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Spring Newsletter 2021 
Welcome to the Wiltshire Bat Group Spring 2021 Newsletter. We hope that this condensed 
edition finds you well after what has been a difficult year. This has been a year for walking 
and Zoom meetings, but now the new season has started, if you are going out and about 
don’t forget your bat detector! 

 

                                         Daubenton’s bat  - Paul Colley, WBG Member and Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society 
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     I hope you enjoy this cut-down edition of the 

yearly newsletter in what has been an unusual  

and perhaps difficult year for some of us. It may 

be a bit shorter, but that doesn’t mean 

everything stopped during 2020, we just had to 

focus on doing different things as you can read in 

the following articles.   

     I’m sure all of us were concerned back in February 

2020 when the news outlets first started to report that 

the outbreak probably stemmed from a wet market 

and most likely from bats. Horrific and upsetting on 

two levels; first a reminder of the ongoing existence of 

wet markets and people eating bats (not to be 

confused with people-eating bats) but perhaps more 

concerning, that bats were being shouldered with the 

blame and seemingly with little to no evidence to 

support this conclusion. The Bat Conservation Trust set 

up some dedicated Covid pages on their website pretty 

swiftly and have been sharing their FAQs on the 

subject: 

https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/bats-and-

disease/covid-19-and-bats  

     BCT have also been making the most of technology 

and moved all of their conferences online; even after 

almost a year, I still feel like I'm being naughty when 

I'm watching the National Bat Conference talks in my 

jammies, snuggled under a blanket on the sofa with 

snacks. Whilst it's really sad to lose the social side of 

these events for the moment, it's been a fantastic 

opportunity to attend events virtually from around the 

world and I hope that there continues to be a way of 

calling into these events virtually in the future when 

things go back to 'normal'. 

     Natural England moved to 'virtual' roost visits, in 

some instances using video calls to enable the 

homeowner to give a tour of their bat evidence. During 

the spring/early summer reports started to come out 

that there was a high risk that humans could pass Covid 

to bats (and other mammals) which could potentially 

lead to devastating population declines. The IUCN, 

Natural England and EuroBats each submitted their 

own guidance on the subject (which basically says the 

same thing - avoid unnecessary contact with bats) with 

a hierarchy of avoidance detailed.  

      Sadly, this put a stop to almost all non-essential 

voluntary bat group activities across the country and 

we ‘The Committee’ agreed that there was no 

justification to continue - with some exceptions 

including H&S checks to ensure that bat boxes weren't 

going to drop on anyone's head!  

          The Avon Bat Group got themselves a new 

whipper snapper for a Chair who sprung them into 

action and colluded (...I mean collaborated) with 

Gareth to set up a series of online talks to keep us all 

entertained over the winter. Massive thanks to Jim, 

Gareth, Jenny and others for organising these talks, 

bribing people to do them and making some money for 

the bat groups along the way! We continued these 

through to April and this lockdown and will take stock 

maybe restarting in the Autumn.  

     We will also be moving our May AGM online this 

year having skipped it last year, although we did meet 

up online for our November meeting. We can still do 

things to support bat conservation in Wiltshire and are 

encouraging members to focus more on detector work 

and building on survey effort during 2021, while we 

await further guidance on handling bats for research. 

     I want to take this opportunity to thank the whole 

Committee for their continued support, not just 

through this past difficult year but always. This is also 

my first formal opportunity to welcome Caitlin to the 

Committee and say a massive thank you for making a 

real difference for bat care in Wiltshire. Also thanks go 

to Will for pulling this newsletter together again and 

getting a few articles for you to enjoy over a cup of tea 

(or probably something stronger these days..!)  

Watch out for a Zoom invite for the May AGM! 

Laura Mullholland Chair WBG 

 

 

 

 

A welcome message from the Chair 

https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/bats-and-disease/covid-19-and-bats
https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/bats-and-disease/covid-19-and-bats
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News, snippets and headlines in brief 

 

2021 AGM 

     Put  the 13th May 2021, at 1900 into your calendars. 

We’ll have a full agenda for this online meeting, and 

maybe another quiz and speaker to keep us 

entertained.  

