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Welcome to the spring 2019 edition of 

the Wiltshire Mammal Group 

newsletter where we update you on 

activities in 2018 as well as some 

plans for 2019.  

A huge thank you to all who have 

supported the group in 2018 and 

shared their mammal records. 

Notes from the Chair 

Ben Williams 

2018 has flown by, it only feels like a 

month ago I was writing this last year. First, 

I must apologise for a lack of 

communication generally to our 

members. This is in part due to my 

(currently) hectic life (finishing my PhD, 

moving to a new house, starting a new 

job etc.) and some behind the scenes 

work that is going on.  

2018 Saw the group adopt a new mailing 

list through Google Groups. I hope this is 

working for everyone and if there is anyone who 

would like to be added do let us know - the more 

the merrier! 

I would like to thank all those who have 

contributed to WMG over the past year, ranging 

from those submitting data to attending (or 

running) a workshop.  Special thanks must go to 

Gareth for all hi hard work behind the scenes 

You may remember that 2017 saw the 

publication of the Wiltshire Mammal Atlas 2nd 

Edition. This was a fantastic achievement and is 

built on the data that you collect. Please 

continue to send in all of your records they are 

vitally important to all of the work we do - though 

their value may not be immediately apparent. 

If ever there was a prominent reminder to how 

important our recording work can be in the 'real 

world' then you need look no further than the 

ongoing brown hare crisis (see below). Indeed, 

the work the WMG has done behind the scenes 

has been praised nationally. Hopefully we will see 

some of the national bodies taking a lead on this 

shortly. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind 

people that we have a Facebook group and a 

website. Please do check it out if you have not 

already done so and post to them both or send 

us things you would like to see on the website.  

We can only be as active as our membership! 

Our Facebook Group continues to grow with new 

members and many interesting posts - please use 

this to share photos and stories about mammals, 

ask questions and post relevant news articles.  

The more the group is used the more of a 

community we will become. 

As a busy group of volunteers, we are always on 

the lookout for more help.  Do you have some 

 

Stoat, in partial ermine or winter pelage, Salisbury Plain Training Area, January 

2019 © Phil Smith 

A record of a stoat in its winter coat in Wiltshire is really unusual – or is rarely 

reported – has anyone else encountered one?? 

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/


spare time and feel able to contribute?  Why not 

consider joining the WMG committee - there are 

a couple of openings for interested people.  We 

are particularly keen to hear from people who 

would be willing to act as events coordinator, a 

new role to organise events, talks and walks.  This 

is a very exciting opportunity and would be 

central to the group.  If you feel unable to 

commit to this role but feel able to organise one 

event e.g. talk or training etc. then we would still 

love to hear from you! 

We are in the final stages of organising a Skulls 

and Bones workshop with the legendary Ric 

Maurice - watch this space and sign up quickly, 

there will only be limited space! 

Let's get outside, go for a walk, record some 

mammals, submit the data and maybe even 

make some friends along the way! My challenge 

to everyone: see if you can 

submit more mammal 

records this year than you did 

last year.  Why not set yourself 

the target of recording as 

many different mammal 

species as you can in Wiltshire 

this year? 

Let's make this the year that 

we, as a group, get outside 

with some semi-organised 

mammal tracks and signs 

walks. I plan on 'leading' a 

few in the coming months 

which I will publicise on 

Facebook (and by email if I remember). If you 

are going for a walk, don't be lonely, invite other 

WMG members along and meet some new 

people and renew old friendships. 

Lastly, I'm sure you would like to join me in 

thanking Paul Wexler for his support on the 

committee over the last few years. Although he 

has now decided to step down, hopefully we'll 

see him at some events in the future and wish him 

well. 

New website! 

Check out the NEW Wiltshire Mammal Portal: 

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com and the 

WMG Facebook group (search for us on 

Facebook).  

Disease in Brown Hares; 

your help needed 

In October 2018 Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Norfolk 

Wildlife Trust initiated a partnership project with 

the University of East Anglia to study a series of 

mysterious hare deaths in the East Anglia region. 

In promoting this work on TV, radio and the press, 

UEA have received reports of large numbers of 

hare deaths from across the UK (including south-

west England, Wales and Scotland). Post 

mortems indicate that several viruses are 

involved including hares dying with symptoms 

characteristic of myxomatosis in rabbits. The 

reports indicate that these infections are 

spreading throughout the national brown hare 

population, and that spread is rapid. 

Wiltshire Mammal Group is therefore asking 

anyone seeing a freshly dead hare to record its 

location and grid reference, date and to 

photograph the entire animal – especially around 

the head and bottom – and send the information 

to Dr Diana Bell at the University of East Anglia. Dr 

Bell has recently been studying the impacts of 

diseases on rabbit populations, including 

myxomatosis and strains of 

haemorrhagic disease. 

