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Welcome to the spring 2023 edition of the 

Wiltshire Mammal Group newsletter. This edition is 

packed with news of surveys, projects and events 

supporting the various mammals in Wiltshire over 

the past year. We hope you enjoy it. 
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Welcome 

2022 was an incredibly busy and productive year for the 

Wiltshire Mammal Group. We have been working hard 

on familiar projects like the harvest mouse and 

dormouse surveys while extending the geographic 

coverage to include some under-recorded parts of the 

county. 

 

Harvest Mouse Nest. Kind permission Gareth Harris 

We also have exciting news of a Hedgehog Survey we 

have been working on with a group of people from 

Codford near Warminster. On page 11 you will find 

photographs of the individually numbered spine tags we 

have been using to monitor their movements around 

the village. 

The Wiltshire Mammal Group’s programme of training 

and education saw online and in-person events 

including the fun concept of ‘A Pint of Science’. Robyn 

Owen ‘took one for the team’ by giving a presentation 

while the audience listened pint-in-hand! 

The Committee has expanded too. Robyn, who joined      

last year, is now involved in a number of projects and 
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events. Miranda Shirnia has taken on the role of Group 

Secretary and Louisa Kilgallen is our new Membership 

Secretary. 

There is so much more packed in this issue, we hope you 

enjoy it. 

Meet the Committee – and join in too!  

This year we have been introducing the WMG 

Committee to you through our Facebook page. We are 

a mixture of mammal experts and enthusiastic amateurs 

all working together for the sake of mammals in 

Wiltshire. 

This year we formally welcomed Robyn Owen to the 

committee at our AGM in August as Volunteer Events 

and Surveys Officer. Robyn has made such a significant 

contribution to WMG that she has now taken on the role 

of Acting Chair. 

We have also enrolled Louisa Kilgallen as Membership 

Secretary and Miranda Shirnia as Group Secretary. We 

are really pleased to have these new members on board 

but would really like some more people to join us so that 

we can expand our activities. 

Just like the current committee we need a mix of 

ecologists and keen organisers so we can carry out more 

surveys and educational events. It would also be good 

to get a range of people across the county. 

So, whether you could help with organising surveys, 

arranging talks or helping with the administration we’d 

love to hear from you. Please contact us on 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk  

  

For further information regarding the group, 

membership and recording please email: 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk  

or the relevant committee member:  

 

Robyn Owen (Acting Chair) 

wmgevents.info@gmail.com 

Miranda Shirnia (Group Secretary) 

wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk  

Lisa Wade (Treasurer & Membership) 

wmgmembership@gmail.com 

Robyn Owen (Events Officer) 

wmgevents.info@gmail.com 

Gareth Harris (County Recorder) 

wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com 

THE COMMITTEE 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
mailto:wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk


3 | Page 
 

www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com     Facebook: Wiltshire Mammal Group       

Twitter: @WiltsMammalGp… Instagram: wiltshire_mammal_group 

County Recorder’s Report  

Gareth Harris  

In the 2020 newsletter we outlined some of the 
challenges that arose in 2020 in response to the SARS-
CoV-19 pandemic. We discussed how to organise 
surveys to reduce the risks of infection to people as 
well as wild animals, particularly bats. 2020 was 
massively challenging from a pure mammal survey and 
monitoring perspective, but of course, the human race 
had bigger things to worry about. 

 

During 2022, survey and monitoring work continued to 
return to some degree of “normal” more akin to pre-
Covid19 levels. Although the guidance for 
mammalogists and bat workers remains in place to 
manage and minimise risks of native mammals catching 
Covid19 from people, groups are now used to routinely 
wearing the necessary PPE at all times and managing the 
risks. Team sizes on survey events are typically smaller, 
and some surveys are undertaken less frequently. 

 

Hazel Dormouse 

Hazel dormouse monitoring continued at almost all sites 
and was compliant with Covid-related guidance. As in 
previous years, over 20 sites are regularly monitored for 
dormice across Wiltshire; some of these are 
coordinated by mammal group members, others are 
coordinated by local groups specific to their sites (such 
as Wildlife Trust reserves, National Trust sites and so 
on). During 2022 the Group used the new dormouse 
footprint tunnel methodologies to assess dormouse 
activity; at one site where dormouse are well known, 
the tunnels were used to assess activity levels on 
different hedgerows and habitats across the site; on a 
second site, a Wildlife Trust reserve, the tunnels were 
used to try to establish if dormouse continued to be 
present but unfortunately, the weight of evidence now 
suggests they are extinct at this location. At a third site 
they were also used to assess for presence. Our thanks 
to those delivering these surveys and to Stella Maddock 
whose kind donation in memory of her late mother, a 
group member, enabled the purchase of this 
equipment. 