Acoustic surveys 

     The Committee finally persuaded the Treasurer to 

spend some of our unrestricted funds, so we have  

bought two SongMeter Mini-Bat static detectors for 

members to borrow, we’ll provide guidance and 

instructions. 

Acoustic pipeline 

     To support a potential increase in data from acoustic 

surveys and members continuing to go out on walks, 

doing transects or emergence surveys we’ve also 

bought a years’ data processing from the BTO’s 

Acoustic Pipeline Service. 

Wiltshire Bat Care 

     WBC is up and running! New Committee member  

Caitlin McCann is managing and coordinating this long 

overdue service, closely associated with WBG, BCT and 

the county wildlife hospitals. Read a bit more below. 

South Wiltshire Greater horseshoe Project 

     This new project based in the center and south of 

the county sets out its objectives for understanding 

greater horseshoe populations, maternity sites, the 

movements and associations with other populations in 

the county. Working closely with farmers groups and 

incorporating landscape level studies. Exciting 

developments throughout the year, read a bit more 

below. 

Pre-lockdown mine visit 

     Early March 2020 Will Ponting and Ken Anstey 

visited a working mine in Corsham at the request of 

Wiltshire Police and BCT Criminal Investigation Unit. No 

evidence of any wrong doing was found, but it was a 

unique opportunity to see how noisy, cold, wet and 

windy active mines are compared to the places we 

normally get into, and incidentally, no bats. 

 

Support to projects 

     The WBG always sets aside funds each year for 

match funding to projects, including DNA sampling and 

this year the proposed bat house development (see 

below). Just send an email to wiltsbg@gmail.com and 

the Committee will have a look. 

The Cotswold Water Park 

      Plans are on hold for now but activities will resume 

when we are able. We are working closely with the 

Cotswold Lakes Trust and Lower Mill Estate to see 

whether we might organize at least one bat walk and 

some acoustic monitoring. 

We need your help 

     The Committee may ask for members to help us in 

the coming year. We are currently looking into some 

specific roles or tasks that members might take on, 

including the compilation and editing of this 

newsletter. We’ll talk about this at the AGM, but why 

not express your interest? Usual email 

wiltsbg@gmail.com 

Data is still important 

     Please send any Wiltshire bat records into the 

County Recorder . This is still the major way in which 

we all contribute to bat conservation in Wiltshire. 

Knowing what species are where, or more importantly 

where they aren’t is essential. We have 50K+ records 

and counting but still lots of blank space where we 

have no records at all. 

BCT South West Bat Conference 2021 

    Jenny Bennett our Secretary represented the WBG 

giving a 5 minute update to conference attendees. 

Online events  

     In partnership with Avon Bat Group, we held a series 

of winter talks to provide engagement and education 

opportunities for bat group members as well as the 

wider public. We hosted talks by Daniel Hargreaves, Dr 

Dani Linton, Prof Fiona Mathews, Nils Bouillard,  Kieran 

O’Malley and Dr Stuart Newson.  

     These events have engaged and educated several 

hundred participants and have raised hundreds of 

pounds to support the work of the two bat groups and 

the projects/charities of choice of the speakers. Thank 

you to all speakers and to all who contributed to these 

events.  

mailto:wiltsbg@gmail.com
mailto:wiltsbg@gmail.com
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Covid-19  and how it affected bat work in 

2020 

 

     The Covid-19 pandemic, and the resulting 

restrictions on human activities and movements, 

undoubtedly impacted recording activities for a wide 

range of species groups in 2020. This was doubly so for 

groups monitoring mammals such as bat due to 

additional restrictions upon mammal recorders 

(whether voluntary recorders or professional 

ecologists). These additional restrictions were a result 

of confirmation of a theoretical risk of infection of 

mammal populations with Covid-19, which was latterly 

confirmed by infection of mink in fur farms, ferrets, 

domestic cats and dogs and zoo animals including lions 

and gorillas.  