Dr Bell said: “The death of any animal is obviously 

distressing but we’re asking people to try and 

photograph these hares to help us understand 

what is happening. Getting good images and 

the actual bodies of these hares, along with their 

exact location, is crucial for us to rule out or 

identify possible diseases. Any dead animals 

should be double-bagged using gloves and 

where possible put into a freezer prior to 

collection.” 

 

Brown hares © Philip Male 
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Wiltshire is an important stronghold for brown 

hares in the UK; the recently-published Mammals 

in Wiltshire (Second Edition) demonstrates that 

they are widely-spread in the county and indeed 

are more frequently recorded than rabbits. In 

fact, rabbits have declined rapidly in recent 

years in response to different strains of rabbit 

haemorrhagic disease. 

There is also no closed season for hares, which 

means that they can be shot legally at any time 

of the year – including during breeding season. 

Illegal hare coursing is also still prevalent in 

Wiltshire (see Wiltshire Rural Crime Team 

Facebook page, 17th December 2018). 

Hares can be distinguished from rabbits in a 

number of ways. Hares are larger than rabbits, 

with longer hind legs and black-tipped ears that 

are as least as long as their heads. 

Have you seen a sick or dead hare?  

Since more than one virus is involved, observers 

may encounter dead or dying hares exhibiting a 

range of symptoms, including the bulging eyes 

and bleeding characteristic of Myxomatosis to a 

wide range of other symptoms seen in the 

haemorrhagic disease (including looking 

apparently perfectly healthy to bleeding from 

the eyes and orifices, and lethargy).  

Please note the precise location & grid reference 

(using a map or this website), and date.   

The team are keen to receive carcasses of the 

hare for post-mortem and analyses to confirm 

which viral infection is involved. Using gloves 

where-ever possible, double-bag carcasses and 

tag with the date and location and then freeze 

or leave in a cold place. 

And then: 

Please send your report, with a photograph of the 

hare (including its head and bottom) to Dr Diana 

Bell at the University of East Anglia by emailing 

d.bell@uea.ac.uk. Inform Dr Bell immediately and 

arrangements will be made for collection of 

carcases. 

And for those reports in the south-west of 

England,  please also copy your report to another 

member of this research team, Dr Alex Barlow 

MRCVS, APHA Wildlife Group, Animal and Plant 

Health Agency (APHA), 

Alex.Barlow@apha.gov.uk 

Carcases can be delivered, after discussion of 

case, to either of two sites depending on 

location; Please don’t deliver carcases before 

discussion of cases. 

Main site; APHA Starcross VI Centre, Starcross, 

Staplake Mount, Starcross, Exeter, Devon, EX6  

8PE 

Bristol Vet School’s Post Mortem Room, at 

Langford House, Langford, Nr Bristol, Somerset, 

BS40 5DU 

Wiltshire Mammal Group is not able to collect or 

store carcasses or arrange for their delivery. 

Please be aware; this is incredibly serious for the 

UK’s brown hare populations (it’s not yet known 

what the impact may be upon mountain hare 

populations), and it is likely to result in a massive 

reduction in hare numbers. In a county such as 

Wiltshire, this will be especially noticeable where 

hares are normally so frequently seen. 

In parts of East Anglia, the impact upon hare 

populations is expected to be so significant that 

some shooting estates have ceased any shooting 

of hares (for either sport, pest control or eating) in 

order to support populations as much as possible. 

This information has been published upon the 

Wiltshire Mammal Portal, facilitating sharing it 

more widely including through social media. 

Updates to this information will be provided here, 

so please check back from time to time.  

(https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/2018/1

2/18/urgent-disease-in-brown-hares-your-help-

needed/)   

More information 

Dr Diana Bell at the University of East Anglia, 

d.bell@uea.ac.uk 

Alex Barlow Veterinary Investigation Officer, 

APHA Wildlife Group, Alex.Barlow@apha.gsi.uk 

Gareth Harris, Wiltshire Mammal Group, 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Mammals in Wiltshire (2nd 

Edition) 

Gareth Harris 

A reminder that the atlas was published in March 

2016 and that it remains an up-to-date record of 

the current known distribution of mammal and 

bats in Wiltshire. Entitled, Mammals in Wiltshire, 2nd 

Edition, it can be downloaded here, free of 

charge. Mammals in Wiltshire_2nd edition_ver 1.0 
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Furthermore, work has already begun on the next 

edition! So, a huge thank you to Wiltshire’s active 

mammal recorders who continue to monitor and 

survey across the county, generating the data for 

the next update to the atlas. Since the 

publication of the atlas in 2016, the county has 

seen significant progress in our knowledge of 

species such as harvest mouse, barbastelle bat 

and Bechstein’s bat. New records of hazel 

dormouse require further updates to the 

distribution maps, whilst we also await 

confirmation of a new bat species for the county!  

Please get involved! Join Wiltshire Mammal 

Group (or Wiltshire Bat Group), get involved with 

projects such as dormouse monitoring and 

hedgehog survey, or simply submit the records of 

the mammals you see. Help us make a 

difference. 