 

Harvest Mouse 

WMG continued with its ongoing programme of 
harvest mouse nest surveys in 2022, delivering 7 
training/survey events across the county (mostly 

targeting under-recorded areas), involving over 60 
people, and finding over 40 nests. 
A huge thank you to all who helped this year, both 
leading and attending events, and in particular to the 
landowners who kindly host us. This year, once again, 
our surveys were part of the Mammal Society’s 
national harvest mouse survey, which you can read 
more about here: 
https://www.mammal.org.uk/science.../harvest-
mouse-project/ 

 

Interesting to note that we found many fewer nests 
than in 2021 (despite doing more events) and this is in 
part (I think) attributed to the weather conditions of 
summer 2022 - the prolonged drought resulted in much 
of the long grass dying back prematurely, and in some 
parts of the county, grass fires too. Interestingly, the 
warm wet autumn saw the vegetation growing season 
somewhat extended in 2022, and as a result, freshly 
woven, green nests of harvest mice were recorded well 
into December, and occupied nests were found in late 
November. Whilst unusual weather is not uncommon 
these days, it does FEEL like 2022 has been a tough year 
for wildlife such as harvest mice (but no I can’t support 
that with hard data, so don’t give me a hard time!). 

 

Elsewhere in the county, Anna Forbes and the Action for 
River Kennett (ARK) Project, conducted further surveys 
at their reserve, Stonebridge Meadows, in 
Marlborough, following the successes of 2020. 

 

 

Hedgehogs 

2022 saw Wiltshire Mammal Group launch a new study 
of hedgehogs. This was following an invite to promote 
hedgehog conservation to a local gardening club in 2021 
and led to a partnership project with many of the 
villagers here supporting us. A Natural England project 
licence was secured enabling us to catch and apply 

  
 

 
Picture by kind permission 

of Steve Deeley 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MammalSociety/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUcPgvSKmLcEleqnXx10ScrV0rEZQ34rVvQhJL-apcRDWdsgkNqmB7RjmQ46kiTc-VtB38MTissJ-zVqrX4YD31H0AhudCU6I8vH1dhqHJ_hmrw9XVcPasa9cnGJJ5sAiVl2LVZw3tww9MxjNtqieUDuHWAVAnOPs1CLsFMXG8dSKdFJAP14OOkIy84SY6sdEg&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.mammal.org.uk/science.../harvest-mouse-project/
https://www.mammal.org.uk/science.../harvest-mouse-project/
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individually numbered spine tags to a small number of 
hedgehogs. During the pilot study in 2022 we tagged 25 
animals and monitored the movements of most of these 
animals, supported by a network of villagers with 
hedgehog feeding stations and a few camera traps, 
supplemented by weekly walked transects. 

 

There are two key aspects to this work; firstly the people 
engagement aspects providing opportunities for 
promoting hedgehog conservation, and secondly 
developing the evidence base to support habitat and 
land management improvements. We plan to continue 
this work in 2023. 

 

Water Vole Survey 

WMG is increasingly concerned about the health of 
water vole populations in the county and has raised 
these concerns with relevant organisations. Catchment-
scale water vole surveys were undertaken widely in the 
county in the 2000s-2010s by organisations such as the 
Wildlife Trust, but survey activity has declined since 
then, largely due to a lack of resource to do so. 
Consequently, water vole records are becoming 
increasingly out-of-date. Greater survey efforts are 
required in the county from all parts of the environment 
sector. 

 

Water Vole by kind permission Steve Deeley 

Mustelids 

As in the previous year, 2022 saw widespread reports of 
otters, and only a small number (in relative terms) of 
polecat, stoat and weasel. The current dearth of rabbits 
across the county MUST surely be impacting these 
species. 

American mink were reported, and trapped, at a 
number of locations. We strongly encourage submission 
of sightings of mink and their field signs, and we’re keen 
to hear from keepers and land managers undertaking 
mink control – mink control has an absolutely essential 
role in water vole conservation. 

 

Rabbit & Brown Hare 

Rabbit numbers remained low as in previous years 
across much of the county, although the spring offered 
signs of recovery, numbers had largely crashed again by 
the autumn. There were localised reports of apparently 
healthy numbers. 

 

As rabbit numbers remain low, I wonder what impact 
this has upon our predators, especially stoat and polecat 
(but not forgetting red fox and avian predators too) and 
can only presume times are tough for them too. I would 
therefore encourage people to keep an eye on their 
local rabbit populations – conduct regular counts of 
adults and juveniles on your regular walks and see if 
they show signs of recovery. 

 

Details of the research relating to disease in brown 
hares including details of how to report them, and how 
to submit their carcasses for research at the University 
of East Anglia, may be found here: URGENT: Disease in 
Brown Hares; your help needed. Dr Diana Bell and her 
team at the University of East Anglia, who is leading the 
research on hares, reiterated the need to remain 
vigilant and to continue reporting instances of 
dead/dying/diseased hares. 

 

Eurasian Beaver 

A 2022 round-up cannot be complete without mention 
of beavers. It seems that beaver numbers in the county 
have reached the threshold at which more and more 
people are actually noticing them, after a period of 
several years in which they stayed largely under the 
radar of most people. So, it’s worth reiterating that 
beavers haven’t “suddenly” arrived in the county and 
neither have they been recently released here 
(although they may have moved in from elsewhere!). 
 

In the future, there will need to be greater planning 
and partnership working as the county welcomes, and 
adapts once more, to returning beavers. We stand to 
gain much from their wetland engineering but it’s 
imperative that nature conservation bodies work 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/2022/01/05/urgent-disease-in-brown-hares-your-help-needed-2/
https://wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/2022/01/05/urgent-disease-in-brown-hares-your-help-needed-2/
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together to support landowners and problem-solve 
together where and when required. 