     The guidance disseminated by organisations 

including Defra, PTES, Bat Conservation Trust and 

Mammal Society, basically asked for non-essential 

monitoring to cease where it involved handling and 

working in close proximity to places of rest/shelter (bat 

roosts, nests, holts, setts etc) where ever possible, and 

where works were to proceed that a detailed risk 

assessment be followed, and mitigation employed.  

     2020 therefore saw significant changes in bat group 

activities as we sought to prevent infection of wild bat 

populations. This was especially pertinent in light of a 

surge in bat persecution incidents across the globe, and 

an increase in contacts from concerned members of 

the public, following the news of a potential link 

between SARS-Cov-19 and a similar virus found in bats 

in China. A campaign was launched, Don’t Blame the 

Bats, to dispel myths and misinformation and to 

promote positive messages of bats and bat 

conservation.  

     The restrictions were especially felt by bat workers. 

The bat group has bat box monitoring on at least 10 

sites in the county and most of these were not able to 

proceed in 2020 since most are considered to be ‘non-

essential’ under the guidance. These box schemes 

generate significant data upon a number of rare 

species including Bechstein’s bat and Barbastelle bat, 

as well as providing training opportunities for bat 

group members.  

 

     The bat group undertakes a number of trapping 

surveys of bats during the monitoring of breeding sites 

and autumn swarming sites across the county, often 

contributing to radiotracking studies. Almost none of 

these surveys were able to proceed, as again these 

surveys are considered non-essential under the 

guidance, again resulting in significant gaps in datasets. 

     Perhaps more significantly, hibernation surveys of 

the various stone mines across the county, many of 

which are SSSIs, and part of SACs (so therefore 

supporting nationally - and internationally-important 

populations) were also not monitored during winter 

2020-21; this likewise represents significant gaps in 

datasets.  (It’s worth noting that some commercial 

surveys proceeded where they were considered 

‘essential’, for example, where contributing to 

development proposals or post-development 

monitoring).  

     There was, therefore, a significant downturn in 

recording activity relating to traditional projects run by 

the bat group in 2020 and so our attention turned to 

promoting alternative methods of data collection, 

partly to occupy volunteers who would otherwise be 

engaged in our projects, and partly to promote 

recording in under-recorded parts of the county. Data 

are still being compiled but at this stage it would 

appear that 2020 will be a bumper year for records 

submitted by the bat group through these means. 

     It was a very different year. Gaps in some long-term 

datasets but also a lot of new data collected for new 

sites. It’s not all bad news and the feeling amongst 

some volunteers that “literally nothing happened” in 

2020 is simply untrue.  

 

The County Recorders’ Report and 

highlights for 2020 

   

Tiger team surveys 

     A second round of square-bashing surveys were 

initiated encouraging members to undertake detector 

surveys close to home (thereby following government 

guidelines), and in some cases, in under-recorded parts 

of the county. Data is still being compiled. As part of 

this, widespread passive acoustic monitoring, i.e. with 

https://www.bats.org.uk/news/2020/08/dont-blame-bats-campaign-launch
https://www.bats.org.uk/news/2020/08/dont-blame-bats-campaign-launch
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static detectors, was undertaken at sites across the 

county.  

Chalke Valley Farmer Group  

     At the end of 2019, Simon Smart and I successfully 

fundraised for bat survey equipment for the Chalke 

Valley farmer Group, thanks to some match funding 

from Wiltshire Bat Group. A generous grant from the 

British Association of Shooting & Conservation enabled 

the purchase of a SongMeter Mini static bat detector 

and two Echo Meter Touch II handheld detectors. 

These detectors have been recording almost 

continuously across the Chalke Valley since the spring, 

and have generated considerable data! This builds 

neatly upon the monitoring undertaken there in 2019. 

This work has generated in excess of 150,000 sound 

files in 2020 alone.  

Nadder Valley Farmer Group  

      In late March 2020, as lockdown looked increasingly 

likely, static bat detectors were deployed to the River 

Nadder in Tisbury (another tributary of the Salisbury 

Avon) and remained in situ, recording, until early June! 

As may be expected for a river corridor, a high activity 

of bats was recorded, of 11 or more species, including 

both horseshoe bats. This is an under-recorded part of 

the county, so these records are very useful. 