Notes from the county 

recorder 

Gareth Harris  

The past year has been another good year for 

mammalogy in Wiltshire. A number of projects 

have made important findings that extend our 

knowledge of our county’s mammal populations.  

The bat group leads the way in this regard with 

the discovery of new breeding sites for species 

such as Barbastelle bat, new roosting sites for 

greater & lesser horseshoe and new sites for 

Bechstein’s bat: read the forthcoming bat group 

newsletter, published alongside the mammal 

group newsletter on the Wiltshire Mammal Portal 

for more details.  

The county’s “other mammals” have seen study 

and research in 2018 and new projects hint at 

increasing interest in these areas. Of the small 

mammals, new projects and studies launched by 

Natural England (with regards the monitoring of 

prey items of a potential reintroduction of Hen 

Harrier) and WMG member, Emma Gillingham, 

begin to generate new surveyors, offering 

training opportunities and begin to plot new “dot 

on maps”, expanding our knowledge of these 

species’ distributions. 

The lack of records for harvest mice available for 

the recently-published Wiltshire mammal atlas 

was a great shocks and surprise. For this reason, 

the group launched a series of survey events 

looking for harvest mice nests at locations across 

the county. This work has been well-supported by 

several of the landscape-scale Farmer Groups 

across Wiltshire, most notably those coordinated 

by Simon Smart & Jemma Batten of Black Sheep 

Consultancy, as well as those coordinated by 

Pete Thompson and Jess Brooks of GWCT. Further 

work in 2018 confirmed more positive sites for 

harvest mice.  

Further work upon dormice in the county 

consolidated recently-established projects, for 

example in Grovely Wood and Nockatt’s 

Coppice, whilst a second year of unsuccessful 

monitoring at other sites suggest a likely absence 

of dormice. The number of sites monitored for 

dormice in Wiltshire continues to grow. 

The larger mustelids appear to be doing well; 

badger and otter are well-recorded across the 

county (although there is the unquantified 

impact felt within Wiltshire’s badger cull zones). 

The smaller mustelids remain somewhat unknown. 

Without any formal monitoring or survey of 

polecat, stoat and weasel in the county, our 

knowledge is based largely upon fortuitous 

casual observations (often fleeting!) or roadkill 

records. During the past year it certainly seems 

that fewer polecat records were received – given 

the very low numbers of rabbit present in the 

landscape at present (following outbreaks of a 

number of viral infections, as well as Myxomatosis) 

this surely impacts their key predator?  

With regards the monitoring of the elusive stoat 

and weasel, the work of Vincent Wildlife Trust is of 



great interest; check out page 15 of their 

newsletter for more details. It would be great to 

trial these in Wiltshire too; anyone interested in 

giving this a go? 

As outlined in the article below, regarding 

disease in hares, the infection of the UK’s hare 

populations with diseases previously seen only in 

rabbits is of great concern. Brown hares are 

considerably more abundant and widespread in 

Wiltshire at present than rabbits – might this be 

about to change? Given the pressures applied 

by illegal hare coursing, our hare populations are 

under strain. Please record all of the hares you 

see and please report any diseased individual 

you encounter. For further information, and for 

details of where to report diseased hare, please 

see 

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/2018/12

/18/urgent-disease-in-brown-hares-your-help-

needed/.  

Records submission has dropped markedly 

following the completion of the atlas so can I 

please encourage you all to record the 

mammals you see; some mammals are very 

poorly-recorded in Wiltshire despite their 

abundance, ranging from the house mouse (1 

record submitted in 2018 thus far……) and brown 

rat, to deer such as fallow deer. Some species 

are infrequently recorded because they are 

genuinely rare, nocturnal or difficult to encounter; 

which means records of such species are even 

more important! 

Thank you to everyone who have contributed 

their time and expertise in 2018; I hope you’ll be 

able to continue to help us in 2019 – Wiltshire’s 

mammals need and rely upon you! 

 

Harvest Mice in Wiltshire 

Gareth Harris 

In our last newsletter (Spring 2018) we reported 

that 2017 had been a successful year for the 

harvest mouse project.  

Four successful surveys were undertaken on 

farmland in south Wiltshire, supported by Simon 

Smart and Jemma Batten of Blacksheep 

Consulting. WMG also undertook successful 

surveys with the reserves team at Wiltshire Wildlife 

Trust of Langford Lakes reserve in south Wiltshire. 

Pete Thompson and Jessica Brooks (Game & 

Wildlife Conservation Trust) undertook surveys 

across a series of sites in South Wiltshire and 

recorded numerous nests at a number of new 

sites.   

I undertook a series of other nest searches around 

the northern edge of Salisbury Plain, Pewsey 

Downs and the Marlborough Downs, finding nests 

at almost all locations surveyed! I also found 

additional nests in the Cotswold Water Park (in 

reed/sedge beds) whilst a series of records were 

submitted by other WMG members and 

recorders in Swindon (River Ray corridor), the 

Braydon Forest, Imber Ranges and a scattering of 

other locations. Thank you everyone for 

contributing to this work.  