 
In the meantime, everyone is encouraged to please 
report beavers and their field signs to Wiltshire 
Mammal Group to help us monitor their distribution 
and colonisation of the county. If people are worried 
about disclosing locations in a public form or recording 
system, then please contact me directly to discuss 
(wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com). 

 

Recording & Submitting Records 

Recording activity is generally increasing, with more 
records submitted each year, in particular via online 
platforms such as iRecord and the Mammal Society’s 

Mammal Mapper app. 
Added to this, a 
number of recording 
schemes recently 
transferred 
considerable records 
onto iRecord for its 
verifiers to address, 
check and verify – most 
notably in 2022, this 
included the British 
Trust for Ornithology 
who made available 
many tens of 
thousands of non-bird 
records collected 
during surveys that its 
volunteers undertake. 

Submitting records is 
the easiest and quickest way to get involved in what 
we do at the Wiltshire Mammal Group. There are a 
variety of ways to do this  – iRecord and the Mammal 
Society’s Mammal Mapper app will be our preferred 
henceforth, although Living Record is still supported. 
Several members send in regular updates via our 
template recording spreadsheet. 

A Pint of Science 

Robyn Owen 

Pubs and chatting about science, now there’s an 
Einstein idea! Well, he can’t take credit for this one. 
Kudos instead goes to the inspired brains of Dr Praveen 
Paul and Dr Michael Motskin who, in 2012, came up 
with the idea to bring the science to the people in a 
way that we could really relate to - pint in hand. Pint of 

Science is a grassroots non-profit organisation and 
since its conception, now takes place in almost 500 
cities worldwide. Out of the white labs and stuffy 
lecture theatres and into welcoming public houses, 
bringing science and people together in a friendly 
space. 

I was introduced to Pint 
of Science by Yasmin 
Surani, who I’d met at 
the WMG’s 2021 harvest 
mouse surveys. She was 
one of the coordinators 
for Pint of Science and 
asked if I'd like to do a 
talk on mammal 
conservation and of 
course I said yes!  

I focused my talk on how 
anyone and everyone 
can be a mammal 
scientist. I introduced 
the audience to the 
Mammal Mapper App and took them through the 
weird and wonderful ways mammals leave clues for us 
in the environment. From tiny teeth marks in nuts, to 
footprints in mud and wonderfully weaved nests I 
showed the audience how to spot and record mammal 
signs and of course it was only appropriate to do a pub 
quiz on ‘who did that poo!’. Lucky I didn't bring a show 
and tell for that one!  

It was great fun, with lots of laughs, interesting 
questions and a whole pub full of people downloading 
a new App to play with in the great outdoors. A few 
weeks after the event Yasmin told me that a young 
individual from that audience had said that they now 
aspire to be a conservationist when they grow up. For 
me, there is no better result! My pint glass was well 
and truly full. 

Wiltshire Bat Group will be presenting this year. Find 
out more here: https://pintofscience.co.uk/ 

Trialling dormouse footprint tunnel 

survey methodologies 

Gareth Harris 

Last winter, Wiltshire Mammal Group was fortunate to 
be the recipient of a small grant from Stella Maddock,      
daughter of Alison Maddock. Alison was an active 
mammal group member who passed away in 2016.      
Stella wished to support our work in memory of her 
late mother. 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
mailto:wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
https://www.mammal.org.uk/volunteering/mammal-mapper/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
https://www.mammal.org.uk/volunteering/mammal-mapper/
https://livingrecord.net/
https://pintofscience.co.uk/
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With Stella’s support we used some of the grant to 
purchase equipment for undertaking dormouse 
footprint tunnel surveys, trialling this method on two 
sites in the county. I was also involved in using this 
method at a third site too. 

The first of these sites was part of an existing 
dormouse monitoring project, led by Kip D’Aucourt. 
Dormice have been monitored here for several years 
using a complex of small woodlands and hedgerows. 
Footprint tunnels were used to supplement existing 
nest boxes & survey tubes, to survey additional areas 
away from the known positive sites. Although the 
tunnels didn’t produce any positive dormouse results, 
this supported the negative results produced by the 
nest boxes & nest tubes in the same area. 

Dormice are still found in the core woodlands at this 
location, and monitoring continues – but this was a 
useful way to survey nearby sites. 

The second of the sites was a woodland in the Braydon 
Forest, north Wiltshire located between Royal 
Wootton Bassett and Malmesbury. Dormice used to be 
found in the Braydon Forest, but monitoring in recent 
years has failed to record any evidence. With no clear 
reason why, this species may have been lost, the 
mammal group has intensified survey efforts at several 
locations. This has included surveys using traditional 
nest boxes and nesting tubes at 3 locations, and also 
footprint tunnels at a fourth location. 

Jacqui Cockram used footprints for several months at a 
site where dormice were recorded around 10 years ago 
– the habitat and the management remains suitable, 
but there have been no recent records. The footprint 
tunnels produced no positive results unfortunately, but 
again, it’s a useful way to confirm previous results 
using different methods. 

The third site is another site where dormice have been 
monitored for a few years – this small population is 
using farmland hedgerows and has been monitored by 
me on behalf of a client. The population is small and so 
using nest boxes and nesting tubes we encountered 
evidence of dormice only very occasionally. We used 
footprint tunnels to survey for dormice in each of the 
hedgerows around the site, to assess for their presence 
and try to gauge activity levels. (In this example, the 
numbers of tubes with footprints over time was used 
as a proxy of activity levels – but clearly, using 
footprint tunnels tells you nothing of the numbers of 
mice present). 