  Sonogram of a greater horseshoe bat, a screenshot from an EchoMeter 

Touch. Acoustic bat surveys remained an excellent survey tool 

unaffected by the Covid-19 restrictions. © G Harris.  

We returned to Wallmead Farm, Tisbury, in the 

autumn, to deliver a guided bat walk for the Farmer 

Group members. Fully compliant with government 

guidance for Covid-19, the group was split into three 

smaller groups and WBG members led each group. 

Highlights of this event were serotine and a likely 

Leisler’s foraging over the meadows, with a fly-past of 

a Barbastelle bat too. And the usual array of noctule, 

pips and Myotis bats too. Thank you to Jenny Bennett 

and Mariko Whyte for assisting. 

Wiltshire Woodland Bat Project  
 
     A large volume of static monitoring and 
observational work was undertaken (avoiding the usual 
trapping surveys in order to comply with Covid 
guidance), generating significant data for woodlands in 
the south of Wiltshire previously not surveyed. Some 
of these data contributed to some planning casework 
where there was some concern over impacts to rare 
woodland bats and horseshoe bats. 
 
     Highlights included the recording of astonishing 
levels of Barbastelle activity in November in 2020 at a 
woodland near Chippenham, Barbastelle & Leisler’s bat 
activity at a small woodland on the edge of the 
Salisbury Plain military training area, and new records 
of greater & lesser horseshoe bat and Barbastelle bat 
at sites near East Knoyle. Transect surveys at a parkland 
site on Salisbury Plain recorded Barbastelle bats 
foraging at dusk.  
 

Bat group members  

     Finally, we thank the several bat group members 

and friends who have submitted very large volumes of 

sound files in 2019 and 2020 for sites across the county.  

     These members have, with only a modicum of 

guidance from the bat group, have spent a lot of time 

recording bats, often with the EM Touch detector, 

conducting walked transects around their local area 

and in their gardens. Thousands of records have been 

shared with us in 2020 allowing careful verification of 

these records, which include confirmed records of 

species such as greater horseshoe bat, lesser 

horseshoe bat, Barbastelle bat and Nathusius’ 

pipistrelle bat.  

     I am also grateful to a couple of bat group members 

who have aided with the analysis and verification of 

these records. Thank you to you all.  

     The efforts of recorders across the county in this 

way have proven to be invaluable – they have 

generated large number of sound files with detectors 

that GPS-stamp the sound files, allowing us to verify 

these records and produce extremely useful biological 

records from them. Please can I encourage more 
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people to explore their local area and submit records 

in this way. 

 

  

     South Wiltshire supports populations of 
greater horseshoe bat are considered to be of 
international importance centred upon the 
Special Area of Conservation at Chilmark Mines 
and Fonthill Grottoes SSSIs.  
 

 
Greater horseshoe bat – Daniel Hargreaves    

 

 
     Despite this importance for hibernation, little is 
known of breeding sites for greater horseshoe bat in 
South Wiltshire and little coordinated landscape-scale 
conservation has been undertaken. In October 2020, 
Simon Smart and I launched the South Wiltshire 
Greater Horseshoe Bat Project, in conjunction with 
Margaret Feneley (Natural England) and Professor 
Fiona Mathews (University of Sussex, Brighton), in 
order to focus conservation action in this area. 
 

     The aims of the project are simple; to locate more 

roosting sites of greater horseshoe bat (summer and 

winter roosts), and to promote improved land 

management in proximity to these roosting sites.  

     Greater horseshoe bats are known to be especially 

reliant upon pastures and the dung beetles associated 

with them and so we are planning dung beetle surveys 

in the target areas too. 

     There are several strands to this project, including 

community engagement, land management advice, 

dung beetle & bat survey.  Fieldwork was undertaken 

in 2019 and 2020 contributing to, and culminating in, 

in the launch of this project. This includes monitoring 

of 2 new hibernation sites and reinstating monitoring 

at a site where monitoring had lapsed.  

      We are currently fundraising for the construction of 

a new bat house, designed by Colin Morris, at a site 

near Salisbury, and undertaking repairs to a grille to a 

hibernation site not far from Shaftesbury.  