All in all, 2017 proved a successful survey season 

for confirming harvest mice at a variety of sites 

across the county. Clear gaps in our knowledge 

and known range of harvest mice were 

becoming apparent and so in 2018 we targeted 

surveys to these areas, including the eastern 

edge of county and the western edge of the 

county.  

Surveys in 2018 included 2 organised WMG 

events; the first event near Upavon was 

successful and several WMG members found a 

series of nests. The second event, at Corsham, 

was less successful (our first blank survey for 

harvest mice!). Once again, a number of farmers 

and landowners (along with Simon Smart and 

Jemma Batten) supported this project and 

enabled access for surveys; these resulted in 

positive surveys near Orcheston, Enford, the 

eastern end of the Pewsey Downs and near to 

Avebury.  

 

Harvest Mouse, likely breeding nest, October 2018 (Salisbury Plain 

Training Area, near Enford). This still-green nest was perfectly 

camouflaged! (C) Gareth Harris 

https://www.vwt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/VWTNewsletterDec2018.pdf
https://www.vwt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/VWTNewsletterDec2018.pdf
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/2018/12/18/urgent-disease-in-brown-hares-your-help-needed/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/2018/12/18/urgent-disease-in-brown-hares-your-help-needed/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/2018/12/18/urgent-disease-in-brown-hares-your-help-needed/


Efforts to plug some of the gaps in known range 

of harvest mice were somewhat thwarted! The 

surveys around Corsham (on the western edge of 

the county) was an attempt to produce the first 

records in this area; heavy rain defeated us and 

so we’ll return another time to try again. I aimed 

to spend a day in the east of the county (the 

area basically east of Burbage) but efforts here 

were curtailed by finding a grounded red kite; I 

took the bird to a local vets and then to Hawk 

Conservancy, Andover – thankfully the bird 

regained health and was successfully released a 

week or so later.  

It is clear, based upon the work undertaken in 

recent years, that harvest mice nests can be 

readily found associated with arable farmland 

surrounding Salisbury Plain, as well as the arable 

farmland of the North Wessex Downs AONB (inc. 

Marlborough Downs and Pewsey Downs) and 

Cranborne Chase AONB. Outside of this area we 

also have recent records from the river corridors 

such as the Thames and the Salisbury Avon (and 

its tributaries). 

However, questions remain! We lack recent 

records for harvest mice in a number of areas, 

despite the great efforts of a number of 

recorders. So more to do in 2019! 

And we need your help. Whether you search 

suitable habitat in your own leisure time, or join 

organised survey events with WMG, please get 

involved. With your help we can achieve so 

much more. 

 

Chalke Valley Farmer 

Cluster harvest mice 

update 

Following on from the surveys by the Wiltshire 

Mammal Group last Autumn on farms at 

Swallowcliffe and Broad Chalke, farmer members 

of the Chalke Valley Farmer Cluster were keen to 

look themselves for evidence of harvest mice 

elsewhere within their area. Cluster members met 

in November on a farm at Fifield Bavant for a 

really enjoyable and productive morning of nest 

hunting. The farmers found 12 nests and it is 

hoped that they will now go back to their own 

farms to see if they also have harvest mice, so we 

can build a better picture of the distribution of 

this diminutive rodent and ensure we are 

providing suitable areas of rough grass habitat to 

encourage them. 

 

Small mammal trapping in 

Amesbury 

Emma Gillingham 

Despite being known as ‘small mammals’, mice, 

voles and shrews are vital to the survival of many 

ecosystems. As well as being beautiful creatures, 

they are a source of food for many larger animals 

including birds of prey, foxes and weasels. The first 

time I carried out small mammal trapping, I fell in 

love with them, and this love led me to my PhD 

investigating diseases carried by these animals, 

some of which are important in terms of human 

health.  

Even 

though 

small 

mammals 

are crucial 

componen

ts of food 

webs and 

disease 

transmissio

n, they are 

often 

overlooke

d when 

species 

distributions are reported, and records of them in 

Wiltshire (and many other places, for that matter) 

Bank vole (Myodes glareolus) © Emma 

Gillingham 

 

 

The Survey Team in the Chalke Valley! © Simon Smart 

 



are limited. I had had three very successful days 

trapping in Bentley Wood during April 2018, 

where traps were full to the brim with bank voles 

(Myodes glareolus) and wood mice (Apodemus 

sylvaticus) and offered my trapping services to 

Gareth to try and increase records in another 

area. After much discussion (thank you for your 

patience, Gareth!), farmland in Amesbury was 

selected where small mammals were known to 

be present, and one warm Friday evening in 

June, 50 Longworth traps were set. Early the next 

morning, several super keen volunteers turned up 

to the farm, where we checked all the traps for 

small mammals. Unfortunately, only two bank 

voles were captured, but the volunteers learnt 

handling techniques, how to identify the different 

sexes, small mammal ecology, trapping 

techniques (remember, ‘think like a mouse’) and, 

unfortunately, the frustrations of trapping when 

the animals don’t want to go in your traps. 

