 

Partners and Funders 

Wiltshire Bat Group continues to be supported by a number 

of organisations across the county. 

The Forestry Commission, supporting projects in The 

Savernake, Collingbourne Wood, West Wood, the Braydon 

Forest and Grovely Wood, continues to be mega supportive. 

Our thanks to Tom Blythe and Colin Elford. 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, provision of reserves data and 

access for monitoring projects, hosting meetings and 

training events, particularly in relation to the Trowbridge 

Bechstein’s studies as well as a small grant in relation to bat 

studies in the Braydon Forest. 

Cotswold Water Park Trust, provision of reserves data, and 

providing access for monitoring projects. 

Bat Conservation Trust – loan of specialist bat survey 

equipment in 2014-2018 for the survey of rare woodland 

bats. Lisa Worledge presented a great talk at the November 

2018 group meeting, hopefully the first of many group 

meetings with BCT folks! 

And a considerable number of private landowners across 

Wiltshire who host various surveys and monitoring projects 

and who routinely provide access and a warm welcome. 

They are too numerous to list in full but in 2018 they 

included the reserve team at Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 

Jonathan Thomson (Underhill Wood), Hazel Hill Trust, The 

Woodland Trust and Tedworth House (Help4Heroes).  

Gareth Harris 

 

And finally…….Newsletter & social media 

contributions  

Please find us on Facebook and Twitter and Like, share, re-

tweet and most importantly, contribute! Please also check 

out the new website, a shared forum for the bat group and 

mammal group in Wiltshire, a.k.a the Wiltshire Mammal 

Forum.  

Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome – we 

will email the group each autumn to ask for contributions.  

When the group started a newsletter it was sometimes 

difficult getting enough contributions – clearly this is no 

longer the case and the newsletter has become a bigger job 

in recent years, testament to the superb range of work 

undertaken by members and their willingness to 

communicate and illustrate it so well! 

That said, if anyone amongst you is interested in taking on 

the newsletter challenge, do please get in touch! All help 

gratefully received! (GH).  

 

mailto:wiltsbg@gmail.com
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/


Wiltshire Bat Group – Project Leader Contacts 

  

Updated January 2019 

Wiltshire Bat Group Project leaders and email contact details 

Savernake forest and Marlborough Tunnel  Lisa Wade  lisawade36@gmail.com 

Stone Mine Autumn swarming surveys  
Dani Linton daniellemlinton@gmail.com 

James Shipman  jamesandrewshipman@hotmail.co.uk  

Langford Lakes (box checks)  Ben Mitchell  benmitchell@gmail.com  

Swindon Parks (box checks)  Charlotte Bell  charlottebell6@googlemail.com  

Cotswold Water Park (box checks)  Will Ponting  willponting@outlook.com  

The Moot, Downton and surrounds  Jan Freeborn  janfreeborn@hotmail.co.uk  

Standlynch Farm Downton/ The Deverills  Jenny Bennett  jennywalkabout@msn.com  

Collingbourne Wood & West Woods  Chloe Delgery  cccd79@yahoo.co.uk  

Underground Winter Surveys (Bath & Bradford-on-

Avon) 
Fiona Mathews  f.mathews@exeter.ac.uk  

Wiltshire Bechstein’s / Barbastelle Project  Gareth Harris  gharris_doh@hotmail.com  

Green Lane and Biss Wood WWT Bechstein’s bat 

studies 
Keith Cohen  bats@keithcohen.co.uk  

   

General Contacts  

The Chair  Laura Mullholland  wiltsbg@gmail.com  

Secretary Jenny Bennett wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Treasurer and Membership  Will Ponting  wiltsbgmembership@gmail.com  

County Recorder for Bats  Gareth Harris  wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com 

Bat Care Coordinator  VACANT  -  

Social Media/Press Officer  VACANT  wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Bat Group detector loan Various wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Bat Group pop-up banner loan Various wiltsbg@gmail.com 

 

 