     Linked to the horseshoe project, monitoring has 

commenced on three new maternity sites for lesser 

horseshoe bat too – one of these is one of the larger 

maternity colonies in the county.  

     Transect surveys and static monitoring surveys were 

undertaken at Standlynch Farm, recording greater 

horseshoe bats over the flood meadows of the River 

Avon and Barbastelle bats foraging over Aberdeen 

Angus cattle. Survey work was undertaken throughout 

the year in The Donheads recording a suite of species 

including horseshoe bats and Barbastelle bat. 

Gareth Harris County Recorder 2021 

 

 

   Greater horseshoe bat – Daniel Hargreaves    

South Wiltshire Greater Horseshoe Bat 

Project  
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    Wiltshire Bare Care (WBC) was born from the ashes 

of my hopes and dreams for 2020. Ok, that’s a tad 

melodramatic, but my penchant for waxing lyrical 

aside, it had been identified at the last ‘in person’ 

Wiltshire Bat Group (WBG) AGM November 2019 that 

a formalised bat care network didn’t exist in Wiltshire 

and from discussions with our neighbouring counties’ 

care groups, one was welcomed!  

     With the help of neighbouring counties’ care 

networks and experienced trainers, the WBG 

Committee and WBG members, WBC is now being 

registered as an official county care network for 

receiving calls from the BCT Helpline, and great 

relationships have been built with Wiltshire Wildlife 

Hospital and Oak and Furrows RSCP for receiving bats 

(as well as countless veterinary surgeries in Wiltshire). 

     WBC also has use of a flight cage which my partner 

and myself have built this year. An old aviary kitted out 

for smaller, more escape prone residents, the flight has 

been used to flight train and soft release 20 juvenile 

pipistrelles (P.pip and P.pyg) from a farm in Royal 

Wootton Bassett.  

     I personally have had over 100 bats (8 species) in 

care this year alone (from ‘fresh’ pups requiring 

frequent feeds, successful and unsuccessful reunites), 

to longer term rehabbers from cat attacks, to the 

occasional male who overexerted himself during 

mating season and just needed a place to crash, a 

military Barbastelle, and soprano pipistrelle that liked 

to play hide and seek in an MG ZR. 

     It’s been an epic personal journey for me, but an 

exciting adventure with my fellow bat enthusiasts, and 

one that aims to, as the COVID situation allows, more 

direct communications with our communities about 

bat care and conservation (e.g. schools, community 

events etc) as this is where the true conservation value 

exists. 

     If you’d like to join WBC, irrespective of your 

experience (our goal is to find positions or trainers for 

those with genuine capacity and interest to help), 

please contact me at Wiltshirebatcare@gmail.com. 

WBC’s golden rule is ‘your time is your own!’. We 

appreciate any and all voluntary assistance and no one 

should ever be left feeling obliged. In centralising 

communications and calls from BCT and other avenues, 

we hope this can be achieved. 

Caitlin McCann April 2021 

 

 

     Over the last quarter of a century Wiltshire Bat 

Group members and bat workers from across the 

country have spent many hours each year 

studying and recording the bats at Box. Swarming 

surveys and hibernation checks are memorable 

events! 

     Quarry Woods, situated in the village of Box, sits 

above a network of historic limestone mines, which 

together form the ‘Box Mines’ SSSI and forms part of 

the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bat Special Area of 

Conservation. The woods are strongly valued by the 

Box community and beyond, who are keen to ensure 

the protection, enhancement, and accessibility needed 

for people and wildlife to thrive.  

     For many, the woods isn’t just a ‘nice place to visit 

once in a while’ but a daily feature of our lives. People 

in our community have described the site as “magical”, 

“absolutely beautiful” and “sacred”, as well as being 

A warm and long overdue welcome to 

Wiltshire Bat Care 

 
Serotine in care 2021 – C. McCann 

Quarry Woods: For Everyone, For the Future 

mailto:Wiltshirebatcare@gmail.com
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“inspired and helped by the woods”. Our sense of pride 

grew even stronger after learning about the ecological 

importance of the site from Gareth of Wiltshire Bat 

Group. The habitat supports Annex-2 bat species - 

including significant numbers of the hibernating 

greater horseshoe bat population each winter. 