Remarkably, the footprint tunnels worked better than 
expected and we were able to prove use of some of 

the hedgerows by dormice within only a week or two 
of deployment. Where this was done, we moved 
cohorts of footprint tunnels to new hedgerows to 
enable additional surveys, and typically we confirmed 
dormice here too. One set of tunnels was left in place 
for the duration of the survey (May to August) to see 
how usage varied through the season. 

 

Characteristic Footprints of Hazel Dormouse. G Harris 2022. 

 

The nest boxes and nesting tubes were left in place and 
monitored during this time too. 

The good thing about this approach was that we were 
able to demonstrate that dormice were actively using 
these hedgerows, with evidence found on multiple 
stretches of hedgerow throughout the season. 
Interestingly, usage of the tunnels was greatest in May 
& June and declined after this time, even when 
footprint tunnels were left in place for the duration of 
the surveys and not moved. 

Interestingly, monitoring with nest boxes and nest 
tubes found only a single confirmed dormouse nest in 
the same period. 

One particular difficulty in 2022 for all of the projects 
was the prolonged period of high temperatures. In 
fact, at my own site, I resorted to weekly checks of the 
footprint tunnels to ensure the ink didn’t dry out for 
too long. 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
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Characteristic Footprints of Hazel Dormouse. G Harris 2022. 

Dormouse footprint tunnels are a superb tool for 
surveying for dormice, especially where you have the 
time and resource to undertake weekly/fortnightly 
checks for a few months, and perhaps especially useful 
where personnel don’t have a Natural England survey 
licence. But this method can be very time consuming! 

Wiltshire Mammal Group is embarking on further 
surveys using this method in 2023. If you’d like to help, 
or have sites you’d like to survey, please get in touch. 

With thanks to all involved in these projects, especially 
Kip D’Aucourt, Jacqui Cockram and Claire Neale. And      
special thanks to Stella Maddock. 

 

A Winter Walk near Malmesbury 

Louisa Kilgallen 

Twelve spirited mammal group members came 
together for a beautiful walk in the frozen Wiltshire 
landscape, around Norton and Foxley, near Malmsbury 
on 10th December 2022. Although very cold (4 degrees 
C at best), it was bright, crisp and sunny, perfect 
visibility for long range mammal sightings and picking 
up signs on the ground and in amongst vegetation. We 
were lucky to have Peter Thompson, Gareth Harris and 
Lisa Wade leading the walk which meant we made 
numerous new mammal records through direct 
sightings, tracks and signs, including brown hare, 
harvest mouse, badger, field vole, fox, rabbit, mole and 
roe deer. All of these were captured on the Mammal 
Mapper app which I offered, despite being new to the 
app, to input on my phone as we were walking. Using 
the app couldn't have been easier and I recommend it 
to anyone who hasn't yet used or downloaded it. There 
was also an interesting display of farmland birds such 
as yellowhammer, linnet, skylark, winter thrushes as 

well as raptors including a hunting merlin, kestrel, 
sparrowhawk and red kite. The walk was an 
opportunity for new members to find out more about 
the group. All manner of wildlife questions were 
raised. None was considered too basic and many led to 
interesting conversations and exchanges of ideas. As is 
often the case on a wildlife walk, it lasted a little longer 
than the planned 2 and a half hours but there was the 
opportunity to break off halfway through for those 
who needed to leave early. 
 
This was the group's second winter walk to under-
recorded parts of the county and was a great way to 
show how easy it is to generate additional records, 
while up-skilling members at the same time. We hope 
these walks encourage people to feel more confident 
about going out into the countryside and contributing 
records both on their own and as part of group 
activities. We're hoping to plan another walk in the 
Spring so keep a lookout on Facebook for details. 

 
Our thanks go to the Vine Tree at Norton for the use of 
their car park, warm welcome and the amazing lunch 
that some of us stayed for. 
 

 

  

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
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Recording Eurasian Beavers in Wiltshire 

Gareth Harris 

Eurasian beavers have been “in the wild” in Wiltshire 
for some time – and I think many people would be 
surprised to learn for how long! In the past year or 
two, it is clear that beavers have become much more 
noticeable and field signs much easier to spot. As 
county recorder, I have been receiving records from 
mammologists for some time, and I’ve engaged with a 
number of farmers/landowners on the issue over 
recent years. 

As outlined elsewhere in this newsletter, beavers have 
therefore not “suddenly” arrived, nor been recently 
released at a site within the county (as far as we 
know!) In fact, they have probably been breeding and 
managing to stay under the radar until recently when                
people have suddenly noticed them, whether because 
density of field signs have become more obvious, or 
because they have moved into more populated areas. 

How you can help 

Going forwards, therefore, some thoughts for 
consideration. 

Firstly, please report beavers and their field signs to 
Wiltshire Mammal Group to help us monitor their 
distribution and colonisation of the county. Records 
can be submitted via iRecord, Mammal Mapper app or 
by email directly to me. 

If people are worried about disclosing locations in a 
public form or recording system, then please contact 
me directly to discuss (wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com). 