Rechecking in the afternoon did not generate 

more animals. Many thanks to all the volunteers 

who attended for your enthusiasm despite the 

low numbers of animals captured, and special 

thanks to Hugh for allowing us to use his land for 

the trapping. 

 

Dormouse Monitoring at 

Nockatt’s Coppice 

Emily Wood 

I have been lucky enough to be part of the 

dormouse monitoring team at Nockatt’s Coppice 

for three years now. The coppice has a small 

population 

of dormice, 

which are 

monitored by 

way of nest 

box checks 

once a 

month 

between 

April and 

October. 

We have 

had dormice 

at all stages 

of life 

recorded at the coppice over the years, 

including adults, greys and pinks, as well as torpid 

and (very) active mice (who says dormice don’t 

bite?!).  

We have 

also 

observed 

some 

novel 

behaviou

r, 

including 

three 

male 

dormice 

in one 

box. Two 

of these 

were 

large adults (one missing a fair portion of his tail) 

whilst the third was a juvenile, much smaller than 

the others although they all seemed to be co-

habiting quite happily! Other interesting finds 

have been nests woven from deer hair, badger 

hair and a particular fine grass found growing on 

a nearby tussock. 

This last year we did not have one month in which 

dormice were not recorded. We had males and 

females, both adult and juvenile, although no 

breeding nests recorded this year. It may be that 

as the ongoing management of the coppice 

improves the site for dormice (amongst other 

wildlife) breeding females may be less likely to 

use the boxes, as natural nesting places 

surrounded by optimal habitat become available 

(breeding 

females 

have 

previously 

been noted 

as unlikely to 

use nest 

tubes during 

presence/ab

sence 

surveys), 

however, the 

consistent 

records of 

juvenile mice 

is 

encouraging 

and suggests 

that a 

breeding 

 

Dormouse © Emily Wood 

 

Torpid dormouse in nest © Emily Wood 

 

Escapee dormouse! © Jenny Ross 



population is enduring. In previous years we have 

recorded dormice at four out of five transects 

throughout the coppice. This year, we finally 

recorded a young dormouse in the fifth transect - 

knowing that dormice are now using all areas of 

the coppice is incredibly fulfilling. 

Apart from the dormice recorded at Nockatt’s, 

we have also observed other mammal species 

worthy of note. Pygmy shrews have been 

recorded using two of the nest boxes, relatively 

far apart suggesting two different individuals. 

Wood mice, although perhaps not as exciting as 

dormice or pygmy shrews, have been recorded 

in nest boxes, most notable two juvenile wood 

mice, using adjacent nest boxes with old 

dormouse nests present. Having stuck my finger in 

the entrance and thinking the inhabitant was a 

sleepy dormouse, I was pleased not get a chunk 

taken out of my finger when I saw those big 

brown/grey ears appear! 

The monitoring of Nockatt’s Coppice would not 

be possible, nor as consistent as it has been for 

the last four years, without the help of a number 

of committed volunteers, specifically Jenny, Tracy 

and James. Louisa Kilgallen has done a 

wonderful job keeping us organised and ensuring 

that the monitoring surveys continue and that the 

data is submitted to the National Dormouse 

Monitoring Programme. 

 

North Wraxall Dormouse 

box checking 2018 

Kip D’Aucourt  

Unfortunately, there is nothing very positive to 

report on the past year’s seven visits checking 

boxes: we didn’t find any dormice or any signs of 

them – neither nests nor the distinctively-nibbled 

nuts. However, in July I was surprised by a Brown 

Long-eared bat in one of the boxes and in 

August there was a large Yellow-necked mouse 

in another box. 

As usual there were plenty of birds’ nests in the 

boxes in the Spring (18 of the 50 boxes) but there 

seemed to be fewer eggs and chicks than in the 

past. Was that caused by the late Spring, turning 

into a warm, dry May – birds out of sync with 

caterpillars? – no idea! 

We ran a nut hunt in October, scouring the 

woodland floor for nibbled nuts, finding a few 

mouse-nibbled ones, but none that looked like 

dormouse nibblings, so we are wondering what 

has happened to our low population of dormice. 

Not necessarily related, we were startled to find in 

October that the paths in the wood had been 

widened by machinery. The landowner has 

discovered Ash Dieback disease and is preparing 

the way for some possible felling in the next year 

or so. The wood could certainly do with some 

maintenance, opening up the canopy a little, to 

make it more suitable for dormice. We wait to see 

if we have to suspend our monitoring for a while 

and then resume in the future to see if the 

dormice can survive and even thrive there. 

Ed: a number of schemes noted a poor season for 

dormice in 2018, with a suggestion that things picked 

up at the end of the season. Fingers crossed for 2019!  