     The ‘Friends of Quarry Woods’ group was formed in 

response to the recent auctioning of two parcels of our 

much-loved woodland. Given the community’s passion 

and connection to the woods, we are currently 

fundraising to achieve the following objectives: 

• to conserve the woods, its habitat and species; 

• to ensure the responsible stewardship and 

management of the woods;  

• preserve the rights of the public to access and 

enjoy the woods 

• considering and balancing the views of its 

diverse range of users to the best of our ability.  

     If necessary in order to achieve our objectives, the 

community intends to acquire part or all of the woods.  

If you would like to learn more, donate, get in touch, or 

join our efforts, you can find us via the links below. We 

strongly value the depth of ecological knowledge held 

by Wiltshire Bat Group and would love to share this 

with the wider Box community to encourage village-

wide pride in our resident bats! 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofquarrywoods  

GoFundMe: https://gofund.me/e6aa0191 

Isobel Taylor, Box March 2021 

 

 

 

     Following the success of surveys carried out by 

Gareth Harris on behalf of the Chalke Valley Farmer 

Cluster during summer 2019 (see Wiltshire Bat Group 

newsletter Spring 2020) members of the Cluster were 

keen to continue to improve their knowledge of the 

distribution of bats within the Valley.  An opportunity 

to do this arose with a generous grant from The British 

Association for Shooting and Conservation (BASC) for a 

static bat detector a SongMeter MiniBat and two hand-

held full spectrum bat detectors Echo Meter Touch 2 

Pros. The difference was made up by a grant from 

Wiltshire Bat Group and the Cluster themselves. 

     Throughout the spring and summer, the Echo 

Meters have been shared around Cluster members 

who have used them on their farms, often adding 

another dimension to their summer walks with the 

dog! The SongMeter Mini has been located throughout 

the Valley in a range of sites including areas of species-

rich chalk grassland, the River Ebble corridor and areas 

of woodland including Vernditch Chase and 

Harewarren. We are continuing to deploy the Song 

Meter Mini throughout the winter so we can 

contribute to a winter bat activity survey being run by 

Lyndon Roberts from Alar Ecology (see here on 

Facebook). 

     The data from April, May and June was very kindly 

processed by Gareth and Craig Brakes (thank you for 

their time and expertise). So far 12 species of bat have 

been recorded including Barbastelle, lesser horseshoe 

and Leisler’s bat – we have continued to record the 

high level of Barbastelle activity that we have come to 

expect in the Chalke Valley (with known or suspected 

breeding sites in woodlands to the north and south of 

the Chalke Valley).  

     Obviously, the purpose of improving our knowledge 

of bat species presence on farmland is to use this to 

inform improvements in habitat for those bat species. 

For example, on one farm near Broad Chalke the 

farmer is preparing to plant over 1.5km of hedgerow 

this winter to improve connectivity between the River 

Ebble and areas of woodland on the farm. 

     Additionally, as part of the project funding BASC 

requested that a guidance note is produced to detail 

how shoots can manage habitats to encourage bats. 

 
Quarry Woods, Box – I. Taylor 

Chalke Valley Farmers – more happening in 

2021 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofquarrywoods
https://gofund.me/e6aa0191
https://www.facebook.com/UKwinterbats
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Farmers, landowners and gamekeepers have real 

opportunities to positively influence habitat for bats in 

areas such as the Chalke Valley. 

 

      SongMeter  near Ebbesbourne Wake in the Chalke Valley. S. Smart  

Simon Smart – Chalke Valley Farmers 

 

 

 

Wiltshire has a really good and widespread  

population of Barbastelle bats, and now this year 

we have a real opportunity to learn even more, 

and get a better scientific view of populations, 

habitat requirements and densities.  

     Kieran O’Malley is a PhD research student working 

from Sussex University Brighton, and is undertaking 

research on Barbastelles in southern England.  