In the excitement of seeing beaver field signs in the 
county for the first time, many people have been 
reporting the information to multiple places and 
multiple people. Please just report your sightings to 
one place, ideally to Wiltshire Mammal Group – rest 
assured that we share the information with partners 
such as Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre 
and others and feed the information into wider work. 

Please also consider the impacts of human disturbance 
upon beavers – The Beaver Trust have very helpfully 
published their Beaver Code to promote responsible 
interactions with beaver, and this can be viewed here: 
https://beavertrust.org/the-beaver-code/. 

Whilst beavers may now be found in populated places 
across Europe, they may still be prone to disturbance, 
by, for example, dogs off-the-lead, or people getting 
too close (including people wishing to take a closer 
look at wild beavers). Give them the respect they 

deserve (like any other wildlife) and revel in their 
arrival in the county. 

A beaver dam (Wiltshire, 2022) G Harris 

 

Beaver Lodge.  G Harris 

 

Feeding signs, Semington Brook, 2023 G Harris 

Going forwards, there will need to be greater planning 
and partnership working as the county welcomes, and 
adapts once more, to returning beavers. We stand to 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
mailto:wiltsbatrecords@gmail.com
https://beavertrust.org/the-beaver-code/
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gain much from their wetland engineering but it’s 
imperative that nature conservation bodies work 
together to support landowners and problem-solve 
together where and when required. 

With that in mind, it’s worth iterating that the majority 
of farmers and landowners I have spoken to ae actually 
supportive of beaver conservation and would welcome 
engagement and support. 

Thank you to everyone who has been submitting 
records already, who are quietly keeping an eye on 
their local beavers – please carry on, your efforts are 
invaluable.  

 

Harvest Mouse Surveys 2022 

Robyn Owen, Peter Thompson, Gareth Harris 

Another fantastic year for harvest mouse training. 

As part of the Mammal Society’s National Harvest 
mouse survey, WMG held several training events 
across the county to train members and non-members 
in how and where to find harvest mouse nests. It’s 
always great fun and we really enjoy hearing when 
people have found harvest mice through their own 
surveys after the training. We enjoyed partnering up 
with our friends at Salisbury & District Natural History 
Society, whose members helped to survey the Avon 
valley nature reserve in Salisbury. Thanks go to Marc 
Read of Salisbury City Council who manages the Avon 
Valley Nature Reserve, the RSPB and the private 
landowners who allowed us to search for nests on their 
land.  

When deciding where to hold the surveys we try to 
choose areas that are under-recorded and spread them 
out across the County with the hope of making them 
more accessible. This year we surveyed the Monkton 
Farleigh Estate, Turks Farm near Malmesbury, Avon 
Valley Nature Reserve in Salisbury, farmland near 
Wexcombe, Pythouse near Tisbury, RSPB 
Winterbourne Downs and Found Outdoors (a rewilding 
site in Great Cheverell with meadows and woodland. 
We found 40 nests and engaged with over 60 people. 
Remember too, that the majority of these nests were 
found by people who had never ever seen a harvest 
mouse nest, let alone found one themselves! It was 
doubly rewarding that all of these nests were found in 
parts of the county that had no previous records for 
this species – so great work everyone! 

Interestingly a harvest mouse nest found in December 
was freshly constructed and still green. This is 

remarkably late for harvest mice to be still constructing 
nests in the sward. Perhaps the unseasonably warm 
autumn may have made up for a very hot summer - 
2022 may have been a tough year to be a harvest 
mouse! 

Keep up the amazing survey work and please share 
your findings with us! And do get in touch if you would 
like to host, take part in a training event next year, or 
just have a natter about these fascinating acrobats. 

And please don’t forget to submit your record, using 
the Mammal Mapper app! 

More information about the National Harvest Mouse 
survey can be found on the Mammal Society’s 
Website. https://www.mammal.org.uk/science-
research/harvest-mouse-project 

 

Harvest Mice Survey. Kind permission Peter Thompson 

  

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
https://www.mammal.org.uk/science-research/harvest-mouse-project/#:~:text=When%20is%20the%20next%20survey,long%20as%20you'd%20like
https://www.mammal.org.uk/science-research/harvest-mouse-project/#:~:text=When%20is%20the%20next%20survey,long%20as%20you'd%20like
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A Tale of, well, a tail…  

The team who monitor a NDMP site in Wiltshire have 
shared this tale of one particular individual female 
dormouse. It’s not uncommon to encounter dormice 
with tail stumps like this, but this is a particularly 
interesting tale…. so, they asked for the site not to be 
disclosed in order not to attract further attention to an 
already well-visited woodland location… 

An adult female dormouse was found in a nest box, in 
September 2016, with an adult male. She had a stump 
of tail (about half normal length) with 5mm length of 
bone exposed and raw wound. We wondered if she 
would survive. 

In October 2016 she was found with a different adult 
male and her stump had healed. 

In 2017 she was found in every month from May 
onwards, including with a juvenile female of 13.5g in 
September. Her stump of tail now had very long black 
hairs at the end, like a lion’s tail. 

 

Note the black hairs at the end of the short tail! 

In 2018 we first found her in June with an unmarked 
adult male. She was found alone in July and September 
but in October she was in a large breeding nest, of 
woven honeysuckle with lots of fresh green hazel and 
hawthorn leaves plus a few dead hazel and oak leaves, 
with 4 “eyes open” 8.0-8.5 g young. 