 

Hen Harriers and small 

mammals on Salisbury 

Plain  

Robyn Owen, Natural England 

The Southern hen harrier reintroduction project, 

led by Natural England, is now underway. The 

project aim is to establish an arable nesting 

population, with a multi-year release programme 

starting in 2019, based at Parsonage Down NNR. 

One of last year’s objectives was to gain baseline 

data for the reintroduction, so here I report on 

some of the findings of our 2018 small mammal 

surveys.  

Small mammals, namely voles, form a key 

 
Water Shrew © Robyn Owen 

 



component of the hen harriers’ diet and the 

open rough grassland of Salisbury plain provides 

an ideal habitat for small mammals to thrive and 

predators to feast. However, due to lack of 

survey effort and access on to Salisbury Plain 

Training Area (SPTA) data are lacking. We aim to 

set up long term monitoring to; 1.) estimate hen 

harrier food availability at the time released birds 

are independently foraging, 2.) monitor long 

term effects that hen harriers may have on small 

mammal populations, and 3.) Identify grassland 

structures that encourage high numbers of small 

mammals and ensure effective management of 

those habitats.  

In July and August 2018, we surveyed in 1km2 grid 

squares at four sites on SPTA and one at 

Parsonage Down NNR. Within each grid square a 

1ha2 plot was set, which comprised of a grid of 

25 points, with two Longworth traps at each 

point. Traps were baited for two consecutive 

nights, then set for two consecutive nights and 

checked in the morning, afternoon and evening. 

We surveyed vegetation species assemblage 

and structure within the plots.  

We caught five different species of small 

mammals during the survey; bank vole, field vole, 

wood mouse, common shrew, pygmy shrew and, 

surprisingly, a water shrew. We found that one site 

had a much higher abundance and number of 

species of mammals than all other sites (see 

Figure 1). Interestingly this site also had the 

highest percentage of thatch cover and the 

highest vegetation height.   

The 2018 surveys have highlighted a marked 

difference in the number of small mammals 

found in different grassland structures and further 

research into this should present a clearer picture 

about grassland management to enhance small 

mammal abundance. We were surprised not 

capture many voles during the survey and 

speculated that this could be due to a locally 

reported bad vole year or the time of year at 

which we were surveying. Without further studies 

over consecutive years, it is difficult to answer any 

of our intended questions in one survey year, but 

we remain hopeful that we will be able to over 

time. We hope that not only will this research will 

be useful for the hen harrier reintroduction but 

also for local Wiltshire mammal conservation.  

 We would be keen to talk to anyone interested 

in the reintroduction project so please contact 

either one of us for more information.  

Simon Lee (Project Manager) 07825 904742 

simon.lee@naturalengland.org.uk,  

Flemming Ulf-Hansen (Lead Advisor) 07917 628014  

flemming.ulf-hansen@naturalengland.org.uk,  

Robyn Owen (Field Officer) 07825 608128 

robyn.owen@naturalengland.org.uk,  

Simon Lester (Field Officer) 07785 633082 

simon.lester@naturalengland.org.uk 
 Field vole © Robyn Owen 

 

 Wood Mouse © Robyn Owen 
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Sweden, its mammals and 

all of the smelly evidence 

Andrew Barratt 

Autumn 2018 I started an adventure and moved 

to Uppsala Sweden, and I am here to do my 

Master’s degree.  I have written here before but 

for those who don’t know me I am Andrew 

Barrett, a recent graduate from Harper Adams 

University a long-time lover of the nature, of 

adventures and all things mammal!  

Sweden has many attractions for someone like 

myself; I am here for my education, my subject 

area is Ecology, specifically I am focusing on 

animal behaviour with an interest in mammalian 

predators; Mustelids and Canids are my bag, but 

I’ll play with anything that can bite me. If you 

check out the terrestrial mammal list for the UK, 

we are a bit thin on the ground for large 

predators1, though it is improving with the 

increase of pine martens and the spread of otters 

in our rivers2. In comparison Sweden’s predatory 

fauna is somewhat more extensive. With four 

Canidae and eight Mustelidae to start3, then add 

the lynx and the bear to the list, it is somewhat 

exciting and for my intended research this is a 

very useful situation to have. 

Sweden is also beautiful, it has a large amount of 

nature and it is available to all! Swedish laws 

depict how important the nature is to the 

                                                
1 https://www.mammal.org.uk/species-hub/uk-mammal-list/  
2 http://www.ukwildottertrust.org/the-otters/ 
3https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mammals_of_Sweden 

Swedes, they have written into their laws 

“Allemansrätten” which translates roughly as “all 

mans the right” but actually means “Outdoor 

Access Rights” or “Public Right to Access”4. This 

important right of access gives Swedes the right 

to explore and enjoy nature almost anywhere 

that is not disturbing private residents and without 

damaging wildlife. This includes hiking, skiing, 

kayaking and camping with a small open fire! So, 

I have taken advantage of this freedom and had 

a couple of small adventures.  