     Research will be focussed on four key areas in 

southern England within the range of Barbastelle bat, 

of which one is South Wiltshire. He is looking to survey 

40 or so woodlands of various size classes during 

summer 2021 using static bat detectors. A number of 

bat detectors will be deployed for 3 or more nights in 

each woodland (the number of detectors depending on 

the size of the woodland) with the aim of recording 

Barbastelle bat activity in the first hour after sunset. 

Data will be analysed to infer activity levels and 

presence, enabling analysis of distribution and habitat 

data to better understand habitat requirements and 

distribution within the landscape.  

     Following Wiltshire Bat Group’s extensive fieldwork 

for Barbastelle bat in recent years, we are delighted to 

be supporting Kieran’s research, for example by 

providing introductions to landowners to arrange 

access, and assisting with the recruitment of 

volunteers.  

      Kieran is keen to hear from potential volunteers 

interested in helping. Further details on the volunteer 

roles may be found here: 

 Vincent Wildlife Trust website . 

For more information Please contact Kieran O’Malley: 

 ko255@sussex.co.uk 

Information about volunteering, please speak to Laura 

Lawrance-Owen, the Volunteering and Community 

Engagement Officer, Vincent Wildlife Trust: 

 lauralawrance-owen@vwt.org.uk 

Further information may be found here:  

Monitoring for the ‘Near Threatened’ barbastelle – The 

Vincent Wildlife Trust (vwt.org.uk) 

Barbastelle – Paul Colley 

 

 

Barbastelle study 2021 

 

https://www.vwt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/VWT-BarbastelleWoodlandSurveyor_VolunteerRoleSummary.pdf
mailto:ko255@sussex.co.uk
mailto:lauralawrance-owen@vwt.org.uk
https://www.vwt.org.uk/research-all/monitoring-for-the-near-threatened-barbastelle/?fbclid=IwAR32OUuRdZmvCEdG4KZttj4d5KCjM4PMh3xN01T0uZX4JhfkcTZbP1kqRZc
https://www.vwt.org.uk/research-all/monitoring-for-the-near-threatened-barbastelle/?fbclid=IwAR32OUuRdZmvCEdG4KZttj4d5KCjM4PMh3xN01T0uZX4JhfkcTZbP1kqRZc
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     Without doubt, 2021 will be much like 2020 – 

guidance relating to Covid-19 will continue to require 

some degree of caution relating to groups of people 

gathering (making group events such as bat box checks 

challenging and making person-to-person training 

difficult), whilst the guidance relating to survey and 

handling of wild mammals and their places of rest 

(including bat roosts) will remain in place to some 

degree.  

     At this stage, in April 2021, nothing has changed in 

this regard and it remains imperative that we protect 

and safeguard wild mammal populations by minimising 

unnecessary handling, disturbance and entry to 

roosting sites. (There will be exceptions to this, when 

certain works are considered essential and its 

considered necessary to proceed, and when the 

necessary safeguarding will permit it).  

     But, of course, bat work will continue in 2021 and 

there are exciting projects coming up to get involved 

in. Unless the situation changes it will again be a 

“different” year with fewer bat box checks, fewer 

trapping surveys, few hibernation surveys, but we can 

still do bat work. And we can still continue to promote 

positive messages for bat conservation, especially after 

the negative press arising from Covid-19.  

     There are still projects to get involved in and if you 

have your own kit there are further ways you can get 

involved. If you own or have access to full spectrum 

recording detectors (e.g. many bat group members 

now own Echo Meter Touch detectors to use with 

smartphones or tablets) and wish to conduct your own 

fieldwork, please get in touch to discuss priority sites 

and sites of interest. Fieldwork in villages, urban green 

spaces, canal towpaths, local nature reserves and so on 

– data from these sites would be immensely useful. 

And don’t presume that someone has already surveyed 

– I bet they haven’t!  

Static detector monitoring 

     The aim is to undertake static detector surveys of 

parts of the county currently considered to be under-

recorded. Such surveys could be done in back gardens 

or local nature reserves. Clearly deploying and 

collecting static detectors is the easy bit – the challenge 

is in analysing the considerable volumes of data that 

they can generate. For this reason, we have spent the 

winter testing the BTO Acoustic Pipeline, and recently 

purchased subscriptions for this season. Data will be 

uploaded to the pipeline for analysis and then checked 

afterwards to confirm and verify records. 