In 2019 she was only seen in May and we never found 
her again, fate unknown. 

It was really interesting and a privilege to have found her 
on 13 occasions and followed her for 2 years and 8 
months, seeing her with 3 males, a juvenile and a litter 
of young. Over that whole period, she had used 7 out of 

a cluster of 10 dormouse nest boxes in one small area of 
rather overstood hazel coppice with a high density of 
oak, ash and birch. 

It is known that female dormice have small territories 
but these encounters really illustrated the point. A 
schematic map of her favoured boxes is shown. 

 

A diagram of the nest boxes used by the dormouse. 

 

From the Four Mouse-keteers at an undisclosed site 
in Deepest Darkest Wiltshire…. 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
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The Codford Hedgehog Project  

Gareth Harris 

Good fortune favours the prepared – and this was the 
case in November 2021 when Robyn and I were invited 
to present a short talk on hedgehogs and their 
conservation to the members of Codford & District 
Gardening Club. What became very apparent within 
minutes of arriving, was that almost everyone had 
stories to share of the hedgehogs in their gardens, and 
that people were spread around the village (and 
indeed, the district), so this clearly related to more 
than one very busy hedgehog! 

The ideas were sown for further study, and so we 
returned in spring 2022. Working with the 
indefatigable and appropriately named Tiggy, and 
many other villagers, we delivered training in the use 
of hedgehog footprint tunnels to survey new areas and 
encouraged villagers to record sightings of their 
hedgehogs and submit this information to us. We 
began collaborating with the many people who were 
feeding their hedgehogs and who monitored their 
hedgehogs using trail cameras and wildlife CCTV 
systems! It was very, abundantly, clear that the 
villagers of Codford really love their hedgehogs. 

In the latter part of 2022, we secured a licence from 
Natural England and trialled the use of individually 
numbered spine tags. These would allow us to 
individually mark the hedgehogs, in a very safe 
manner, to monitor their movements around the 
village. And specifically, to begin answering the 
question of how large the home ranges of some of the 
hedgehogs may be, which gardens they were visiting 
and what can we do to improve the routes they use to 
commute around the village? 

During August to November 2022, we tagged 25 
hedgehogs, and many of these animals were regularly 
reported during this period from the original garden as 
well as the surrounding area. Interestingly, only one of 
our tagged hedgehogs was found dead on a road, but 
several were never seen again. We targeted some of 
the hedgehog feeding stations each week for tagging 
and monitoring, but we also conducted walked 
transects throughout the village looking for marked 
and unmarked hedgehogs. 

And now, we wait. We’re waiting to see which, if any, 
of the regularly observed hedgehogs emerge from 
hibernation. I remain concerned of the impact of the 
January flooding upon hibernating hedgehogs – many 
of the gardens we visited in this study flooded in 
January following the heavy rainfall, and so it’s hard 

not to wonder how any hibernating animals fared in 
this period. We plan to continue this study in 2023, so 
watch this space. 

We are grateful to the villagers of Codford for the 
warm welcome and considerable help, especially to 
Tiggy, Bridget Kathryn, Selina and Stuart. 

 

Photograph by permission Gareth Harris 

 

Photograph by permission Gareth Harris 

 

Note the small tubular spine tags. These have two numbers: 
a project ID and a unique number for the hedgehog. 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
https://codfordvillage.org.uk/gardening-club
https://codfordvillage.org.uk/gardening-club


12 | Page 
 

www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com     Facebook: Wiltshire Mammal Group       

Twitter: @WiltsMammalGp… Instagram: wiltshire_mammal_group 

Polecats and Barbastelle Bats and other 

Garden Wildlife 

Gareth Harris 

As county recorder, I regularly encourage people to 
report and record the mammals that they see in their 
gardens and surveys, such as PTES’ Living with 
Mammals survey, are a great way to get involved in 
wildlife recording, and to ensure that your knowledge 
and records contribute to our wider knowledge of 
mammals in the county. 

For most people, typical garden mammals likely 
include hedgehogs, grey squirrel and perhaps a fox or 
badger. But for one lucky couple, living on the edge of 
Pewsey, the garden mammal list is rather more 
significant. Through a combination of trail cameras and 
observation they have been able to regularly observe 
visiting foxes, badgers, muntjac, roe deer, hedgehogs, 
rabbit, brown hare…….and periodically, their CCTV 
cameras would record long-eared bats at dusk. From 
time to time, they see polecats too! As the species list 
would suggest, they live on the edge of the village, 
overlooking farmland with woodland and hedgerows 
adjacent. They manage their gardens very much with 
wildlife in mind. 

 

Polecat by kind permission of Tony in Pewsey 

They believe success is due ‘from the ground up’ 
meaning the right native plants, shrubs and trees are 
planted which attract the insects and give the 
necessary cover for the other wildlife to come in. 
Examples are a list of 26 butterflies (including Marsh 
Fritillary) and 100 bird species (including local 
specialities like Quail and Hen Harrier) all seen in, or 
from, the garden and don’t forget to build a pond, go 
for as large as you can, as this garden has had Water 
Shrew and a resident Water Vole that decided on 
staying for a year. And this led me to lay down a 
challenge – I wondered how many bat species we 

could record in their garden to bump up their species 
list! A bat detector was deployed for 1 week, and 
analysis of the recordings delivered quite an extensive 
species list. Over 3000 sound files and 9 species of bat 
were recorded, including remarkably, the Barbastelle 
bat. The Barbastelle bat is usually considered a rare 
woodland bat, but the bat group’s work in Wiltshire 
shows this species to be widely spread in the county, 
found associating with many of the woodlands and 
wooded landscapes, but also foraging over the 
downland and chalk grassland, including notably 
Salisbury Plain. In this Pewsey garden, one or more 
Barbastelle bats were recorded each night, so they are 
clearly resident in the area. 