In early October, the weekend before the moose 

season began, I took the train north to Florana 

Nature Reserve where recent wolf signs had 

been spotted. I cycled and hiked some way into 

the reserve to an open cabin left for hikers to use 

should the need arise. I didn’t see any signs of 

wolf unfortunately, but I did spot this very orange 

Fox dung and some moose, a cow and last 

year’s calf I suspect by the size, hidden safely 

within the boundaries of the reserve. The wolf 

signs are reported on the eastern side of the 

reserve and I was on the western edge, though 

my first opportunity to start discovering the 

Swedish predators was close at hand.  

The 1st December was when Emil from Biotopia 

(natural history museum and education centre in 

Uppsala5) and Per Axel from the county board 

organised a trip to Glamsen Nature reserve, a 

forested area less than an hour by train north of 

Uppsala with a known wolf pack. We hiked 7km 

                                                
4 https://www.naturvardsverket.se/allemansratten 
5 http://www.biotopia.nu/ 

 

Wolf scat found in Glamsen reserve, fresh and rather rich in 

bouquet. 

 

 

Wolf Prints are over 9cm in length with 4 distinct toes and a rear 

pad. A single print is not enough to identify wolves and the gait 

and stride should be measured to get a better idea for 

confirmation. 
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in a circular route following main paths in the 

reserve, 

 and with the enthusiastic eyes of a child scouting 

ahead we saw many prints and droppings. Within 

Sweden the Wolves occur in family groups and 

you don’t tend to find many strangers  

within a pack. Only the breeding pair of wolves is 

allowed it to defecate on paths and notable 

areas as these are clear signals marking the 

territory, the cubs and juveniles are more 

discrete.  

This fantastic 

day out 

allowed me to 

get to meet 

some of the 

local Swedish 

people 

interested in 

large predators 

and practise my 

tracking skills. Of 

course, within 

wolf territory 

you are likely to 

see much more 

than just the 

signs of wolves. 

These areas that 

support the wolf 

pack are 

biodiverse and 

home to many 

animals, we saw 

moose tracks, boar droppings, wolf tracks and 

droppings, fox and dog signs and dropping 

which made for an on the spot lesson in the 

difficulties of identifying these canids and there 

was a constant sound of bird song. 

Going forward I hope to spend some time this 

winter using the snow cover to track lynx and 

wolves in the Uppland area; camera traps 

recently became legal to use in Sweden with 

landowner permission, so I will be aiming to 

deploy them, and honing my tracking skills to 

follow the stories of these magnificent animals’ 

day to day life. 

Finally, and just to show off, in my excitement to 

start my next module of animal behaviour in the 

new year; check out my Lab Coat!! 

Andrew has supported WMG for many years, from his 

home in North Wiltshire.  

Mammals on the Railway 

Path (Swindon–Marlborough) 

Lydia Blake, Sustrans & Greener Greenway 

Project 

Cycling enthusiasts and wildlife surveyors may not 

seem the most natural bedfellows but Greener 

Greenways is a project hoping to bring the two 

closer together.  

The project is an initiative of Sustrans, the charity 

making it easier for people to walk and cycle, 

who in 

1995 

establishe

d the 

National 

Cycle 

Network.  

The 

Network’s 

16,575 

miles 

stretch 

across the 

country 

and are 

made up 

of a 

mixture of 

quiet on 

road 

sections 

and 

shared off road paths, including many sections of 

former railway line.  

As well as connecting people and places, these 

traffic free paths also provide space and 

corridors for wildlife; a green finger reaching into 

the city or strip of hedgerow and rough verge 

across an area of intensively managed 

agriculture. The Greener Greenways project looks 

to discover, share, conserve and enhance the 

wildlife value of these routes, starting with a 

selection of paths under existing Sustrans 

management. 

One of these paths, part of National Cycle Route 

482, is the Railway Path. This is a 10-mile route 

from Coate Water just south of Swindon to 

Marlborough. It is almost entirely off road, 

following the track bed of the former Swindon, 

 

My wolf inspired lab coat, ready 

for my lab-based studies next 

semester! 

 

 

Hedgehog footprints from a 

hedgehog tunnel ©Lydia Blake 



Marlborough & Andover Railway line for much of 

its length.   

The path is owned and managed by Sustrans 

with help from its volunteer group, Friends of the 

Railway Path, with whom the Greener Greenway 

project has been working to carry habitat 

management and wildlife surveys. We have been 

laying hedges, opening up denser areas to 

develop more habitat diversity, pulling out 

saplings and introducing scything to manage 

some of the flower rich verges, and last year 

found bats, badgers, hedgehogs and harvest 

mice on the route. 

How you can help 

This year we’d like to build upon this work by 

repeating and extending our surveys with the aim 

of building better understanding and recognition 

of the species present along the path and its 

importance as a wildlife corridor. We’ll be 

deploying camera traps and hedgehog tunnels 

again and have plans for mammal trapping and 

more bat surveys, as well as reptile surveys and 

wildflower walks.  