     The bat group has purchased 2 new SongMeter 

MiniBat static detectors, which initially will be used in 

South Wiltshire on the South Wiltshire Greater 

Horseshoe Bat project, but these will be made available 

for use elsewhere in the county. Sites for deployment 

will be discussed with the bat group to ensure that they 

fit with recording priorities, for example we’re keen to 

encourage recording in under-recorded parts of the 

county, rather than repeat surveys of well-recorded 

sites.  

      If members have their own full-spectrum bat 

detectors (including the Echo Meter Touch), and wish 

to deploy them to agreed sites, then we’re happy to 

discuss receiving these data to process through our 

Acoustic Pipeline accounts (but note that detectors 

MUST be full spectrum detectors). A condition of 

borrowing bat group equipment is that all of the data 

collected is made available to us – so please ensure 

that you have landowner permission to access sites and 

please ensure all data are provided with an accurate 

grid reference.  

Thanks, and let’s make 2021 a good year for bat 

records in Wiltshire. 

Gareth Harris County Recorder 

     Although this edition of your newsletter focuses on 

the Covid-19 situation and the issues arising, as Gareth 

points out in his articles good work was done in 

Wiltshire in 2020. We need to carry this forward now 

and focus on the positive things we can do in 2021. 

Whether this is supporting the Committee or in 

detector transects and surveys, please get involved if 

you can and contact us on the usual email addresses. 

     We are on all the social media platforms, Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram, and on the Wiltshire Mammal 

Portal where we post minutes, newsletters and 

notices. 

Wiltshire Bat Group | Wiltshire Mammal Portal 

(wordpress.com) 

Looking ahead to 2021 and beyond 

And finally…… 

https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/wiltshire-bat-group/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/wiltshire-bat-group/
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     As always there are a host of people to thank, 

especially our members who continue to donate, 

renew and fund raise, thank you! every penny this year 

has gone towards good causes, equipment and bat 

conservation in Wiltshire. 

     None of our surveys or events can happen without a 

lot of cooperation. Businesses, Statutory Bodies, 

multiple land owners, individual donors, farmers, 

consultancies, interest groups, project leaders, invited 

speakers and members of the Wiltshire Bat Group, all 

played a major part in supporting our conservation 

efforts in 2020.  

In no particular order we gratefully acknowledge the 

help, funding and support of: 

Forestry England 
 
Natural England 
 
Avon Bat Group  
 
Black Sheep Countryside Management  
 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
 
Cotswold lakes Trust & Lower Mill Estate  
 
Swift Ecology / Ecotype Genetics  
 
Bat Conservation Trust  
 
Pewsey Downs, Nadder Valley and Chalke Valley 
farmers groups 
 
The Ramsbury Estate 
 
Sustainable Warminster community group 
 
The numerous landowners supporting our work 
through access for surveys and monitoring 
 
Daniel Hargreaves and Paul Colley for the use of their 
photographs 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We can be contacted at any time via email: 

wiltsbg@gmail.com 

For any membership enquiries: 

wiltsbgmembership@gmail.com 

Wiltshire Bat Care on: 

wiltshirebatcare@gmail.com 

Send your bat records to: 

wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com 

If you want to read more about Wiltshire mammals and 

in particular the status of our bat populations please 

see: 

mammals-in-wiltshire_2nd-edition_available to 

download free here 

Thank you, and until next year. 

Your Committee 

Laura Mullholland – Chair   

Jenny Bennett -  Secretary  

Gareth Harris – County Recorder 

Caitlin McCann – Wiltshire Bat Care coordinator 

Will Ponting – Membership and Treasurer 
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mailto:wiltshirebatcare@gmail.com
mailto:wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com
https://wiltshiremammals.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/mammals-in-wiltshire_2nd-edition_ver-1-0.pdf
https://wiltshiremammals.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/mammals-in-wiltshire_2nd-edition_ver-1-0.pdf