 

Water Vole by kind permission of Tony in Pewsey 

Also recorded were Daubenton's Bat, 
Whiskered/Brandt's Bat, Natterer's Bat, Noctule, 
Serotine, Common Pipistrelle, Soprano Pipistrelle and 
Brown Long-eared Bat. It would be easy to dismiss 
these as an assemblage of bats typical of the nearby 
river corridors and woodlands – but      this is a 
remarkable list of bats for any garden, and really shows 
what can be encouraged to your garden when you 
keep wildlife in mind. 

Huge thanks to Tony for contributing his detailed 
observations to Wiltshire Mammal Group and hosting 
our surveys. And I happen to know that Tony isn’t 
alone - we hear regularly from gardeners from across 
the county, who regularly record the wildlife in their 
gardens, from the hedgehogs on their feeding stations, 
to the bats that they share their homes with. 

If you’re reading this and  thinking, “we get those in 
our garden too”, then please consider signing up for 
the PTES’ Living with Mammals survey, or downloading 
the Mammal Society’s Mammal Mapper app and 
contributing your records too. 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/garden/living-with-mammals/
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/garden/living-with-mammals/
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/garden/living-with-mammals/
https://www.mammal.org.uk/volunteering/mammal-mapper/
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Tisbury and District Natural History 

Society - Young Nature Watch 

Inés López-Dóriga 

 

In 2022, Young Nature Watch (YNW), the Tisbury and 
District Natural History Society (TNHS) branch for 
young people (including young-at-heart!) had a 
programme full of hands-on activities, including a few 
mammal-related activities such as a late-winter hare 
walk in a local farmland (or a walk to look for hares, 
armed with a thermal imager and lead by Peter 
Thompson), a spring bat walk in the Cranborne Chase 
AONB (lead by Jon Hayter and armed with bat 
detectors) and a deer rut walk in autumn in National 
Trust land in Dorset (led by Colin Enford, armed with 
binoculars). We also built some hedgehog houses from 
ready-made kits, with the hidden purpose of 
encouraging people to create hedgehog friendly 
habitats in their gardens and hopefully change some of 
the negative factors against their survival (slug pellets, 
bonfires…). In 2023 we are hoping to build bat boxes 
from ready-made kits. This will be a popular activity in 
which we will give bat boxes away again with the 
hidden purpose of providing ideas for participants to 
learn about how they can support bats. We are also 
doing a dung beetle survey in March, in which Gareth 
Harris will explain how important beetles and animal 
dung are for bat diets and participants will collect 
samples for later study. We hope to see Robyn Owen 
doing some small mammal trapping in spring. We will 
end the year with an ID workshop on animal tracks, 
learning about how to identify commonly found 
feathers, fur, skulls and droppings (we have already 
done a footprint hunt, so we may not want to repeat 
ourselves!). Although we are based in Tisbury, we 
welcome anybody on our activities (free for <21 years 
old; small fee for adults). We are very grateful to those 
who have already volunteered their time or will do and 
are also looking for leaders for mammal activities for 
future events, if you would like to share your 
fascination for mammals in any way, please get in 

touch via email (youngtnhs@gmail.com) or through 
our online platforms: 

(https://www.tisburynaturalhistory.com/, 
https://www.facebook.com/tisnathist, 
https://www.instagram.com/youngnaturewatchwilts). 

 

Join Wiltshire Mammal Group and be first 

to hear about all these events 

As you have seen WMG is a very active conservation 
organisation. Becoming a member means that you get 
priority access to mammal surveys such as dormice, 
harvest mice and hedgehogs before they are opened 
up to the general public. 
Members also have priority booking online for our 
online talks on a variety of mammal related topics. 
WMG also provides training in survey techniques and 
mammal signs and identification. 
We also offer our members the opportunity to loan our 
survey equipment for free including Longworth Traps, 
dormouse nest tubes and hedgehog survey tools. 

There are other benefits too… 
Through us you will receive the Mammal Society’s 
monthly email and regular updates from The People’s 
Trust for Endangered Species. 
What’s more you will be part of an organisation of like-
minded people making a difference to the mammals of 
Wiltshire which are in desperate need of your support. 
You’ll feel good about giving back and all of this costs 
only £10 per year. 
Email wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk to join 
and we’ll be in contact straight away. 
  