We’d love to have the help of local wildlife 

enthusiasts and Wiltshire Mammal Group 

members so if you are interested, do get in touch.  

As well as organised surveys we’re keen to hear 

of any other species sightings along the path, or 

elsewhere on the National Cycle Network, and 

have a Sustrans iRecord activity page 

(https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/sustrans-enter-

record).  

I’d encourage everyone who can to get out on 

foot or cycle and explore this fantastic local 

resource.  

Further details 

If you’d like to get involved, please contact 

lydia.blake@sustrans.org.uk  

For more information on Sustrans, the National 

Cycle Network, the Greener Greenways project 

and the Railway Path please see   

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-

services/projects/greener-greenways  

https://www.facebook.com/GreenerGreenways/ 

http://friendsofthepath.org.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsoftherailwaypath/  

 

 

 

  

 

Harvest mouse nests © Lydia Blake 
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Dormouse monitoring 2019 

Gareth Harris  

Since the last newsletter, a number of consultancies 

and other friends of the mammal group have 

continued to kindly donate their unwanted dormouse 

tubes which we’ve been cleaning up and deploying 

to new sites for survey across Wiltshire. Thank you 

everyone!  

Several members of the group have been surveying 

new sites across the county, from new sites in the 

Braydon Forest, to locations near Salisbury and a large 

woodland close to the border with BANES (of which 

many are on private land, so we’ll not name them in 

print!). Thank you to everyone involved in these surveys, 

contributing to our wider understanding of dormice in 

the county (as well as recording other species too).  

As always there are several opportunities for members 

to participate in some of the monitoring work.  

Some monitoring projects in Wiltshire are run by existing 

volunteer groups with their own trainees, but the 

following schemes are open to involvement from WMG 

members and friends. If you’re not a WMG member 

already, we’d strongly encourage you to join, in order 

to help support these monitoring schemes. Paying 

members will be prioritised (and will also be covered 

under our insurance too)!  

Nockatt’s Coppice NDMP (Centerparcs, Longleat 

Estate, Warminster)  

Lead: Louisa Kilgallen louisa.kilgallen@wiltshire.gov.uk   

Savernake Forest NDMP (Marlborough)  

Lead: Mark Satinet (note change of email): 

mark.satinet@4acreecology.co.uk. Please book and 

confirm.  

If you’d like to get involved in these schemes, please 

email the project lead using the email address above 

in order to find out the available survey dates. Bear in 

mind that schemes have varying numbers of survey 

dates and volunteers helping already (and that we are 

all volunteers doing this in our spare time).  If you’re 

keen to get involved, please email directly the project 

leaders listed above. 

If you are interested in setting up new schemes in the 

county, please let us know. We are always looking for 

keen, committed people to lead on new sites.  

Partners & funders 

Wiltshire Mammal Group enjoys the support of a 

number of organisations across the county. 

The Forestry Commission, supporting projects in The 

Savernake, Collingbourne Wood, West Wood, the 

Braydon Forest, Grovely Wood and the Harewarren, 

continue to be mega supportive. Our thanks to Tom 

Blythe and Colin Elford. 

Simon Smart & Jemma Batten, Black Sheep Consulting, 

who supported the harvest mouse surveys in 2017 & 

2018 as well as so much more! 

Jonathan Thomson (Underhill Wood) for supporting 

ongoing studies of small mammals and bats (and 

much much more!) 

James Monk (Longleat Centerparcs) for supporting the 

ongoing dormouse studies 

Our thanks also to a considerable number of private 

landowners across Wiltshire who host various surveys 

and monitoring projects and who routinely provide 

access and a warm welcome.  

Equipment to borrow! 

Don’t forget the group has a range of equipment 

available to loan out free of charge to our members 

including: 

Hedgehog tunnels 

The Wiltshire Hedgehog Project has footprint tunnels 

available to borrow in 2018, for anyone who wishes to 

carry out a hedgehog survey. Surveyors are also 

welcome to borrow a wildlife trail camera alongside a 

tunnel; this is a great way to capture visitors to the 

tunnel on film and help identify any footprints. 

Please find more details at our project 

webpage https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/wil

tshire-mammal-group/projects/the-wiltshire-hedgehog-

project/ and contact Ben Williams at 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk if you are 

interested." 

Spypoint Trail Camera 

Find out what mammals are living in your local area! 

Any members who wish to borrow our WMG trail 

camera would be most welcome, please contact Ben 

Williams on wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk.  

We ask for a £100 deposit, this will be returned to you 

so long as loss/damage to the camera does not occur.  

This can be by cheque that we will not cash unless 

loss/damage occurs. 

If there is any other equipment that you would like to 

use or think the group should purchase, then let us 

know and we will look into the feasibility of it.   

Upcoming events 

Ric Maurice’s bones & skull ID workshop – more 

information to follow……………watch this space! 

Further information 

For further information regarding the group, 

membership and recording please email 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk. 
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