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
mailto:youngtnhs@gmail.com
https://www.tisburynaturalhistory.com/
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.instagram.com/youngnaturewatchwilts
https://www.instagram.com/youngnaturewatchwilts
mailto:wiltshiremammalgroup@hotmail.co.uk
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Small Riparian Mammals Hiding in Plain 

Sight 

Simon Knight 

My local Nature Reserve in Southwick hides many little 
wildlife gems that the majority of people are oblivious 
to. Most people don’t notice the wildlife because they 
are simply not paying attention to where they are. 
They spend their time walking around consumed by 
their phones, or listening to music, or trying to get 
their dog to come back to them. But free from 
distraction and consumed by a desire to document the 
reserve’s wildlife with my camera, I notice the wildlife. 
In May I look for the year’s first tiny grasshopper 
nymphs. In July I am always excited to find the year’s 
first juvenile female wasp spiders. And throughout the 
whole year, I am always on the lookout in the shallow 
stream for water voles. 

Water Vole by kind permission Simon Knight 

 

My first sighting of a water vole in the reserve wasn’t 
planned. I was reasonably confident they were in the 
reserve, I knew where the entrances to burrows in the 
banks were, but I figured that my chances of seeing a 
vole were slim, so I had never put the time in. On my 
water vole discovery day, I had been quietly watching 
damselflies from a bridge for a few minutes, when 
suddenly this blunt-nosed, brown sausage shaped 
thing swam out from some weeds, straight towards me 
and into a hole in the bank only a few feet from me. I 
was afraid to move for fear of scaring it and the entire 
sighting only lasted a few seconds, but it left me 
buzzing with excitement. Now I had to try to 
photograph one. 
 

My sessions trying to photograph them have not been 
massively productive. Quite frequently dogs will jump 
into the stream, which puts the voles back 
underground. This is frustrating, but it’s an issue the 

reserve has, and I am actively involved in trying to 
improve things for the voles, so their habitat remains 
undisturbed. 
 

None of my pictures so far will win me any 
competitions and despite hours of not seeing the voles, 
they quickly became one of my favourite species to try 
to photograph in the reserve. I have my spot on the 
bank, tucked away amongst the grasses and I almost 
become invisible. People walk past not knowing I am 
there. Birds come to branches only a few feet away, I 
even watched a great spotted woodpecker come down 
for a drink only a few metres away from me one day. I 
have had voles swim past me, too close for my camera 
to focus on. I hear them munching on grasses, which 
sometimes leads to a brief sighting. It’s as if I have 
completely tuned into nature and I love it. 
 

One of my best sightings that patiently waiting for 
water voles has led to is the water shrew. On this 
particular afternoon I had been sat for around two 
hours when I noticed some movement in the water to 
my left and figured that it was just a large stickleback. 
But then I saw a flash of white on the bank that was 
followed by a gentle plop into the water. It swam from 
bank to bank three times and only once did it stay still 
long enough for me to get a picture. Of course, I had 
the wrong lens on for something so small, the light was 
bad (I have all the photographer’s excuses!) but what I 
captured was a good record photo. 

Water Shrew by kind permission Simon Knight 

 

So, this year, when I venture back to the reserve to try 
to photograph the water voles, I will also be keeping 
my eyes peeled for something much smaller and 
elusive – and I will be using a bigger lens! 
 

http://www.wiltshiremammals.wordpress.com/
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Our thanks to Simon Knight of the Friends of Southwick 
Country Park for sharing this stunning image of a water 
shrew, Neomys fodiens, at Southwick Country Park. 

Photographed in a small tributary of the Lambrok 
Stream within the Southwick Country Park Local 
Nature Reserve (SCPLNR) on the 22 May 2022. 

Water shrews are infrequently recorded and often 
overlooked, so this is an especially welcome record.  

For further information about the reserve, 
https://southwickcountrypark.com/  

Provisional Calendar 2023 

 

Partners & Funders 

Wiltshire Mammal Group enjoys the support of a 

number of organisations across the county. All are 

warmly thanked. 

Forestry England supporting projects in The Savernake, 

Collingbourne Wood, West Wood, the Braydon Forest 

and Grovely Wood, who continue to be mega 

supportive.  

Simon Smart Black Sheep Consulting, who has 

supported the harvest mouse surveys since 2017 and so 

much more! 

Tisbury & District Natural History Society, in particular, 

Peter Shallcross and Inés López-Dóriga 

Salisbury & District Natural History Society, especially 

Peter Thompson. 

Jonathan Thomson (Underhill Wood) for supporting 

ongoing studies of small mammals and bats and hosting 

our spring dormouse survey training in 2023. 

Longleat Center Parcs, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and The 

Woodland Trust for supporting the ongoing dormouse 

studies. 

Natural England’s Hen Harrier Project Team, especially 

Robyn Owen for involving mammal group members and 

sharing mammal trapping data each year.  

Action for River Kennett (ARK), and especially Anna 

Forbes and her colleagues, for supporting harvest 

mouse surveys and promoting water vole surveys.  

The villagers of Codford & Codford & District Gardening 

Club for supporting our hedgehog studies. 
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Our thanks also to a considerable number of private 

landowners across Wiltshire who host various surveys 

and monitoring projects and who routinely provide 

access and a warm welcome.  

The Mammal Society is warmly thanked for supporting 

the harvest mouse surveys again, whilst People’s Trust 

for Endangered Species is thanked for supporting our 

hedgehog studies. 

Thank you also to the photographers who share their 

images to enliven our website and newsletter, in 

particular, Peter Thompson, Steve Dewey & Steve 

Deeley. 

If you enjoyed this newsletter, why not check out 

Wiltshire Bat Group’s newsletter too 
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